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U.S. digs, searches in vain for Iraqi chemical weapons

By Adrian Croft

NASSIRIYA, Iraq, April 17 (Reuters) - A U.S. military excavator 
shovels another load of mud on to a canal bank near the southern 
Iraqi city of Nassiriya, cutting a deep trench.

The mechanical digger strikes a slab of concrete, raising hopes this 
could be a hidden dump of Saddam Hussein's weapons of mass 
destruction -- a nuclear, biological or chemical "smoking gun" to 
help justify the U.S.-led war to oust the Iraqi leader.

Nothing is found.

After days of intense digging and searching at least seven suspicious 
sites near Nassiriya, U.S. experts have found chemical warfare 
protective suits, but no chemical weapons.

Chief Warrant Officer Alex Robinson, leading the U.S. search in the 
area, admitted on Thursday that his list of suspect sites in southern 
Iraq was "kind of drying up".

"I guess the main focus of effort is around Baghdad and maybe a 
little bit to the north and the west where they think a lot of the 
WMD (weapons of mass destruction) have been secreted or the labs 
are located underground," he told Reuters.

Robinson said his team's various inspections had found an antidote 
to nerve gas, but had otherwise turned up "regular laboratory 
chemicals that you'd find in a high school lab."

A trailer at the back of a military hospital, suspected of being a 
mobile chemical weapons laboratory, turned out to be a cooking 
trailer, while a laboratory the U.S. team visited was for research into 
concrete and asphalt work, he said.

"Those are the kind of tip-offs we get. We don't want to discount 
anything. The one you don't go to look at will be the one that has 
whatever it is you want to find," said Robinson, who comes from 
Carlsbad, California.

Many of the tips come from local residents, convinced that mustard 

  TOPICS More > 

IRAQ 

MIDDLE EAST 

  COUNTRIES More > 

Iraq 

  FROM THE FIELD More > 

CARE Readies Humanitarian 
Deliveries from Jordan to Iraq 

Chaos and hope in Southern 
Iraqn - Oxfam photo story 

UMCOR Hotline, April 18, 
2003 

Third “All Our Children” 
Shipment Reaches Baghdad’s 
Outskirts; Is Being 
Distributedin the City Little 
by Little as Security Allows 

AFSC'S IRAQ RELIEF 
EFFORTS: PROVIDING 
CLEAN WATER , 
PROMOTING HUMAN 
DIGNITY 

  NEWSDESK More > 

Head of U.S. Iraq 
administration to visit 
Baghdad 

Five killed in Israeli raid on 
Gaza camp 

WRAPUP 3-Iraqis celebrate 
anxious Easter, food aid 
arrives 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L17216643.htm (1 of 2) [4/20/2003 8:27:41 AM]

http://www.alertnet.org/aboutus/
http://www.alertnet.org/aboutus/#contact
http://www.alertnet.org/public/feedback
http://www.alertnet.org/index.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/index.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/forgot_pwd.htm?via=lnav
javascript:document.forms['login'].submit(); 0;
http://www.alertnet.org/register.htm?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/application?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/howtopost.htm?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/public/feedback?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/photogallery/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/reliefresources/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/countryprofiles/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/satelliteimages/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/members/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/suppliers/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/jobs/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/theevents/diary/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/theevents/training/?via=lnav
http://www.foundation.reuters.com/aid/aidfund/AFmain.html
http://www.foundation.reuters.com/aid/aidfund/AFmain.html
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/104998662877.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/104998662877.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/reliefresources/
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/reliefresources/sections/571273.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/reliefresources/sections/367201.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/countryprofiles/
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/countryprofiles/216595.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105067918191.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105067918191.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105065371648.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105065371648.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105061025371.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105061025371.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105060714423.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105060714423.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105060714423.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105060714423.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105060714423.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105059932072.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105059932072.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105059932072.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105059932072.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105059932072.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L20252131.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L20252131.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L20252131.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L20126695.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L20126695.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N19300249.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N19300249.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N19300249.htm


Reuters AlertNet - U.S. digs, searches in vain for Iraqi chemical weapons

gas or other lethal weapons were being produced at the sites, he 
said.

Washington's conviction that, despite his denials, Saddam retained 
weapons of mass destruction -- from lethal gases to deadly nerve 
agents -- and was ready to use them was the main justification for 
the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq. 

"We went to look at four missiles lying on the ground the other day 
(and) a house that had a bunch of canisters that were like little 
chemical containers strewn throughout and a whole bunch of NBC 
(nuclear, biological and chemical) gear," he said.

No chemical weapons were found at either site. 

The canisters turned out to be for chlorine, which could be a 
component of toxic gas but in this case was probably used to purify 
water, Robinson said. 
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