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By Farah Stockman, Globe Staff | December 18, 2006

WASHINGTON -- Colin L. Powell, the former secretary of state, cast
doubt yesterday on the feasibility of a plan to send tens of thousands
more US troops to Iraq, and Senator Edward M. Kennedy and other
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then, sure, I'll go along with it," said Reid, a Nevada Democrat.
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US troop increase unwise, Powell says - The Boston Globe

But Kennedy, a Massachusetts Democrat who serves on the Armed
Services Committee, said the plan would face wide opposition in the
Senate. "l respect Harry Reid on it, but that's not where | am,"” Kennedy
said yesterday during his first-ever appearance on "Fox News Sunday."

President Bush is weighing several options for a new strategy in Iraq,
including a proposal to send 30,000 to 50,000 additional troops to
Baghdad in a bid to dampen sectarian tensions and buy time for the Iraqi
government to reach a political agreement that can curb sectarian killings
and unrest.

In his most wide-ranging remarks on Iraq since leaving the
administration, Powell, the former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
said an attempt this summer to stabilize Baghdad by moving troops there
from elsewhere in Iraqg had not worked.

"I am not persuaded that another surge of troops into Baghdad for the
purposes of suppressing this communitarian violence, this civil war, will
work," he said on CBS's "Face the Nation."

Powell also said that the US military is already stretched too thin to send
additional troops from outside Irag. "There really are no additional troops
to send, he said, adding that he agrees with assessments that the US
Army is "about broken."

Top aides to Bush say there are signs that the president is leaning
toward a troop increase in Irag, which has been backed by Senator John
McCain, an Arizona Republican, and Senator Joseph I. Lieberman, a
Connecticut Democrat.

“I think President Bush is going to want to demonstrate that he went the
last mile to try to reach success," said James A. Phillips , research fellow
at the Heritage Foundation, a conservative Washington-based think tank.

"By surging US troops into Baghdad, it could . . . help buy the Iraqi
government more time to build up its strength, security forces, and
popular support by bringing a greater personal security for Iragis," Phillips
said.Continued...
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