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Drawing on fear of restrictive immigration proposals that have awakened
hundreds of thousands of Latinos to political activism, organizers are using
popular Spanish-language radio and networks of community organizations to
mobilize protests in Washington and scores of other cities Monday.

The demonstrations are planned to expand on a groundswell that attracted
about 30,000 largely Hispanic protesters in the District last month, about
100,000 in Chicago and as many as 500,000 in Los Angeles, a surprising
display of political muscle from a population that makes up a substantial
ngr’%i] ortof %he nation's 12 mi#“tﬂ% illegal immigrants.

e Contreras, president o
National Capital Immigrant
Caoalition, predicted that Monday's
demonstration at the Washington
Monument would draw 100,000
people and that nationally the
turnout, in more than 60 cities,
would number "in the millions."

"The sleeping Latino giant is
finally awake," Contreras said.
"Thiswill be the largest
demonstration by immigrants ever
held in this country."

The movement has emerged asa
loose coalition of immigrants
rights groups, unions and religious
and student organi zations.

Organizers are eager to draw other
immigrant groups, including
Asians and Africans, into
Monday's protest. But it is the
involvement of so many previously
apolitical elements of the Latino
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In Chantilly, Elsea Pineada and Esperanza
Fernandes stir ingredients for making tamales for a
fundraiser for disadvantaged families in El Salvador.
(By Gerald Martineau -- The Washington Post)

The Immigration Debate

Immigration reform proposals
before Congress have sparked
a nationwide political debate.
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A

watershed in the political and
cultural evolution of Hispanics,
whose influence has lagged behind
their growth into the nation's
largest minority.

The mabilization has drawn into
the political mainstream the
organizations that have sustained
daily lifein the Latino community
-- churches, Spanish-language
radio and social groups.

"I'm not sure anybody totally
understands this phenomenon. . . .
But we are happily stunned,” said
CeciliaMufioz, vice president for
policy at the National Council of
LaRaza, acivil rights organization
based in Washington. "We're all
very aware that thisis history in
the making, and the country will be
transformed by it."

The protests will come as Congress
begins a two-week recess. The
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Senate made progress yesterday in resolving differences that have stalled
immigration change legislation, but avote to cut off debate today seemed
destined to fail, probably dooming the chance for afinal vote before
tomorrow's recess. .

With the legislation in play, organizers of Monday's demonstrations can sustain
the urgency of their appeal for support.

According to a count maintained by the New American Opportunity
Campaign, a coalition of national groups based in Washington, there have been
more than 30 pro-immigration rallies across the country this year with at least
1,000 participants -- and often the number was far higher.

The movement has attracted informal immigrant social groups -- including at
least 10 in the Washington area -- whose previous focus has been exclusively
on raising money for charitable projects back in Central America.
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Thousands of Hispanic youths, coordinating their actions by text-messaging on
cellphones, have staged walkouts at high schools across the country, including
severa in the Virginiaand Maryland suburbs.
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ecember that would make'ifrafel ony to bein the country illegally or to
provide assistance to illegal immigrants.

i i A

"We've always been separate and marginalized," said Carlos Rivas, 46, a burly
construction worker born in El Salvador who livesin Fairfax City. "But | think
the racism in this country has grown so much it'stimeto say, '‘Enough!’ . . . Our
community needs us to show that we're here, and we're not criminals.”

Rivas said Monday's demonstration is his first foray into political activism.

Several years ago he joined a group of Salvadorans who host parties to collect
contributions to build homes for the poor or people with disabilitiesin El
Salvador. Now that Rivas and other members of the association have decided
to become involved in U.S. politics, the network of contacts they developed
through their years of community work is coming in handy.

Early Sunday morning, they gathered in afriend's back yard in Chantilly to

prepare hundreds of chicken tamalesto sell in their neighborhoods. It was a
typical fundraiser for the group -- except that this time they aso planned to

hand out aflier advertising the march with each tamale.

While the women gathered around vats of boiling cornmeal, the association's
president, Francisco Castro, sat down at a picnic table and began calling
acquaintances on his cellphone from alist written on ayellow pad.

"Hey, brother, how's it going?' Castro asked, raising his voice over the cumbia
music on the stereo. "Y eah, we have the tamales for you. But I'm also calling
because | want you to commit to convincing 10 people to come to this march.
And do you think you could a'so lend us one of your vans so we can give
people rides?"

There was no need to explain the march.

Over the past two months, Spanish-language radio hosts have emerged as a
driving force behind the immigration rallies. Once relatively rare, the number
of Spanish-language media outlets across the nation has grown greatly over the
past decade.

Pedro Biaggi, host of the morning show on Washington's 99.1 El Zal, is
virtually unknown among non-L atinos. But the boyish, irrepressible Puerto
Rican has achieved celebrity status among the area's large Central American
immigrant audience after only a few months on the Spanish-language FM
station.

"I have five hours to do jokes and stupid skits -- and normally that's my job, to
help people forget their troubles," Biaggi said. "But thisis a case without
precedent. Never have we Latinos felt as insecure and persecuted as we do

now. I'm Puerto Rican. But I'm brown, too. | am my audience, and | feel totally
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committed to helping them."

EEnt This Article EFlail This Article fi§]Feed Emission to Republish

. A.G. EDWARDS.

L | FULLY INVESTED IN OUR CLIENTS

Advertisament

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
Ads by Google

Latino Singles
Free to Join. 1000's of pictures & video's of Beautiful Latino Singles
www.LatinoPeopleMeet.com

Single in Chicago?
Meet quality Singles in Chicago Parties, Trips and Introductions.
www.ChicagoSingles.org

New Scholarships for 2006
Free Scholarship search worth over $2.5 billion in awards
www.brokescholar.com

SEARCH: [ |® @News  Ojtieh results by GQ[_‘]SIE_’“

washingtonpost.com: Help | Contact Us | About Us | Advertise With Us | Site Index | Site Map | Make Us Your Homepage | mywashingtonpost.com | Work at washingtonpost.com
The Washington Post: Subscribe | Subscriber Services | Advertise | Electronic Edition | Online Photo Store | The Washington Post Store | About The Post
The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

© Copyright 1996- 2006 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Rights-and Permissions

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/05/A R2006040502543.html ?referrer=email & referrer=email (4 of 4)4/6/2006 8:06:09 AM


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/05/AR2006040502543_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/emailafriend?contentId=AR2006040502543&sent=no
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/rssheadlines.xml
javascript:void(window.open(finalUrl,'Rightslink', 'location=no,toolbar=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=690,height=550'))
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;26938435;12605006;d?http://www.agedwards.com/public/content/sc/offers/estate.html?splash=estate&cid=0206LWP0XX2MX00
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B1NVmihA1RP_vNpz2owKUj9TaDcistQrEnNulAcCNtwGg0RkQARgBIJS5ngQoA0iPOVCAy_SY-v____8BqgENbWV0cm9fYXJ0aWNsZbIBFnd3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb23IAQGVAhx3SQo&num=1&adurl=http://www.latinopeoplemeet.com/%3Ft%3DGGC21123&client=ca-washingtonpost-primary_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B1NVmihA1RP_vNpz2owKUj9TaDcistQrEnNulAcCNtwGg0RkQARgBIJS5ngQoA0iPOVCAy_SY-v____8BqgENbWV0cm9fYXJ0aWNsZbIBFnd3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb23IAQGVAhx3SQo&num=1&adurl=http://www.latinopeoplemeet.com/%3Ft%3DGGC21123&client=ca-washingtonpost-primary_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B1NVmihA1RP_vNpz2owKUj9TaDcistQrEnNulAcCNtwGg0RkQARgBIJS5ngQoA0iPOVCAy_SY-v____8BqgENbWV0cm9fYXJ0aWNsZbIBFnd3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb23IAQGVAhx3SQo&num=1&adurl=http://www.latinopeoplemeet.com/%3Ft%3DGGC21123&client=ca-washingtonpost-primary_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BJQJlihA1RP_vNpz2owKUj9TaDbejggyf96jjAcCNtwHQyhYQAhgCIJS5ngQoA0iWOVDDrKyPBaABk5no_QOqAQ1tZXRyb19hcnRpY2xlsgEWd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbcgBAZUCFERICg&num=2&adurl=http://www.ChicagoSingles.org/singles.aspx%3Fid%3D1&client=ca-washingtonpost-primary_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BJQJlihA1RP_vNpz2owKUj9TaDbejggyf96jjAcCNtwHQyhYQAhgCIJS5ngQoA0iWOVDDrKyPBaABk5no_QOqAQ1tZXRyb19hcnRpY2xlsgEWd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbcgBAZUCFERICg&num=2&adurl=http://www.ChicagoSingles.org/singles.aspx%3Fid%3D1&client=ca-washingtonpost-primary_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BJQJlihA1RP_vNpz2owKUj9TaDbejggyf96jjAcCNtwHQyhYQAhgCIJS5ngQoA0iWOVDDrKyPBaABk5no_QOqAQ1tZXRyb19hcnRpY2xlsgEWd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbcgBAZUCFERICg&num=2&adurl=http://www.ChicagoSingles.org/singles.aspx%3Fid%3D1&client=ca-washingtonpost-primary_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BrVVEihA1RP_vNpz2owKUj9TaDaO1khD3xeLXAcCNtwHw5hcQAxgDIJS5ngQoA0iSOVDpjKbnAaoBDW1ldHJvX2FydGljbGWyARZ3d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tyAEBlQISxEgK&num=3&adurl=http://track.did-it.com/n%3Flid%3D18765805%26tid%3D43bc0894ad57f%26url%3Dhttp://www.brokescholar.com/index.cfm%3FCMP%3DKNL-S51F92570221%26LID%3D18765805&client=ca-washingtonpost-primary_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BrVVEihA1RP_vNpz2owKUj9TaDaO1khD3xeLXAcCNtwHw5hcQAxgDIJS5ngQoA0iSOVDpjKbnAaoBDW1ldHJvX2FydGljbGWyARZ3d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tyAEBlQISxEgK&num=3&adurl=http://track.did-it.com/n%3Flid%3D18765805%26tid%3D43bc0894ad57f%26url%3Dhttp://www.brokescholar.com/index.cfm%3FCMP%3DKNL-S51F92570221%26LID%3D18765805&client=ca-washingtonpost-primary_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BrVVEihA1RP_vNpz2owKUj9TaDaO1khD3xeLXAcCNtwHw5hcQAxgDIJS5ngQoA0iSOVDpjKbnAaoBDW1ldHJvX2FydGljbGWyARZ3d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tyAEBlQISxEgK&num=3&adurl=http://track.did-it.com/n%3Flid%3D18765805%26tid%3D43bc0894ad57f%26url%3Dhttp://www.brokescholar.com/index.cfm%3FCMP%3DKNL-S51F92570221%26LID%3D18765805&client=ca-washingtonpost-primary_js
http://www.washingtonpost.com?nav=globetop/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/opinions/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/sports/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/liveonline/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/photo/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/cityguide/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/classifieds/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/home?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/cars/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/realestate/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/help/popup/frame_page.html','help', 'width=730,height=600,scrollbars=true,toolbar=no,menubar=no,resizable=true'))
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediacenter/html/about_contact.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediacenter/html/about_welcome.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediakit/adinfo/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/
http://topics.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/topics/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/guide/setashome.htm
http://www.mywashingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/JobSearchServlet?featuredemployer=Washingtonpost.+Newsweek+Interactive
http://subscribe.washpost.com/contactus.nsf/frmsubscribezip?openform&code=wc
http://www.washingtonpost.com/subscriberservices
http://adsite.washpost.com/
http://ee.washpost.com/index.jsp
http://www.washingtonpost.com/buyphotos
http://washingtonpoststore.com/
http://www.washpost.com/
http://www.washpostco.com/index.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/copy.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/permissions.htm?nav=globebot

	washingtonpost.com
	Immigration Debate Wakes A 'Sleeping Latino Giant'


	FKKKCBCADFKCFEGMJNJLDBLCFCCHHKDB: 
	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: AR2006040502543


	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: news
	f2: news
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: news
	f2: news
	f3: 

	f4: 




