
●     Travel 
●     Finance 

●     Entertainment

●     Yahoo!
●     My Yahoo!

●     Mail
●     More 

●     New User? 
●     Sign Up
●     Sign In

●     Help

     Make Y! your home page 

 

Yahoo! SearchSearch:  
●     Home
●     U.S.
●     Business
●     World
●     Entertainment
●     Sports
●     Tech
●     Politics

●     Elections
●     Science
●     Health
●     Most Popular

Elections

White House

Congress

U.S. Government

World

Supreme Court

Press Releases

Judy Woodruff

Search:    Advanced 

 Levin: 
Senate 
will 
keep 
paying 
for 
war 

Sun Apr 8, 6:53 PM ET

WASHINGTON - The Senate will not stop paying for the 

Levin: Senate will keep paying for war - Yahoo! News

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070408/ap_on_go_co/us_iraq;_ylt=AvzH1qG9kr1kqGr29iizN (1 of 4)4/8/2007 9:14:52 PM

http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=1/SIG=10p28ptrh/*http://travel.yahoo.com
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=2/SIG=10q40gpus/*http://finance.yahoo.com
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=3/SIG=113l2n34m/*http://entertainment.tv.yahoo.com
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=4/SIG=10np9vmbm/*http://www.yahoo.com/
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=5/SIG=10m97m5i1/*http://my.yahoo.com/
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=6/SIG=10od5rqfs/*http://mail.yahoo.com/
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=7/SIG=119rld6dj/*http://docs.yahoo.com/docs/family/more/
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=8/SIG=1468679ft/*https://edit.yahoo.com/config/eval_register?.done=http://news.yahoo.com%2fs%2fap%2f20070408%2fap_on_go_co%2fus_iraq&.src=yn&.intl=us
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=9/SIG=13vt17rpb/*https://login.yahoo.com/config/login?.done=http://news.yahoo.com%2fs%2fap%2f20070408%2fap_on_go_co%2fus_iraq&.src=yn&.intl=us
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=10/SIG=1184ggc4j/*http://help.yahoo.com/l/us/yahoo/news/
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12ijahh00/M=289534.10143516.10815657.6766641/D=news/S=83018124:HMYYH/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=3047844/R=0/SIG=10uacnjgh/*http://www.yahoo.com/bin/set
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=12gbqmms2/M=251521.4264360.5463879.4155839/D=news/S=83018124:HEADR/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkgeMwfIE/Y=YAHOO/EXP=1176092053/A=1894157/R=11/SIG=10niob72s/*http://news.yahoo.com
http://news.yahoo.com/;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAkweMwfIE
http://news.yahoo.com/i/718;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAlAeMwfIE
http://news.yahoo.com/i/749;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAlQeMwfIE
http://news.yahoo.com/i/721;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAlgeMwfIE
http://news.yahoo.com/i/762;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAlweMwfIE
http://news.yahoo.com/i/755;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAmAeMwfIE
http://news.yahoo.com/i/738;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAmQeMwfIE
http://news.yahoo.com/i/703;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAmgeMwfIE
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAmweMwfIE/SIG=10vrjo8vt/**http%3A//election.yahoo.com/
http://news.yahoo.com/i/753;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAnAeMwfIE
http://news.yahoo.com/i/751;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAnQeMwfIE
http://news.yahoo.com/i/964;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAngeMwfIE
http://us.lrd.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAqAeMwfIE/SIG=11fc2frmg/**http%3A//news.search.yahoo.com/news/advanced
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/dailynews/ap/brand/SIG=br2v03;_ylt=A0SOwml1oRlGUOEAqQeMwfIE/*http://www.ap.org


Levin: Senate will keep paying for war - Yahoo! News

Iraq war or relent from insisting that President Bush keep pressing the Baghdad government for a 
negotiated end to the violence, a top Democrat said Sunday. 

ADVERTISEMENT Michigan Sen. Carl Levin (news, bio, voting 
record), the Senate Armed Service 
Committee chairman, took issue with an 
effort by Majority Leader Harry Reid (news, 
bio, voting record) to limit war spending 
after March 2008 as a way to end U.S. 
involvement.

"We're not going to vote to cut funding, 
period," Levin said. "But what we should do, 
and we're going to do, is continue to press 
this president to put some pressure on the 
Iraqi leaders to reach a political settlement."

Bush has asked Congress for more than 
$100 billion to pay for the wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan this year. The House and 
Senate have approved the money, but their bills seek to wind down the war by including timelines for 
troops to come home — something Bush will not accept.

The Senate bill would require a U.S. troop exit to begin within 120 days, with a completion goal of March 
31, 2008. The House bill would order all combat troops out by Sept. 1, 2008.

Democratic leaders have not negotiated a final version to send the president. Bush has made clear he 
will veto it, which will start the process all over.

"We're going to fund the troops. We always have," Levin said. He added, "We're very strong in supporting 
the troops, but we're also strong on putting pressure on the Iraqi leaders to live up to their own 
commitments without that political settlement on their part, there is no military solution."

Sen. Arlen Specter (news, bio, voting record), R-Pa., said "there have not been sufficient efforts at 
discussions" between lawmakers and White House. "We cannot leave the troops unfunded in the field. 
That just can't be done. And Congress is not in a position to micromanage the war. But we do not have 
any good alternative. Right now, you can't see the end of the tunnel, let alone a light at the end of the 
tunnel."

Specter said he was not prepared "to withdraw funding at this time. But my patience, like many others, is 
growing very thin."

Reid, D-Nev., said last week that if Bush rejects the Democrats' legislation, he would join with Sen. Russ 
Feingold (news, bio, voting record), D-Wis., one of the party's most liberal members who has long called 
to end the war by denying funding for it. Reid's latest proposal would give the president one year to get 
troops out, ending funding for combat operations after March 31, 2008.

"We can keep the benchmarks part of the bill without saying that the troops must begin to come back 
within four months," Levin said. "If that doesn't work and the president vetoes because of that, and he 
will, then that part of it is removed, because we're going to fund the troops.

"And what we will leave will be benchmarks, for instance, which would require the president to certify to 
the American people if the Iraqis are meeting the benchmarks for political settlement, which they, the 
Iraqi leaders, have set for themselves," he said.

Sen. Jon Kyl (news, bio, voting record), R-Ariz., said it is unacceptable to set a goal and timetable for 
withdrawing the troops. He said lawmakers who support that are basing it on a false notion that the Iraqis 
are not listening to the United States.

"I was over there about a month ago. We saw the reaction of the Iraqis. They are cooperating with us. So 
that's old news that they're not cooperating. That's one of the reasons this new surge strategy is 
working," he said.

 
AP Photo: In this photo provided by ABC 
News, Senate Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Carl Levin, D-Mich.,... 
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Kyl said withholding money from troops with the aim of sending a message to Iraqis that they must do 
better would be self-defeating.

"You're also sending a message to our troops and to our enemies, who know that all they have to do is 
wait the conflict out. This is not the way to try to micromanage a war from the U.S. Senate," he said.

Levin and Kyl were interviewed on "This Week" on ABC and Specter appeared on "Late Edition" on CNN.
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