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2 Democrats Criticize Scalia's Refusal to

Quit Cheney Case

® Reps. Waxman and Conyers cite the 1995 recusal of ajudge with ties to President

Clinton.
By David G. Savage, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — Two House Democrats added to the
pressure on Justice Antonin Scalia to withdraw from a
pending Supreme Court case involving Vice President
Dick Cheney on Friday, saying arecent duck hunting trip
the justice took with Cheney posed the same kind of
conflict of interest that had forced an Arkansas judge who
was afriend of President Clinton to withdraw from a
1995 case.

Reps. Henry A. Waxman (D-Los Angeles) and John
Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.) cited that precedent in aletter to
Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist and urged him to
establish a procedure for "formal review" of justices
possible ethical conflicts.

The case before the Supreme Court could compel Cheney
to release documents relating to his energy task force.

Scalia's relationship with Cheney has come under
scrutiny because he flew to Morgan City, La., with the
vice president on Jan. 5 to hunt. The two were also seen
dining together outside Washington in November.

In the Arkansas case, then-independent counsel Kenneth
W. Starr pressed U.S. District Judge Henry Woods to step
aside from a matter that grew out of the Whitewater
investigation. Starr argued that a "reasonable observer
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would question [his] impartiality” because of the judge's friendship with Clinton and

hiswife, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton.

The judge had balked at withdrawing because charges in the case were brought
against Arkansas Gov. Jim Guy Tucker and did not involve the Clintons directly.
Nonetheless, Starr persisted, saying that the "public perception” was that the
Whitewater investigation involves the Clintons, at least indirectly.

When Starr took the matter to a higher court, the U.S. Court of Appealsin St. Louis

agreed and ordered Woods, now deceased, to step aside.

The law requires ajudge to remove himself when there is "the appearance of bias,"
the appeals court said. It does not require the showing of actual bias.

http://www.| atimes.com/news/nationworl d/politics/scotus/l a-...31jan31,1,2587299.story ?col =l a-news-politics-supreme_court (1 of 3)2/1/2004 4:40:14 AM


http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/
https://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/
http://myaccount.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-about-sitemap,0,4772777.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/archives
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/front/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-media-contacts,0,2607813.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-contactus,0,3944908.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/logout.register
http://www.latimes.com/news/traffic/la-news-traffic,1,1290147.framedurl?track=mainnav-traffic
http://www.latimes.com/news/traffic/la-news-traffic,1,1290147.framedurl?track=mainnav-traffic
http://www.latimes.com/classified/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/leftnav/main
http://www.latimes.com/classified/leftnav/jobs
http://www.latimes.com/classified/leftnav/jobs
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/placead
http://www.latimes.com/classified/leftnav/cars
http://www.cars.com/carsapp/latimes/?srv=adlocator&act=populate&ft=1&tf=quick_usedforsale-default.tmpl&page=used&rn=2&zc=&rd=50
http://www.latimes.com/classified/placead/la-placead-autofront.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/classified/leftnav/realestate
http://www.latimes.com/classified/leftnav/realestate
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/selling/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/leftnav/realestate/rentals
http://www.latimes.com/classified/leftnav/realestate/rentals
http://www.apartments.com/search/oasis.dll?mfcISAPICommand=BronzeEntry&page=bronzeRouter&partner=latimes
http://www.latimes.com/ptw/giftguide
http://www.lavalife.com/120/guest/welcome.act?context=antt&a=3437
http://www.lavalife.com/120/guest/welcome.act?context=antt&a=3437
http://www.calendarlive.com/
http://www.calendarlive.com/galleriesandmuseums/
http://www.calendarlive.com/stage/
http://www.calendarlive.com/nightlife/
http://www.calendarlive.com/movies/
http://www.calendarlive.com/music/
http://www.calendarlive.com/tv/
http://www.calendarlive.com/dining/
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/politics/cal/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/politics/socal/
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/2004/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/whitehouse/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/politics/cityhall/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/columns/
http://www.latimes.com/news/custom/timespoll/
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/politics/townhall/
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/columns/la-columnist-rbrownstein,1,4874388.columnist
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/columns/la-columnist-pmorrison,1,7053137.columnist
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/columns/la-columnist-gskelton,1,2359882.columnist
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-politics-politicalsites,1,6525391.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-politics-governmentsites,1,6528889.htmlstory
http://latimes.findlaw.com/supreme_court/resources.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/letters/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/?track=mainnav-world
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/?track=mainnav-nation
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/?track=mainnav-california
http://www.latimes.com/business/?track=mainnav-business
http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/?track=mainnav-politics
http://www.latimes.com/sports/?track=mainnav-sports
http://www.latimes.com/travel/?track=mainnav-travel
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/?track=mainnav-editorials
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-na-scalia31jan31,1,669436,email.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-na-scalia31jan31,1,669436,email.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-na-scalia31jan31,1,337192,print.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-na-scalia31jan31,1,337192,print.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-me-jailhouse31jan31,0,198171.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-me-jailhouse31jan31,0,198171.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-na-scalia31jan31,0,3658891.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-na-scalia31jan31,0,3658891.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-na-scalia31jan31,0,3658891.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-me-jailhouse30jan30,0,7739410.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-me-jailhouse30jan30,0,7739410.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-me-jailhouse30jan30,0,7739410.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-na-ginsburg30jan30,0,367182.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-na-ginsburg30jan30,0,367182.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-fi-rup30.10jan30,0,161219.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la-fi-rup30.10jan30,0,161219.story?coll=la-news-politics-supreme_court
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus
http://myaccount.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/archives

2 Democrats Criticize Scalia's Refusal to Quit Cheney Case

Arts & Entertainment
Books

"We make this request because it appears that Justice Scaliais following a different
standard than the lower courtsin deciding recusal questions," Waxman and Conyers

gzasnsms wrotein their letter to Rehnquist.
Education
e "The federal statute requiring a judge to recuse himself 'in any proceeding where his
Food impartiality might reasonably be questioned' applies to Supreme Court justices and
Health other federal judges alike," the lawmakers wrote. "We do not believe that one
Highway 1 standard should apply to judges who are friends of the Clintons and another standard
Home . . "
e Rl S should apply to judges who are friends of Mr. Cheney.
gﬁi’j;?:s On three occasionsin late November and early December, the Supreme Court
Outdoors considered an appeal filed by Bush administration lawyers that sought to preserve the
Eel'c_‘l Sl secrecy that surrounded Cheney's energy task force.

eligion
ifylfenzeci mfj'C'”e The Sierra Club and Judicial Watch had sued the vice president, alleging that he
Sunday Opinion violated an open-government law by meeting behind closed doors with corporate
Technology lobbyists. A judge ordered Cheney to turn over documents to the lawyers for the two
Times Poll groups, and the U.S. court of appeals upheld that order.

Corrections

But on Dec. 15, the high court voted to take up Cheney's appeal. The court is dueto

Editions . . :

Print Edition hear arguments in the case in April.

National (PDF)

Wireless In responseto a Timesinquiry, Scalia said this month that he did not see aneed to
Ext . . . - n ..

Cz‘”;g: Connection remove himself from the case because Cheney was being sued in his"official
Sweepstakes capacity, as opposed to [his] personal capacity.

Crossword

Horoscope "I do not think my impartiality could reasonably be questioned,” the justice said.
Lottery

AU In their letter Friday, Waxman and Conyers argued that Cheney is the central figurein
I\Z:'tﬁer the lawsuit: "It is no exaggeration to say that the prestige and power of the Vice

Week in Focus

Enter Keyword(s):

g0

Detailed Search
SITE MAP

flos Angeles Times

“Subscribe

* Manage My Account
« Gift Subscription

« College Discount

* Mail Subscriptions

» Reading by 9
¢ LA Times Books
« Student Journalism

President are directly at stake" in the case.

If you want other stories on this topic, search the Archives at latimes.com/archives.
IMSReprints

Article licensing and reprint options

¢ LA Times Family Fund
« Times-Mirror Foundation
e LA Times Events

MEDIA CEHTER
About The Times

MARKETPLACE

classifieds and mare

http://www.| atimes.com/news/nationworl d/politics/scotus/l a-...31jan31,1,2587299.story ?col =l a-news-politics-supreme_court (2 of 3)2/1/2004 4:40:14 AM


http://www.calendarlive.com/?track=mainnav-arts
http://www.calendarlive.com/books/?track=mainnav-books
http://www.latimes.com/features/puzzles/chess/?track=mainnav-chess
http://www.latimes.com/news/columnists/?track=mainnav-columns
http://www.latimes.com/news/education/?track=mainnav-education
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/environment/?track=mainnav-environment
http://www.latimes.com/features/food/?track=mainnav-food
http://www.latimes.com/features/health/?track=mainnav-health
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/highway1/?track=mainnav-highway1
http://www.latimes.com/features/home/?track=mainnav-home
http://www.latimes.com/features/kids/readingroom/?track=mainnav-kids
http://www.latimes.com/features/printedition/magazine/?track=mainnav-magazine
http://www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/?track=mainnav-obituaries
http://www.latimes.com/features/outdoors/?track=mainnav-outdoors
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/?track=mainnav-realestate
http://www.latimes.com/features/religion/?track=mainnav-religion
http://www.latimes.com/news/science/?track=mainnav-science
http://www.latimes.com/features/lifestyle/?track=mainnav-style
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/?track=mainnav-sundayopinion
http://www.latimes.com/technology/?track=mainnav-technology
http://www.latimes.com/news/custom/timespoll/?track=mainnav-timespoll
http://www.latimes.com/news/custom/corrections/?track=mainnav-corrections
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/front/?track=mainnav-printedition
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/national/la-pdf-national,1,4397160.ssipage?track=mainnav-nationalpdf
http://www.latimes.com/wireless/la-wireless-sectionfront,0,2956367.htmlstory?track=mainnav-wireless
http://www.latimes.com/college/?track=mainnav-college
http://www.latimes.com/extras/sweeps/?track=mainnav-sweepstakes
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-crossword-info,1,5852458.htmlstory?track=mainnav-crossword
http://www.latimes.com/features/horoscopes/?track=mainnav-horoscope
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-lotto,1,7376716.ssipage?track=mainnav-lottery
http://www.latimes.com/broadband/?track=mainnav-multimedia
http://www.latimes.com/news/traffic/la-news-traffic,1,1290147.framedurl?track=mainnav-traffic
http://www.latimes.com/go/weather/?track=mainnav-weather
http://www.latimes.com/broadband/la-weekinfocus-html,1,5448802.htmlstory?track=mainnav-weekinfocus
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/latimes/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-about-sitemap,0,4772777.htmlstory
http://myaccount.latimes.com/
http://myaccount.latimes.com/
http://myaccount.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-collegedelivery.ssipage
https://www.latimes.com/services/secure/subscriptions/la-mailsubscribe.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/tie/
http://www.latimes.com/readingby9/
http://www.latimes.com/bookstore
http://www.latimes.com/extras/studentjournalism
http://www.latimes.com/extras/familyfund/
http://www.timesmirrorfoundation.org/
http://www.latimesevents.com/
http://www.latimes.com/mediacenter
http://www.latimes.com/classified/?track=lamarketleftbottom
http://www.latimes.com/archives
http://www.icopyright.com/3.5555?icx_url=http://www.latimes.com/la-na-scalia31jan31.story
http://www.icopyright.com/3.5555?icx_url=http://www.latimes.com/la-na-scalia31jan31.story

2 Democrats Criticize Scalia's Refusal to Quit Cheney Case

» Careers

* Cars

* Homes

* Rentals

* Newspaper Ads
* Personals

e Times Guides

« Recycler.com

Partners

Copyright 2004 Los Angeles Times
By visiting this site, you are agreeing to our Privacy Policy
Terms of Service.

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/politics/scotus/la...31jan31,1,2587299.story ?col =l a-news-politics-supreme_court (3 of 3)2/1/2004 4:40:14 AM


http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/?track=lajobsleftbottom
http://www.latimes.com/classified/cars/?track=lacarsleftbottom
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/?track=lahomesleftbottom
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/?track=larentsleftbottom
http://www.latimes.com/printads/?track=laptwleftbottom
http://www.latimes.com/personals/?track=lapersonalsleftbottom
http://www.latimes.com/extras/supplements/
http://www.recycler.com/
http://www.ktla.com/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-privacy,0,5897084.story
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/lat-terms,0,6405230.htmlstory

	latimes.com
	2 Democrats Criticize Scalia's Refusal to Quit Cheney Case 


	HIBLHDNOBHAJFFGKDPIAKLEJCFCDAMMI: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 




