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BERLIN (AP) -- German government leaders reacted testily Thursday after
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld lumped their country with Cuba and Libya
among hard-line opponents of awar on Irag. The opposition said it wasasign
Germany isinternationally isolated.
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Rumsfeld's remark in congressional testimony Wednesday was his latest jab at
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, who has ruled out sending German troops to Irag
and also says he will not back U.N. authorization of awar there.
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Gernot Erler, a senior lawmaker for Schroeder's | eft-leaning Social Democrats,
said Rumsfeld's remark was unjustified.

““We have no sympathies whatsoever for Saddam or any reasons to support this
regime -- quite the contrary," he said.

Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer, on avisit to Rome, played down the remark,

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/international/AP-Germany-US-Rumsfeld.html (1 of 3) [2/7/2003 4:43:00 PM]


http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/aponline/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/africa/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/americas/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/asia/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/europe/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/middleeast/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/education/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/weather/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/obituaries/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/pageone/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/readersopinions/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/top/features/travel/destinations/unitedstates/newyork/newyorkcity/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/dining/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/garden/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/fashion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/crosswords/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/cartoons/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/library/magazine/home/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/weekinreview/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/multimedia/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/college/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/learning
http://search.nytimes.com/search/
http://www.nytimes.com/classifieds/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=click.nytimes.com&pos=Position1&camp=trip-serviceslink&ad=blank.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Etrip%2Ecom%2Ftrs%2Fnytimes%2Fhome%2Findex%5F01%2Exsl
http://www.nytimes.com/personals
http://www.nytbroadway.com/?thtrtx
http://www.nytimes.com/nytstore/
http://www.nytimes.com/nytstore/
http://www.nytimes.com/services/nytmobile/
http://postcards.nytimes.com/specials/postcards/
http://www.nytdigital.com/
http://www.nytdigital.com/work/job.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adinfo/
http://www.nytimes.com/adinfo/web_advertisers.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/profile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/email.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html
http://query.nytimes.com/search/advanced/
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter
http://www.nytimes.com/logout
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/profile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/international&pos=Top&camp=nytnyt218&ad=468x60iceCube11.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ematch%2Ecom%2Fpromotemplate%2Findex%2Easp%3FPageURL%3Dturnon%26TID%3D100%26PromoId%3Ddefault%26TrackingID%3D513761BannerID%3D530254
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/international&pos=Middle&camp=nytnyt180&ad=336x280_serioustrade.swf&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/marketing/jobmarket/empres/index.html
http://ea.nytimes.com/cgi-bin/email?REFURI=http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/international/AP-Germany-US-Rumsfeld.html&position=top
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/international/AP-Germany-US-Rumsfeld.html?pagewanted=print&position=top
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/pop_top.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/international&pos=Frame4&camp=starbucks21-nyt4&ad=starbucksnew.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Estarbucks%2Ecom%2FDefault%2Easp%3Fci%3D692
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=0&retA=http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/international/AP-Germany-US-Rumsfeld.html&retT=Germany+Rejects+Latest+Rumsfeld+Criticism
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=manage&retA=http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/international/AP-Germany-US-Rumsfeld.html&retT=Germany+Rejects+Latest+Rumsfeld+Criticism
http://www.nytimes.com/ads/marketing/newstracker/index.html
http://email.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/international&pos=Middle5&camp=nytstore-cont&ad=NSPP04&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://www.nytimes.com/nytstore/historicpages/frontpages/NSPP04.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/international&pos=Middle5&camp=nytstore-cont&ad=NSPP04&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://www.nytimes.com/nytstore/historicpages/frontpages/NSPP04.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/international&pos=Right&camp=promore2-cont&ad=1&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://nytimes.com/realestate/westchester
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/international&pos=Right&camp=promore2-cont&ad=1&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://nytimes.com/realestate/westchester
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/international&pos=Right&camp=promore2-cont&ad=1&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://nytimes.com/realestate/activeadult
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline/international&pos=Right&camp=promore2-cont&ad=1&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http://nytimes.com/realestate/activeadult
http://nytimes.com/realestate

Germany Rejects Latest Rumsfeld Criticism

Premium Account

Site Help
Privacy Policy

NEWSPAPER

Home Delivery

Customer Service
Electronic Edition
Media Kit
Community Affairs

Text Version

Adverizer Links:
Get 25

commission-free

trades from
Ameritrade.

saying it didn't reflect the tenor of his talks with Secretary of State Colin Powell
during U.N. meetings Wednesday.

| didn't get the impression there that this is the position of the American
government," Fischer told ZDF television.

The conservative opposition seized on the remark to criticize Schroeder, even
while lamenting its tone.

““One doesn't dways have to like the American rhetoric," Wolfgang Schaeuble, a
lawmaker and former leader of the main opposition Christian Democrats, said on
MDR radio. “"But the fact is that, unfortunately, that is how we are behaving."

Another prominent conservative said Rumsfeld's comment showed Schroeder had
led Germany into diplomatic isolation and caused a *“deep rift" in U.S.-German
relations.

““Alarm bells should ring in Berlin when Germany is placed on the same level as
countries like Cuba and Libya," said Michael Glos, parliamentary |eader of the
Bavaria-based Christian Social Union.

Rumsfeld was asked at a hearing what kind of cooperation the Bush administration
could expect from other nations in the event of awar. He listed severa he
considered supportive and others he thought might come to back the operation.

““And then there are three or four countries that have said they won't do anything. |
believe Libya, Cuba and Germany are the ones that | have indicated won't help in
any respect,” Rumsfeld told the House Armed Services Committee.

Last month, Rumsfeld angered many in Germany and France by describing those
countries as problem allies symbolizing “"old Europe."

German conservatives have been stepping up attacks on Schroeder's Irag policy
since his party badly lost two state elections |ast weekend. The Social Democrats
had campaigned on the anti-war platform that hel ped Schroeder win re-election in
September.

Edmund Stoiber, the conservative Bavarian governor and Christian Social Union
chief who narrowly failed to unseat Schroeder in last year's election, accused the
chancellor on Thursday of squandering Germany's reliability asan aly.

But even some conservatives said Rumsfeld had gone too far. Bernd Posselt, who
sitsin the European Parliament for Stoiber's party, urged President Bush to fire his
defense secretary, saying Rumsfeld was a threat to U.S.-German relations.
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