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Truly tortured over 
Terri Schiavo
Turns out that one 
protester battling the 
removal of Schiavo's 
feeding tube was a 
former military 
intelligence officer who 
served in Iraq -- and 
who defended torture 
at Abu Ghraib.

Who pays for the news
Fallout from the 
exposure of 
propaganda videos 
used by the Bush 
administration has 
tarred journalists on 
both ends of the 
political spectrum. 

Be all you can be
Lawmakers are 
anxious to beef up the 
overburdened, all-
volunteer U.S. military. 
They might start with 
the 10,000 people 
who've been kicked 
out due to their sexual 
orientation.

How close were Bush 
and John Paul II?
Reporters note how 
Bush adopted some of 
the pope's teachings, 
but there were 
diffrences between the 
men as well. 

More Bad News for 
DeLay
Houston Chronicle poll 

 A homerun for privatizing Social Security?

With President Bush's privatization scheme having all but struck 
out, his supporters are calling in an unlikely relief pitcher: Tommy 
Lasorda. Yep, you read that right: The legendary former L.A. 
Dodgers skipper, dugout philosopher and onetime Ultra Slim-Fast 
spokesman has joined the pro-privatization roster at the Progress 
for America Voter Fund, lending his all-star voice to the 
organization's robo-call blitz promoting the White House's plan. 

Early reports indicate that there are still some bugs to be worked 
out -- one call recipient in Arizona informed Talking Points Memo 
that a recording of Lasorda's voice asked him to put pressure on 
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa. (A knuckleball, or just plain out of 
the zone: "Why would Grassley listen to me -- I'm not an Iowan!" 
pointed out the Arizonan.) 

Apparently the group's telemarketing effort is focused on one 
partisan team; tireless Social Security watchdog Josh Marshall 
points out that Lasorda primarily is asking callers to urge their 
Republican representatives to support the Bush plan. And maybe a 
desperate Bush administration, having whiffed when it comes to 
public support for dismantling the New Deal, thinks it can do 
better by enlisting an American-as-apple-pie icon of baseball. 
(Even if that's fat-free pie.) 

Meanwhile, the young journalists over at California's University of 
LaVerne appear to have scored a serious scoop. Earlier this month, 
the university's Campus Times ran an opinion piece condemning 
Congress' steroid hearings, which closed with a quip that, just a 
few weeks ago, might have seemed absurd: "But if this is 
grandstanding on Congress' part, why would they think anyone 
with half a brain would vote for someone who puts the sanctity of 
a game ahead of social and economic issues that affect 
exponentially more people? Get back to us if you can come up 
with a reason. In the meantime, we will be asking Tommy Lasorda 
what he plans to do to fix Social Security." 

-- Page Rockwell 

[20:16 EST, April 4, 2005] 
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Quote of the day 

"We were sometimes 
too loud, too direct, 
perhaps we made too 
much noise." 

-- Former Secretary of 
State Colin Powell on 
the Bush 
administration's 
arguments for war in 
Iraq. 

Tips or comments? 

E-mail us at 
warroom@salon.com 

Discuss in Table Talk

Can the dollar bounce 
back? 

How will the Jackson 
trial play out? 

Blogs we read 

The Daou Report Salon's 
opinionated guide to the 
political blogosphere 

Altercation

AMERICAblog

 

http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/archive.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/lasorda/index.html (1 of 8)4/5/2005 1:36:57 AM

http://www.salon.com/premium/index.html?lid=services_prTab&lpos=prTab_services
http://www.salon.com/premium/subscriber/help/index.html?lid=help_prTab&lpos=prTab_help
http://www.salon.com/
http://www.salon.com/news/index.html
http://www.salon.com/opinion/index.html
http://www.salon.com/tech/index.html
http://www.salon.com/ent/index.html
http://www.salon.com/books/index.html
http://www.salon.com/mwt/index.html
http://www.salon.com/comics/index.html
http://www.salon.com/audio/index.html
http://www.salon.com/dialogue/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/
http://search.salon.com/
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/torture_schiavo/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/torture_schiavo/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/vnr/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/military/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/bushpope/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/bushpope/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/delay2/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/delay2/index.html
http://www.talkingpointsmemo.com/archives/week_2005_04_03.php#005320
http://www.talkingpointsmemo.com/archives/week_2005_04_03.php#005320
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/t/tommy_lasorda.html
http://www.pfavoterfund.com/
http://www.pfavoterfund.com/
http://www.talkingpointsmemo.com/archives/week_2005_04_03.php#005322
http://www.ulv.edu/campustimes/031805/bigleaguers.htm
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/lasorda/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/lasorda/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/print.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/lasorda/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/print.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/lasorda/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/war_room.rss
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/war_room.rss
http://www.reuters.com/newsArticle.jhtml;jsessionid=FB5RGZUH4R550CRBAEKSFEY?type=topNews&storyID=8034337
mailto:warroom@salon.com
http://tabletalk.salon.com/webx?13@@.7739f82c
http://tabletalk.salon.com/webx?13@@.7739f82c
http://tabletalk.salon.com/webx?13@@.7739b581
http://tabletalk.salon.com/webx?13@@.7739b581
http://www.daoureport.com/
http://msnbc.msn.com/Default.aspx?id=3449870&p1=0
http://www.americablog.org/


Salon.com Politics

shows support slipping 
for Rep. Tom DeLay at 
home.

All pope, all the time
With the media's pope 
marathon in full swing, 
the White House might 
want to release any 
bits of bad news.

Hawks for hybrids
Environmentalists get 
a big boost from an 
unlikely source: 
national security 
hawks, who say a 
thirst for foreign oil 
puts America at risk.

Pentagon bans casket 
photos
When Karen Meredith 
lost her son to a sniper 
in Iraq, she wanted a 
photo of his casket at 
Dover Air Force Base, 
but was not permitted 
to take one.

A military draft in 
2006?
One reason you may 
soon hear the words 
"Iraq" and "Vietnam" 
again being uttered in 
the same breath: the 
return of the draft.

Was DeLay's threat a 
crime?
Sen. Frank Lautenberg 
says DeLay may have 
committed a felony 
when he theatened 
judges in the Schiavo 
case.

Salvation for Bush? 
Not in the jobs report
New employment 
numbers are the worst 
in eight months.

The price of ignoring 
dissent
The Bush 
administration has 
little tolerance for 
opposing views. Two 
new reports show the 
consequences of not 
listening.
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Tom DeLay's threat
If the House majority 
leader wasn't calling 
for vigilante justice in 
the Schiavo case, Ted 
Kennedy says he'd 
better say so.

Vindication on Iraq? 
Not exactly
The commission 
assigned to investigate 
intelligence failures on 
Iraq says that political 
pressures from the 
White House didn't 
change analysts' 
views. But that's only 
half of the story -- or 
less.

Southern discomfort 
for DeLay
Tom DeLay may have 
endangered his re-
election chances with 
his stance on the 
Schiavo affair and his 
ongoing ethics 
imbroglios.

And now, a word from 
Mel Gibson
Fox News digs deep for 
expert commentary on 
the Schiavo case

Bringing down the 
House
Two PACs are running 
ads attacking Tom 
DeLay for his actions in 
the Terri Schiavo case 
and alleged ethics 
violations.

The president moves on
The public isn't happy 
about your 
involvement in the 
Terri Schiavo case? It 
must be time to talk 
about 9/11.

A special kind of eulogy
Ann Coulter shares her 
thoughts on what Terri 
Schiavo's demise 
might mean for the 
land of liberal 
Hollywood.

A threat from Tom 
DeLay
The House majority 
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leader says that "the 
men responsible" for 
Terri Schiavo's death 
will pay, and his allies 
on the religious right 
plot their revenge.

The death of Terri 
Schiavo
The fight to save her is 
over. The political 
repercussions have 
just begun.

"Dead wrong" on WMDs
George W. Bush 
resisted calls for a 
commission to 
investigate intelligence 
failures that led to the 
Iraq war. With the 
report out today, it's 
easy to see why.

"Demonstrably at 
odds" with the 
Constitution
As Schiavo's parents 
run out of legal 
options, a Republican 
appellate judge says 
Congress and the 
president exceeded 
their powers in 
adopting legislation to 
"save" Terri Schiavo.

The growing American 
gulag
A new report says the 
number of prisoners in 
U.S. custody in Iraq 
has doubled since 
October -- many of 
them held in nothing 
more than "trailers 
surrounded by barbed 
wire."

From the wires

Gaza settlers agree to 
meet with Sharon

Iraq prison clash 
leaves 16 wounded

N.J., Conn. conduct 
anti-terrorism drills

AP poll: New pope 
should push for change
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Pope's death spurs 
35,000 stories in a day

'Doubt' wins Pulitzer 
for drama

Pope's mystery 
cardinal could be 
revealed

Sea of pilgrims pay 
last respects to pope

Oil platforms may be 
used for fish farms

66 former officials line 
up behind Bolton

Kansans to decide on 
gay marriage ban

Aide: Giuliani too busy 
to run for office

Bush: U.S. to bear 
burden of Iraq costs

Pope John Paul II's 
funeral set for Friday 

Bush to welcome 
Yushchenko to White 
House 

Supreme Court: 
Creditors can't seize 
IRAs 

Survey: JetBlue has 
best airline service 

Prince Charles' 
wedding may be 
delayed 

ChevronTexaco buying 
Unocal in $16.4 billion 
deal 

Michael Jackson 
promises fans victory 

Pope leaves behind 
struggling U.S. church 

http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/archive.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/04/lasorda/index.html (5 of 8)4/5/2005 1:36:57 AM

http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/overload/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/overload/index.html
http://www.salon.com/ent/wire/2005/04/04/pulitzer/index.html
http://www.salon.com/ent/wire/2005/04/04/pulitzer/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/mystery/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/mystery/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/mystery/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/lastrespects/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/lastrespects/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/fishfarms/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/fishfarms/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/bolton/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/bolton/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/kansans/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/kansans/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/giuliani/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/giuliani/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/burden/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/burden/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/funeral/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/funeral/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/yushchenko/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/yushchenko/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/yushchenko/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/supreme/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/supreme/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/04/supreme/index.html
http://www.salon.com/tech/wire/2005/04/04/jetblue/index.html
http://www.salon.com/tech/wire/2005/04/04/jetblue/index.html
http://www.salon.com/mwt/wire/2005/04/04/charles/index.html
http://www.salon.com/mwt/wire/2005/04/04/charles/index.html
http://www.salon.com/mwt/wire/2005/04/04/charles/index.html
http://www.salon.com/tech/wire/2005/04/04/chevron/index.html
http://www.salon.com/tech/wire/2005/04/04/chevron/index.html
http://www.salon.com/tech/wire/2005/04/04/chevron/index.html
http://www.salon.com/ent/wire/2005/04/04/jacko/index.html
http://www.salon.com/ent/wire/2005/04/04/jacko/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/03/church_struggle/index.html
http://www.salon.com/news/wire/2005/04/03/church_struggle/index.html


Salon.com Politics

Schiavo case spurring 
statehouse debate 

Zimbabwe opposition 
demands new elections 

Royal wedding to go 
ahead despite pope's 
death 

Pope's body lies in 
state at Vatican 

Mourners pack St. 
Peter's Square for 
Mass 

Guessing game begins 
on pope's successor 

Sunni Arab elected 
Iraq parliament 
speaker 

Kyrgyz president says 
he'll resign Monday 

Pope John Paul II dies 
at 84 

Americans mourn 
death of Pope John 
Paul II 

Iraq's Abu Ghraib 
prison attacked; 32 
hurt 

No clear front-runner 
to succeed pope 

Terri Schiavo cremated 
amid family feud 

Pope preached back-to-
basics conservatism 

U.S. forces may have 
beaten Iraqi general 

Bush calls pope "an 
inspiration to us all" 

Car bomb in central 
Iraq kills five 
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Schiavo autopsy 
completed 

N.M. man arrested in 
dragging assault 

Bush appoints 
commission on base 
closings 

Man pulled alive from 
rubble in Indonesia 

Ill. governor orders 
birth-control 
prescriptions filled 

Neil Young treated for 
brain aneurysm 

Vatican: Pope John 
Paul II is near death

President and First 
Lady pray for Pope

Google doubles e-mail 
space

Jackson trial focuses 
on Neverland search

U.N. council OKs 
Sudan crimes resolution

Gunmen kill at least 27 
in Brazil attacks

Zimbabwe gov't 
accused of election 
fraud
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