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political bloggers.
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goes the president's 
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 GOP jumping ship on private accounts?

If George W. Bush's plan for privatizing Social Security isn't dead 
yet, it's on all sorts of life support -- and this time, Senate 
Republicans are the ones who may pull the plug. The Associated 
Press reports that Republicans in the Senate are "considering 
temporarily sidetracking President Bush's plan for personal 
investment accounts under Social Security, hoping Democrats will 
then join compromise talks on legislation to restore the program's 
solvency." 

United opposition from Democrats -- and a lot of skepticism from 
Republicans -- has Bush's plan for private accounts stalled and 
sinking. But as the AP explains, Republicans on Capitol Hill are 
"wary of leaving the impression they intend to abandon the 
president's proposal to allow younger workers to invest a portion 
of their payroll taxes independently" -- even if that's exactly what 
they're fixing to do. 

"The attempt . . . has always been to find Democrats to come on 
board with a bipartisan plan, and what has been stopping this is the 
issue of personal accounts,'' an official familiar with the 
Republicans' discussions told the AP. While the words presumably 
came from the mouth of a Republican, they sound like Harry 
Reid's talking points. The Senate minority leader has said all along 
that Democrats won't work with Bush on Social Security until he 
puts aside the idea of private accounts. If Republicans are now 
seriously considering discussions of Social Security reform 
without the private accounts, call it a victory -- at least for now -- 
for Reid and the Democrats. 

And while Republicans can say that they're tabling the private 
accounts just long enough to deal with the solvency issue, they've 
got to know that the private accounts will be an even tougher sell 
than they have been when Bush can no longer couple them with 
worries about Social Security's fiscal health. If Bush can't get 
private accounts through Congress amid all his talk about Social 
Security's bankruptcy, he can't get them through Congress at all. 

-- Tim Grieve 

[09:53 EST, April 8, 2005] 
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an AP photographer -- 
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poll brings more bad 
news for the White 
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yet more ethical 
questions about the 
Hammer.
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toward playoffs

AOL launches Internet 
phone service

Jackson jurors may 
have mocked witness

Kurdish leader sworn 
in as Iraqi president

Viewing of pope's body 
resumes at Vatican

Battles suggest Saudis 
gaining on al-Qaida

Accounts could replace 
Soc. Sec. checks

House GOP backs 
DeLay amid ethics 
scandals

Fla. Senator blocks 
vote on EPA nominee

Bush, former 
presidents view pope's 
body

Red Sox manager 
Francona taken to 
hospital

Kurd picked as Iraq 
interim president

Cochran's clients 
gather for L.A. funeral

Militants raid India-
Pakistan delegation

Secret papal election 
set for April 18

Greenspan wants 
portfolio size limits

U.S. copter crash kills 
16 in Afghanistan

Prince Rainier of 
Monaco dies at age 81
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Officials to stop line to 
see pope's body

Blair calls national 
election on May 5

Bishop denies saying 
Jesus possibly gay

Gov't classification 
decisions hit record

Reid accuses GOP of 
arrogance on courts

Army recruiting falls 
short again

Maid testifies Jackson 
showered with boy

House panel asks NBA, 
NHL for drug data

Khalilzad named U.S. 
ambassador in Iraq

Thompson ashes said 
to be shot from cannon

Greenspan: Oil costs 
strain energy markets
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