
 

  
Subscribe to the 
newspaper 
Find out more >> 

●     

●     

●     

●     

●     

●     

●     

●     

●     

●     

●     

 

Ships that don't dare to sail
Published: December 14, 2006

  E-Mail Article

  Listen to Article

  Printer-Friendly

  3-Column Format

  Translate

  Share Article

   Add to Clippings 

The Coast Guard, supposedly America's first line of defense against 
water-borne terrorists and drug smugglers, has been staggered by a 
shipbuilding scandal of enormous proportions. A long-term 
modernization program to replace nearly all of the Coast Guard's 
ships, planes and helicopters — begun four years ago in the wake of 
9/11 — is foundering while its projected costs are skyrocketing. In 
Iraq, lax government oversight and incompetence or profiteering by 
contractors have disabled reconstruction efforts. Now the same 
disease is undermining U.S. coastal defenses.
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Text 
SizeThe misjudgments and slipshod work would be grist for slapstick 

comedy if the consequences, in cost and weakened defenses, were 
not so serious. The estimated costs of the project, known as Deepwater, have ballooned from 
$17 billion when it started in 2002 to $24 billion today. The plans call for 91 new ships, 124 
small boats, 195 new or rebuilt helicopters and 49 unmanned aerial vehicles. But don't count 
on any of the new vehicles working.

The initial venture — converting the Coast Guard's rusting patrol boats into bigger, more 
versatile cutters — has been canceled because hull cracks and engine failures made the first 
eight ships unseaworthy. Plans for a new class of ships with an innovative hull design were 
halted after the design was found to be flawed. And even the radios placed in small open boats 
proved faulty; they shorted out because they had not been made waterproof.

In the latest chapter in this disgraceful performance, the Coast Guard did not inform Congress 
that it was warned two years ago by its chief engineer that a proposed National Security 
Cutter, meant to be the flagship of its fleet, had "significant flaws" in its structural design and 
should not be started until the problems were addressed. The Coast Guard began construction 
anyway. It plans to reinforce the first two versions that are being built and change the design 
on the remaining six.

How could this happen? Mostly because the Coast Guard, in an astonishing abdication of 
responsibility, gave two large military contractors, Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman, 
near total freedom to plan, supervise and deliver the new ships and helicopters. In some 
cases, the contractors made boneheaded decisions, as when their shipyard partner ignored 
warnings by Coast Guard engineers that the converted patrol boats might buckle under the 
extra weight.

Today in Opinion
 A gag on free speech

 High-speed colonoscopies

 Congress and sunshine

 

No wonder the contractors are ducking for cover as the scandal 
reverberates, and are leaving all comment to the hapless Coast 
Guard. The Coast Guard seems, belatedly, to be moving in the 
right direction by giving its own engineers more supervisory 
power over the work and creating a division to oversee 
procurement and maintenance of ships and planes. Even so, 

the new Congress and the Department of Homeland Security, which is responsible for the 
Coast Guard, will need to keep a sharp eye on the Coast Guard's performance. The industrial 
contractors have proved they were not up to the job.

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/12/14/opinion/edships.php (2 of 4)12/16/2006 4:38:32 PM

javascript:textSize('down')
javascript:textSize('up')
http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/12/15/opinion/edspeech.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/12/15/opinion/edcolon.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/12/15/opinion/edcongress.php
http://ad.fr.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/34bd/0/0/%2a/t;44306;0-0;0;4942971;6-120/60;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f



Ships that don't dare to sail - Opinion - International Herald Tribune

Back to topHome  >  Opinion

 

Most E-Mailed Articles
 SubscribeLast 24 Hours Last 7 Days Last 30 Days

 1. Bush's brother suspends Florida death penalty after botched 
execution 

 2. US jury confirms $488 million British judgment against 
DaimlerChrysler subsidiary 

 3. O.J. Simpson's book editor is fired 

 4. Brazil, Argentina sign deal on direct currency conversion 

 5. Children released unharmed by kidnappers in Haiti 

 6. Gold hits 1 1/2-month low; U.S. dollar holds on to gains 

 7. Illegal immigrants contributed $17 billion to Texas economy last 
year, report says 

 8. Breast cancer drop has women fearing menopause hormones 
again 

 9. Florida governor suspends executions; California judge declares 
injection method unconstitutional 

 10. Venezuela's Chavez denies Castro dying of cancer 

AudioNews: IHT.com on the 
go
Listen to IHT articles on your computer, and 
create custom podcasts for your portable 
music player. Try it now.

Ads by Google

USCG Captain's License
Get your Captains License in just 3 weekends. No Coast Guard Exam!
www.MarinersSchool.com

Us Coast Guard Parka
USCG GORE-TEX Foul Weather Parka Polartec Jacket/Liner Available
BDU.COM

IHT Subscriptions 
Sign Up  |  Manage 

More Features 
Blogs 
Top Ten Articles 

The Newspaper 
Today's Page One in Europe 
Today's Page One in Asia 
IHT Electronic Edition 
E-Mail the Editor 

Services 
Funds Insite 
Classifieds 
Advertise with the IHT Other Formats 

E-Mail Alerts 
AudioNews 
Mobile 
RSS  

 

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/12/14/opinion/edships.php (3 of 4)12/16/2006 4:38:32 PM

http://www.iht.com/pages/index.php
http://www.iht.com/opinion
http://www.iht.com/rss/mostemailedRSS_1.xml
http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/12/16/news/web.1216death.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/12/16/news/web.1216death.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/16/business/NA_FIN_US_Freightliner_MAN.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/16/business/NA_FIN_US_Freightliner_MAN.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/12/16/business/web.1216simpson.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/15/business/LA_FIN_Brazil_Argentina_Trade.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/15/news/CB_GEN_Haiti_Kidnapped_Children.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/15/business/NA_FIN_MKT_US_Commodities_Roundup.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/15/america/NA_GEN_US_Immigrant_Contributions.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/15/america/NA_GEN_US_Immigrant_Contributions.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/15/america/NA_MED_US_Hormone_Scare.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/15/america/NA_MED_US_Hormone_Scare.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/16/america/NA_GEN_US_Executions_Suspended.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/16/america/NA_GEN_US_Executions_Suspended.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2006/12/16/america/LA_GEN_Venezuela_Cuba.php
http://audionews.iht.com/
http://audionews.iht.com/
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BWfPIC3SERcTcOZWu4gKvgoG-BLzfrBL0oOSgAcCNtwHwjDUQARgBIO7p-wIoBDAAOABQ5oz0v_z_____AWDJltqI_KPIEKoBB2FydGljbGWyAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA2LzEyLzE0L29waW5pb24vZWRzaGlwcy5waHCoAwE&num=1&adurl=http://www.MarinersSchool.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BWfPIC3SERcTcOZWu4gKvgoG-BLzfrBL0oOSgAcCNtwHwjDUQARgBIO7p-wIoBDAAOABQ5oz0v_z_____AWDJltqI_KPIEKoBB2FydGljbGWyAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA2LzEyLzE0L29waW5pb24vZWRzaGlwcy5waHCoAwE&num=1&adurl=http://www.MarinersSchool.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BkVbxC3SERcTcOZWu4gKvgoG-BIPR2ReDjNDMAsCNtwGAtRgQAhgCIO7p-wIoBDAAOABQg_ah4P7_____AWDJltqI_KPIEKAB-c_b_gOqAQdhcnRpY2xlsgELd3d3LmlodC5jb23IAQHaATpodHRwOi8vd3d3LmlodC5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAwNi8xMi8xNC9vcGluaW9uL2Vkc2hpcHMucGhwgAIBqAMB&num=2&adurl=http://www.bdu.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc%3FScreen%3DCTGY%26Category_Code%3DFOULWEATHERSYSTEM&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BkVbxC3SERcTcOZWu4gKvgoG-BIPR2ReDjNDMAsCNtwGAtRgQAhgCIO7p-wIoBDAAOABQg_ah4P7_____AWDJltqI_KPIEKAB-c_b_gOqAQdhcnRpY2xlsgELd3d3LmlodC5jb23IAQHaATpodHRwOi8vd3d3LmlodC5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZXMvMjAwNi8xMi8xNC9vcGluaW9uL2Vkc2hpcHMucGhwgAIBqAMB&num=2&adurl=http://www.bdu.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc%3FScreen%3DCTGY%26Category_Code%3DFOULWEATHERSYSTEM&client=ca-iht_js
http://www.iht.com/subscribe/index.html
http://www.subs.iht.com/
http://blogs.iht.com/
http://www.iht.com/indexes/topten/index.html
http://www.iht.com/pdfs/frontpagepdf/europefrontpage.pdf
http://www.iht.com/pdfs/frontpagepdf/asiafrontpage.pdf
http://www.iht.newsstand.com/digital
mailto:letters@iht.com
http://www.iht.com/funds
http://www.iht.com/classifieds/index.html
http://www.iht.com/info/adinfo.html
http://www.iht.com/emailalerts/emailalerts.php
http://audionews.iht.com/
http://www.iht.com/mobile
http://www.iht.com/rss/index.html
http://www.iht.com/rss/index.html


Ships that don't dare to sail - Opinion - International Herald Tribune

US Coast Guard Captains
For Atlantic & Gulf Coast Mariners Since 1977. USCG Approved Courses!
www.seaschool.com

US Coast Guard Prints
Largest Collection Find your ship
www.VeramarNavalProducts.com

  Site Feedback | Terms of Use | Contributor Policy | Site Map About the IHT | Privacy & Cookies | Contact the IHT    

Copyright © 2006 the International Herald Tribune All rights reserved       

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/12/14/opinion/edships.php (4 of 4)12/16/2006 4:38:32 PM

http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BcJdEC3SERcTcOZWu4gKvgoG-BKPwnQjr9-mYAcCNtwGwtjwQAxgDIO7p-wIoBDAAOABQrLH7xfn_____AWDJltqI_KPIEKoBB2FydGljbGWyAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA2LzEyLzE0L29waW5pb24vZWRzaGlwcy5waHCoAwE&num=3&adurl=http://www.seaschool.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BcJdEC3SERcTcOZWu4gKvgoG-BKPwnQjr9-mYAcCNtwGwtjwQAxgDIO7p-wIoBDAAOABQrLH7xfn_____AWDJltqI_KPIEKoBB2FydGljbGWyAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA2LzEyLzE0L29waW5pb24vZWRzaGlwcy5waHCoAwE&num=3&adurl=http://www.seaschool.com&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BZq4mC3SERcTcOZWu4gKvgoG-BIS4kSP0vfDEAsCNtwHgxQgQBBgEIO7p-wIoBDAAOABQqbHvxv7_____AWDJltqI_KPIEKoBB2FydGljbGWyAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA2LzEyLzE0L29waW5pb24vZWRzaGlwcy5waHCoAwE&num=4&adurl=http://www.veramarnavalproducts.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc%3FScreen%3DCTGY%26Store_Code%3Dnaval%26Category_Code%3DCG&client=ca-iht_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BZq4mC3SERcTcOZWu4gKvgoG-BIS4kSP0vfDEAsCNtwHgxQgQBBgEIO7p-wIoBDAAOABQqbHvxv7_____AWDJltqI_KPIEKoBB2FydGljbGWyAQt3d3cuaWh0LmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuaWh0LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy8yMDA2LzEyLzE0L29waW5pb24vZWRzaGlwcy5waHCoAwE&num=4&adurl=http://www.veramarnavalproducts.com/Merchant2/merchant.mvc%3FScreen%3DCTGY%26Store_Code%3Dnaval%26Category_Code%3DCG&client=ca-iht_js
mailto:webhelp@iht.com
http://www.iht.com/info/termsofuse.html
http://www.iht.com/info/contributor.html
http://www.iht.com/sitemap.html
http://www.iht.com/info/about.html
http://www.iht.com/info/privacy.html
http://www.iht.com/info/contact.html
http://www.iht.com/pages/index.html

	iht.com
	Ships that don't dare to sail - Opinion - International Herald Tribune


	LEOJKAJMGNPOBIIICIDJIGHGAIDEOFPC: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: SEARCH

	f2: 




