Threats, Promisesand Lies

&he New Nork Times Editorial /Op -Ed February 25, 2003
m SEARCH | o to Adwanced Searchdfrchive | + o070 MEMBER CENTER " Fp— |
J0B MARKET | | I Past 30 Days | © Welcome, ctzcrank
REAL ESTATE ———
AUTOS NEW ~ | [=|E-Mail Thiz aticle
—_— | Ir.—‘-
m Dunate m | CLICK HERE | g . .
T —— 1o The Meediest Cxses Fund S— 1B Frinter-Friendly Format
National Most E-Mailed Aricles

OP-ED COLUMNIST

Washington

Business PENIAT R LLIE cTARBUCKS.COM
Technolo SPONSORED BY

Technology

Threats, Promises and Lies

Science
Health
Sports By PAUL KRUGMAN

New York Region
Education

Weather
Obituaries o it seems that Turkey wasn't really haggling about the price, it just wouldn't  ~qjumnist

NYT Front Page accept payment by check or credit card. In return for support of an Irag Biography: Paul
Corrections invasion, Turkey wanted — and got — immediate aid, cash on the . Krugman

EEITT barrelhead, rather than mere assurances about future help. Y ou'd almost think
Editorials/Op-Ed President Bush had a credibility problem.

Forum: Discuss

- Columns -
Readers' Opinions This Column
And he does.

E-mail: krugman@nytimes.com
.  Thefunny thing is that this administration sets great store by credibility. Asthe

Arts S . . . )

Books justifications for invading Irag come and go — Saddam is devel oping nuclear

Movies weapons; no, but he'sin league with Osama; no, but he'sreally evil — the case for

Travel war has come increasingly to rest on credibility. Y ou see, say the hawks, we've TIMES NEWS TRACKER

NYC Guide already put our soldiersin position, so we must attack or the world won't take us _

Dining & Wine seriously. Topics Alerts

Home & Garden Bush, George W

Fashion & Style o . L United States

Crossword/Games | But credibility isn't just about punishing people who cross you. It's aso about International Relations

Cartoons honoring promises, and telling the truth. And those are areas where the Bush : :

J—\"’"vzei?:‘;e . administration has problems. 72”'@ Na:'i:sf .

] View rmament, berense an

Multimedia/Photos ) o . . . Military Forces

College Consider the astonishing fact that Vicente Fox, president of Mexico, appears Create Your Own | Manage Alerts

Learning Network | unwilling to cast his U.N. Security Council vote in America's favor. Given Take a Tour
EEIIEEI  Mexico's close economic ties to the United States, and Mr. Fox's onetime personal Sian Up for Newsletiors

Archive relationship with Mr. Bush, Mexico should have been more or less automatically in

Classifieds America's column. But the Mexican president feels betrayed. He took the

Book a Trip - . — . .

Personals politically risky step of aligning himself closely with Mr. Bush — a boost to

Theater Tickets Republican efforts to woo Hispanic voters — in return for promised reforms that

NYT Store would legalize the status of undocumented immigrants. The administration never

NYT Mobile acted on those reforms, and Mr. Fox isin no mood to do Mr. Bush any more

E-Cards & More favors.

About NYTDigital

Jobs at NYTDigital . . )
Online Media Kit Mr. Fox is not alone. In fact, | can't think of anyone other than the hard right and

Our Advertisers corporate lobbyists who has done adea with Mr. Bush and not come away feeling
betrayed. New Y ork's elected representatives stood side by side with him afew
Your Profile days after Sept. 11 in return for a promise of generous aid. A few months later, as

E-Mail Preferences | they started to question the administration's commitment, the budget director,
moum Mitch Daniels, accused them of "money-grubbing games." Firefighters and
cranam | policemen applauded Mr. Bush's promise, more than ayear ago, of $3.5 hillion for

Site Help - )
Privacy Policy "first responders’; so far, not a penny has been delivered.

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/02/25/opinion/25KRUG.html (1 of 3) [2/26/2003 1:24:44 PM]


http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/education/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/weather/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/obituaries/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/pageone/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/columns/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/readersopinions/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/top/features/travel/destinations/unitedstates/newyork/newyorkcity/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/dining/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/garden/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/fashion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/crosswords/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/cartoons/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/library/magazine/home/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/weekinreview/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/multimedia/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/college/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/learning
http://search.nytimes.com/search/
http://www.nytimes.com/classifieds/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=click.nytimes.com&pos=Position1&camp=trip-serviceslink&ad=blank.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Etrip%2Ecom%2Ftrs%2Fnytimes%2Fhome%2Findex%5F01%2Exsl
http://www.nytimes.com/personals
http://www.nytbroadway.com/?thtrtx
http://www.nytimes.com/nytstore/
http://www.nytimes.com/services/nytmobile/
http://postcards.nytimes.com/specials/postcards/
http://www.nytdigital.com/
http://www.nytdigital.com/work/job.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adinfo/
http://www.nytimes.com/adinfo/web_advertisers.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/profile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/email.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html
http://www.nytimes.com/premiumaccount
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/privacy.html
http://query.nytimes.com/search/advanced/
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter
http://www.nytimes.com/logout
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/profile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/opinion&pos=Top&camp=nytnyt252&ad=neediest468x60_a.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fnyregion%2Fnyregionspecial%2Findex%2Ehtml
http://ea.nytimes.com/cgi-bin/email?REFURI=http://www.nytimes.com/2003/02/25/opinion/25KRUG.html&position=top
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/02/25/opinion/25KRUG.html?pagewanted=print&position=top
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/pop_top.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/opinion&pos=Frame4&camp=starbucks21-nyt4&ad=starbucksnew.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Estarbucks%2Ecom%2FDefault%2Easp%3Fci%3D692
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/opinion/KRUGMAN-BIO.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/opinion/KRUGMAN-BIO.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/opinion/KRUGMAN-BIO.html
http://forums.nytimes.com/webin/WebX?50@@.f397142
http://forums.nytimes.com/webin/WebX?50@@.f397142
mailto:krugman@nytimes.com
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=per&v1=BUSH%2C+GEORGE+W&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=BUSH%2C+GEORGE+W&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=UNITED+STATES+INTERNATIONAL+RELATIONS&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=UNITED+STATES+INTERNATIONAL+RELATIONS&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=UNITED+STATES+INTERNATIONAL+RELATIONS&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=UNITED+STATES+INTERNATIONAL+RELATIONS&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=org&v1=UNITED+NATIONS&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=UNITED+NATIONS&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=ARMAMENT%2C+DEFENSE+AND+MILITARY+FORCES&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=ARMAMENT%2C+DEFENSE+AND+MILITARY+FORCES&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=ARMAMENT%2C+DEFENSE+AND+MILITARY+FORCES&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=ARMAMENT%2C+DEFENSE+AND+MILITARY+FORCES&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=0&retA=http://www.nytimes.com/2003/02/25/opinion/25KRUG.html&retT=Threats%2c+Promises+and+Lies
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=manage&retA=http://www.nytimes.com/2003/02/25/opinion/25KRUG.html&retT=Threats%2c+Promises+and+Lies
http://www.nytimes.com/ads/marketing/newstracker/index.html
http://email.nytimes.com/

Threats, Promisesand Lies

NEWSPAPER

Home Delivery
Customer Service
Electronic Edition
Media Kit

Community Affairs

Text Version

These days, whenever Mr. Bush makes a promise — like his new program to fight
AIDS in Africa— experienced Bushologists ask, "O.K., that's the bait, where's the
switch?' (Answer: Much of the money will be diverted from other aid programs,
such as malaria control.)

Then there's the honesty thing.

Mr. Bush's mendacity on economic matters was obvious even during the 2000
election. But lately it has reached amost pathological levels. Last week Mr. Bush
— who has been having a hard time getting reputable economists to endorse his
economic plan — claimed an endorsement from the latest Blue Chip survey of
business economists. "I don't know what he was citing," declared the puzzled
author of that report, which said no such thing.

What Americans may not fully appreciate is the extent to which similarly
unfounded claims have, in the eyes of much of the world, discredited the
administration's foreign policy. Whatever the real merits of the case against Irag,
again and again the administration has cited evidence that turns out to be
misleading or worthless — "garbage after garbage after garbage," according to one
U.N. official.

Despite his decline in the polls, Mr. Bush hasn't fully exhausted his reservoir of
trust in this country. People still remember the stirring image of the president
standing amid the rubble of the World Trade Center, his arm around a fireman's
shoulders — and our ever-deferential, protective media haven't said much about
the broken promises that followed. But the rest of the world simply doesn't trust
Mr. Bush either to honor his promises or to tell the truth.

Can we run aforeign policy in the absence of trust? The administration apparently
thinks it can use threats as a substitute. Officials have said that they expect
undecided Security Council members to come around out of fear of being on the
"wrong" side. And Mr. Bush may yet get the U.N. to acquiesce, grudgingly, in his
war.

But even if he does, we shouldn't delude ourselves: whatever credibility we may
gain by invading Irag is small recompense for the trust we have lost around the
world.
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