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Vigilante posers
Arizona's Minuteman
Project rustles up
some more publicity --
this time with a special
kind of photo shoot for
detainees.

Good news for the

troops?

The Pentagon is
playing up an
optimistic forecast for
troop reductions and
shorter tours of duty in
Iraq and Afghanistan,
but the numbers tell a
less rosy story.

Bloggers: legit and
regulation-free, for now
San Francisco backs

off from proposed
legislation that would
regulate the activity of
political bloggers.

Bush's tanking
approval ratings

As go gas prices, so
goes the president's
popularity. Time to fill
up the SUV.
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The former White
House day-passer
offers up his views on
Fox News.
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GOP jumping ship on private accounts?

If George W. Bush's plan for privatizing Social Security isn't dead
yet, it'son all sorts of life support -- and this time, Senate
Republicans are the ones who may pull the plug. The Associated
Press reports that Republicans in the Senate are "considering
temporarily sidetracking President Bush's plan for personal
investment accounts under Socia Security, hoping Democrats will
then join compromise talks on legislation to restore the program'’s
solvency."

United opposition from Democrats -- and alot of skepticism from
Republicans -- has Bush's plan for private accounts stalled and
sinking. But as the AP explains, Republicans on Capitol Hill are
"wary of leaving the impression they intend to abandon the
president's proposal to allow younger workers to invest a portion
of their payroll taxes independently” -- even if that's exactly what
they're fixing to do.

"The attempt . . . has always been to find Democrats to come on
board with a bipartisan plan, and what has been stopping thisisthe
issue of personal accounts," an official familiar with the
Republicans discussions told the AP. While the words presumably
came from the mouth of a Republican, they sound like Harry
Reid's talking points. The Senate minority leader has said all along
that Democrats won't work with Bush on Socia Security until he
puts aside the idea of private accounts. If Republicans are now
seriously considering discussions of Social Security reform
without the private accounts, call it avictory -- at least for now --
for Reid and the Democrats.

And while Republicans can say that they're tabling the private
accounts just long enough to deal with the solvency issue, they've
got to know that the private accounts will be an even tougher sell
than they have been when Bush can no longer couple them with
worries about Socia Security'sfiscal health. If Bush can't get
private accounts through Congress amid al his talk about Social
Security's bankruptcy, he can't get them through Congress at al.

-- Tim Grieve

[09:53 EST, April 8, 2005]
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By ignoring
conservative critics of
John Paul 11, Hugh
Hewitt says the
mainstream press has
revealed its lefty bias
once again.

GOP jumping ship on
private accounts?
Faced with united
Democratic opposition
and a public wary of
privatization, Senate
Republicans are talking
about Plan B.

That Schiavo memo?
Kill the messenger
Why hold Republican
Sen. Mel Martinez
responsible for the
memo he gave Tom
Harkin when you can
blame the Democrats
and the media instead?

Will Terri Schiavo Kill
the nuclear option?
The Schiavo case
makes it both more
likely and less likely
that Republicans will
move to end the
filibuster of judicial
nominees.

About that Social

There've been a
number of reasons in
recent weeks to think
that President Bush's
plan is in serious
trouble. Today, there's
another.

The enemy within

Has America's lone
superpower status
made it an elephantine
target in the global
spying game?

Cashing in on the

Pope's funeral?

This week marks an
unprecedented display
of ceremony by
President Bush and
other U.S. politicians in
Rome. Good faith, or
good politics?

A last-ditch effort to
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avert bankruptcy
Can an 11th-hour
effort by grassroots
groups prevent the
hard-line bankruptcy
bill from making it
through Congress?

Bolton: Maybe not a
slam dunk?

With Rhode Island
Sen. Lincoln Chafee
wavering, will Bush's
nominee to the U.N.
survive the Senate
Foreign Relations
Committee?

Republicans turning on

their own

A new Wall Street
Journal/NBC News poll
has sobering numbers
for George W. Bush
and Republicans in
Congress.

Coming to a close on
the Plame case?

The special counsel
says his investigation
is almost complete.
Will a government
official face charges for
giving false statements
to prosecutors?

The fake memo that
was real

Crushing the
conspiracy theories of
the right-wing
blogosphere, an aide
for a Republican
senator admits he
crafted a memo calling
the Schiavo case a
"great political issue”
for the GOP.

Clinton beats Bush and

Clinton beats Bush
Hillary vs. Jeb? The
former president vs.
the incumbent? Either
way, it's a W for
Democrats in the
Democracracy Corps
poll.

The AP in cahoots with

terrorists? Try again

A blogger debunks
fellow right-wingers'
conspiracy theory that

http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/archive.html ?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/08/social/index.html (3 of 7)4/9/2005 2:11:50 AM

03/09/2005
03/08/2005
03/07/2005
03/04/2005
03/03/2005
03/02/2005

03/01/2005

February 2005

January 2005
December 2004

November 2004
October 2004
September 2004

August 2004
July 2004
June 2004
May 2004
April 2004
March 2004
February 2004
January 2004

subscription to the New
York Times or Wall
Street Journal

Get Salon's headlines
delivered to your e-mail

address

Download Salon as plain
text or PDF



http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/bankruptcy/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/bolton/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/bolton/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/poll/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/poll/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/plame/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/plame/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/memo/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/memo/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/clintonbush/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/07/clintonbush/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/06/ap/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/04/06/ap/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?day=20050309
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?day=20050308
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?day=20050307
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?day=20050304
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?day=20050303
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?day=20050302
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?day=20050301
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200502.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200501.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200412.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200411.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200410.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200409.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200408.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200407.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200406.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200405.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200404.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200403.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200402.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?month=200401.html
http://www.audible.com/salon/
https://sub.salon.com/newsletter/
https://sub.salon.com/newsletter/
http://www.salon.com/premium/downloads/plain_text/
http://www.salon.com/premium/downloads/plain_text/
http://www.salon.com/premium/downloads/pdf/

Salon.com Politics

an AP photographer --
now a Pulitzer Prize-
winnning one --
colluded with terrorists
in Iraq.

"Stumbling to the
scene with no real plan"
Nearly four years after
the postal anthrax
attacks, the U.S. still
looks alarmingly
exposed to
bioterrorism.

Banking on illegal labor
Undocumented
workers in the U.S.
generate billions of
dollars in payroll taxes
each year -- and don't
see a single benefit
from it.

The right-wing version

of reporting

The right continues to
chase a novel
conspiracy theory
about a Schiavo
talking points memo
for Republicans.

More polling woes for
Bush

A new USA Today/CNN
poll brings more bad
news for the White
House.

The roof collapses on

Tom DelLay

Articles in the
Washington Post and
New York Times raise
yet more ethical
questions about the
Hammer.

» From the wires

U.S. pushing Japan to
boost military role

Hamas supporters
threaten to end truce

Bush indifferent over
falling poll numbers

Judge sentences
spammer to nine years
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American among three
Killed in Cairo blast

Castro: Bush at pope
funeral 'hypocrisy'

Four children Kkilled in
Baghdad explosion

Postal Service seeks 2-
cent stamp increase

Eric Rudolph to plead
to Atlanta bombing

Pope laid to rest as
world bids farewell

Poll: Bush's slump
continues

Massacre in Rio getting
little attention

Pitt's publicist denies
report of romance

Guard testifies he saw
Jackson molest boy

Taiwan lifts ban on U.
S. beef

Gay U.S. soldier wants
to serve openly

Feds expect fuel prices
to climb higher

Vatican review of
clergy abuse delayed

Explosion at Cairo
tourist bazaar Kills 2

Storms delay first
round of Masters

Smelly money lands
Indiana man in jail

Pfizer takes painkiller
Bextra off market

Sixers, Pacers push
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toward playoffs

AOL launches Internet
phone service

Jackson jurors may
have mocked witness

Kurdish leader sworn
in as Iraqi president

Viewing of pope's body
resumes at Vatican

Battles suggest Saudis
gaining on al-Qaida

Accounts could replace
Soc. Sec. checks

House GOP backs
DelLay amid ethics
scandals

Fla. Senator blocks
vote on EPA nominee

Bush, former
presidents view pope's
body

Red Sox manager
Francona taken to

hospital

Kurd picked as Iraq
interim president

Cochran's clients
gather for L.A. funeral

Militants raid India-
Pakistan delegation

Secret papal election
set for April 18

Greenspan wants
portfolio size limits

U.S. copter crash Kills
16 in Afghanistan

Prince Rainier of
Monaco dies at age 81
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Officials to stop line to
see pope's body

Blair calls national
election on May 5

Bishop denies saying
Jesus possibly gay

Gov't classification
decisions hit record

Reid accuses GOP of
arrogance on courts

Army recruiting falls
short again

Maid testifies Jackson
showered with boy

House panel asks NBA,
NHL for drug data

Khalilzad named U.S.
ambassador in Iraq

Thompson ashes said
to be shot from cannon

Greenspan: Oil costs
strain energy markets
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