FEMA Official Criticizes Trailer Plan for Evacuees
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FEMA Official Criticizes Trailer Plan for Evacuees
Lump-Sum Payments to Victims Urged

By Spencer S. Hsu
Washington Post Staff Writer
Friday, December 9, 2005; Page A12

The federal government's second-ranking disaster official in Louisiana yesterday criticized the Federal Emergency Management Agency's program to house Hurricane Katrina evacuees in trailers, calling the effort

wasteful and counter to the long-term interest of more than 100,000 displaced families.

Instead of spending as much as $140,000 for each trailer and site for a family to use for 18 months, the government should hand out in a lump sum the $26,200 that Congress has approved for storm victims, Scott

Wells, a FEMA official and the federal coordinating officer for Louisiana, told senators.

"This would allow [evacuees] to quickly get on with rebuilding their lives and afford them an immediate permanent housing solution. It also saves the U.S.
taxpayer hundreds of thousands of dollars," Wells told the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee in written remarks he submitted.
"Temporary housing is not cost effective or customer-oriented."

The blunt assessment from the top deputy to Coast Guard Vice Adm. Thad W. Allen, who is in charge of the disaster response, is the first rebuke by a top FEMA
official of one of the government's biggest recovery initiatives, which is bogged down more than three months after the Aug. 29 storm.

FEMA spokeswoman Nicol Andrews said that Wells spoke for himself but added that the program is under review.

"I think Mr. Wells would agree, since he has led dozens of disasters, that FEMA programs work well in the large majority of the 50 to 60 disasters declared in this
country every year," Andrews said. "However, [Homeland Security Secretary Michael] Chertoff and [FEMA Acting Director R. David] Paulison have committed to
review how those programs work in catastrophic situations and how they may be improved overall.”

She added that Louisiana Gov. Kathleen Babineaux Blanco (D) requested the trailers so state residents could return while they await reconstruction. Heavily
damaged areas lack other housing, and not all victims are eligible for the full amount of aid.

FEMA awarded without competition more than $1 billion to four firms for temporary housing within days of the storm, but determined later that they could not meet
production goals. Housing analysts condemned creation of "FEMAVville" evacuee encampments, and local communities balked at hosting them.

Under fire from Congress, FEMA is rebidding the contracts, but 125,000 trailers remain on order. As of Wednesday, FEMA has installed 39,000 trailers and
mobile homes. An additional 20,000 are in place or await sites.

Meanwhile, about 1.6 million families are approved for FEMA hurricane assistance. About 800,000 households have received cash aid, and 519,000 families have
gotten help with their rent, at a total cost of $3.3 billion.

A federal court in New Orleans is set to hear a request today to order a temporary halt to FEMA's plans to stop paying for 41,000 hotel rooms for evacuees,
beginning Dec. 15. The class-action lawsuit was brought by 14 evacuees who say the agency has failed to provide other assistance as required under law.
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FEMA Official Criticizes Trailer Plan for Evacuees

FEMA says it is trying to move families into a three-month, $2,368 rental aid program and end the hotel subsidy, which costs more than $2,000 a month per room.

But apartment industry and low-income housing advocates say that program, too, has been poorly implemented, with little notice or guidance to landlords or
evacuees.

"I have long believed that it would have been far more effective at this stage for FEMA to have given vouchers for housing and to assist people in finding private-
sector housing," said Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine), chairman of a panel investigating the response. "l think it still is a possibility."

Wells's testimony came as House and Senate members stepped up criticism of the efforts by FEMA and the Department of Housing and Urban Development in
the Gulf, and top FEMA officials in Gulf states described a listing of problems.

Senior FEMA aides warned then-Director Michael D. Brown in June 2004 that response teams were unprepared and understaffed. After the hurricane, they found
that Gulf state and local officials lacked familiarity with national emergency plans, and that programs for individuals are confusing, inadequate and contradictory,
Wells said.

Print This Article E-Mail This Article Permission to Republish

© 2005 The Washington Post Company

Save on All Your Calls with Vonage

government, strong communities, and
secure families.

-« Modesto Lavertu

o .- US News :. .: All American Patriots :.

© Full List of Blogs (4 links) »

Most Blogged About Articles
£ on washingtonpost.com | On the web

FOWERED B‘r’_
Technorati

What's this?

When looking for local regional and long distance calling, use Vonage to make calls to all 50 states and Canada. Get voicemalil, great international rates and more. Sign up

today.
www.vonage.com

MyCashNow - $100 - $1,500 Overnight

Payday Loan Cash goes in your account overnight. Very low fees. Fast decisions. Direct deposit is not required. No credit check. Confidential - secure.

Www.mycashnow.com

Mortgage Rates Hit Record Lows
$160,000 loan as low as $633/month. Compare rates - refinance now.
www.lowermybills.com

Advertisemeant

Sign up with VONAGE and get 1 free month

Saving for college? Use holidays to earn BabyMint Bucks™

NASCAR Tickets on Sale Now

Lawyers: Guidant Defibrillators, Ortho Evra, Toxic Pollution

$160,000 Mortgage for Under $785/Month!

For College Graduates, Reduce Your Student Loans

Refinance a $200,000 loan for $770/mo

Cool gadgets, hot deals. Visit circuitcity.com

Custom Sweatshirts, T-shirts, Custom Hats

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/12/08/AR2005120802177.html referrer=email & referrer=email (4 of 5)12/9/2005 1:13:23 AM


http://www.firedupwashington.com/
http://www.firedupwashington.com/
http://modestol.blog-king.net/
http://www.allamericanpatriots.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/12/08/AR2005120802177_Technorati.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/technorati/RoundUp.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/technorati/NewsTalk.html
http://www.technorati.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/12/08/AR2005120802177_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/emailafriend?contentId=AR2005120802177&sent=no
javascript:void(window.open(finalUrl,'Rightslink', 'location=no,toolbar=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=690,height=550'))
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/adproducts/advertisingLinks/whatthis.html
http://www60.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg15FSyZXyl%5FruNLbXU7DemUBd0MnpttU9UMxmeaog7yUyTrc7JuuJ3ZomTexusUiFj7bRvvJ%2Dbral8KTcelDbARTWW7j%5F3IzGyYI6cPD%5FRoUexeZ%5FgvXpn5lYaHIHY2%2Dxb4Gzn%2D%5FOJ9H8PH1M%5F5lWwGmY%5F%5FFms8mxw%2D4fYc7d3FdurVHVJvMw3YRa2Y%5FOKJkKS7ZUd9qRliWAKJEzwtR94p%2DsOiISXliq5RkMvAONJGBPkYfMfIcJz8TynPztGvWnkdhIMEnn9fMWmRuU3yKQyoNlP3KU1L4LzwpNXfXxrB%2DVoTsJuOyA0uSEJN1joDSxQM7HFXHxdwV2f0dnEq6ufAuHSiU%5FjU3DO9FQMLyUuSNvMPmGdRATK14B%2DYK5Oec20w%2E%2E&yargs=www.vonage.com
http://www60.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg15FSyZXyl%5FruNLbXU7DemUBd0MnpttU9UMxmeaog7yUyTrc7JuuJ3ZomTexusUiFj7bRvvJ%2Dbral8KTcelDbARTWW7j%5F3IzGyYI6cPD%5FRoUexeZ%5FgvXpn5lYaHIHY2%2Dxb4Gzn%2D%5FOJ9H8PH1M%5F5lWwGmY%5F%5FFms8mxw%2D4fYc7d3FdurVHVJvMw3YRa2Y%5FOKJkKS7ZUd9qRliWAKJEzwtR94p%2DsOiISXliq5RkMvAONJGBPkYfMfIcJz8TynPztGvWnkdhIMEnn9fMWmRuU3yKQyoNlP3KU1L4LzwpNXfXxrB%2DVoTsJuOyA0uSEJN1joDSxQM7HFXHxdwV2f0dnEq6ufAuHSiU%5FjU3DO9FQMLyUuSNvMPmGdRATK14B%2DYK5Oec20w%2E%2E&yargs=www.vonage.com
http://www60.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg11dSsZXyl%5FruNLbXU6PbigtQidj3p4lzDpF%5FGssLticvBKM7KvaSw9smGKh4rjzgXu3WvbgXM7ik3qbOQQTfTFraHuar3IvMyIk7Y6ejUdJPhLQrkOm%5FloRMOixQZWS2KIHqy%2DnPcoX9an5P%5F94AxRmdq6Rmxcu3lLNMQbPailh68wjSIJ0H7vJ%5FhZ3HfM9YTucBLIzMlXfAeZ1Cy4p3k%2DfwPykXeiuksm0L%2DQvVJTl3pKecKYoPurT1yY6fa7X7zpRBLgbP4fcXsFrSiWufzIkSKWXFzvRHzRdXGuikPmWallhw9bGPv8Ota4k18gCSPZOfQjOzJAAuaUd0UKWye06iFSUJ0jXoMcoYZ52j%2DyK%2DAKfVACEnYVoD69S3OscQtgC5ujtrCRfuROTUzFw4MuYex0xrl1GiiBU6g%2Dg0%2D%5FPcLNlBu4aDjxvPJ3pasHreroqhWs2w8Ad34ydy8vBeL%2DZyl%2DlaoV4yqGn%2Do4Dc%5FdUO945aao2osSUM%5FrvqdVI8bbvCcOhTTNh%5FYEWWD33VbP7VgnA5c0QUKlfcy%5FGkjhLfpoIoGbaRghp0uBIrfiFYb18W5LOEv4zlmjuDLDItjTmVcIi00xHqjMIkTEHIhA%2E%2E&yargs=www.mycashnow.com
http://www60.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg11dSsZXyl%5FruNLbXU6PbigtQidj3p4lzDpF%5FGssLticvBKM7KvaSw9smGKh4rjzgXu3WvbgXM7ik3qbOQQTfTFraHuar3IvMyIk7Y6ejUdJPhLQrkOm%5FloRMOixQZWS2KIHqy%2DnPcoX9an5P%5F94AxRmdq6Rmxcu3lLNMQbPailh68wjSIJ0H7vJ%5FhZ3HfM9YTucBLIzMlXfAeZ1Cy4p3k%2DfwPykXeiuksm0L%2DQvVJTl3pKecKYoPurT1yY6fa7X7zpRBLgbP4fcXsFrSiWufzIkSKWXFzvRHzRdXGuikPmWallhw9bGPv8Ota4k18gCSPZOfQjOzJAAuaUd0UKWye06iFSUJ0jXoMcoYZ52j%2DyK%2DAKfVACEnYVoD69S3OscQtgC5ujtrCRfuROTUzFw4MuYex0xrl1GiiBU6g%2Dg0%2D%5FPcLNlBu4aDjxvPJ3pasHreroqhWs2w8Ad34ydy8vBeL%2DZyl%2DlaoV4yqGn%2Do4Dc%5FdUO945aao2osSUM%5FrvqdVI8bbvCcOhTTNh%5FYEWWD33VbP7VgnA5c0QUKlfcy%5FGkjhLfpoIoGbaRghp0uBIrfiFYb18W5LOEv4zlmjuDLDItjTmVcIi00xHqjMIkTEHIhA%2E%2E&yargs=www.mycashnow.com
http://www60.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg15xSyJXyl%5FruNLbXU6TFhUBQy9rhsJYnXcglQ5ZAoy0wTrw9O7yYxZEtBfI9rU7fjq3RvvRDdafum4%5FJR1HZAQzVQbz%5F2Y3GzY9sMa23DdxFjrM6lefol4FHOn8AYWq5b4eznujKIdKKPn4%2D9v13uBib9ec4zM63xecIY%2DKb1VN7%5F1TTZao02qcrl5TOWpMBQsAnd92bk1DleJ02y8osne30DhADKSuq5Bl9qVzzUUNp%2D6PMatQEsMaCnfmRaPWhkdpXbU2b4qluukHCgGjDxNUlYzjGzPEMyHk0Ybu%2DP2TL1wYuqLDbkvvZN95juCboRM%5FbATH6JgIlJSo1Ucy6eB2aMyAx4QjEc0R2OcnWyhf3DbGQXC0mQ2Mx&yargs=www.lowermybills.com
http://www60.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg15xSyJXyl%5FruNLbXU6TFhUBQy9rhsJYnXcglQ5ZAoy0wTrw9O7yYxZEtBfI9rU7fjq3RvvRDdafum4%5FJR1HZAQzVQbz%5F2Y3GzY9sMa23DdxFjrM6lefol4FHOn8AYWq5b4eznujKIdKKPn4%2D9v13uBib9ec4zM63xecIY%2DKb1VN7%5F1TTZao02qcrl5TOWpMBQsAnd92bk1DleJ02y8osne30DhADKSuq5Bl9qVzzUUNp%2D6PMatQEsMaCnfmRaPWhkdpXbU2b4qluukHCgGjDxNUlYzjGzPEMyHk0Ybu%2DP2TL1wYuqLDbkvvZN95juCboRM%5FbATH6JgIlJSo1Ucy6eB2aMyAx4QjEc0R2OcnWyhf3DbGQXC0mQ2Mx&yargs=www.lowermybills.com
http://clk.atdmt.com/VON/go/wpnxxvon0300000424von/direct/01/
http://www.babymint.com?refid=washpost/
http://www.stagefronttickets.com/nascar/nascar.htm
http://www.weitzlux.com/guidantdefibrillatorlawsuit_1201.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/orthoevralawsuitinformation_7851.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/toxictortlawyermoldexpert_1138.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;15041070;11095630;m?http://www.lowermybills.com/lre/index.jsp?pgid=%epid!&aid=%eaid!
http://tools.cfsloans.com/promo102/
http://www.getsmart.com/grd/refinanceyourhome.asp?adtype=1&esourceid=221035&siteid=washington_post&partner=washpost
http://www.circuitcity.com/ccd/home.do?Key=70830
http://www.customink.com/custom/custom-sweatshirts.htm
http://www.customink.com/
http://www.customink.com/custom/custom-hats.htm

	washingtonpost.com
	FEMA Official Criticizes Trailer Plan for Evacuees


	ABAECNNEJIHNNENEIJEGFEEKFCANIPLD: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f2: Off





