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Will Congress put limits on Iraq funding?

Decision pending on $100 billion with strings attached — or without
b
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Friday on a non-binding resolution opposing Bush's

policy.
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“We have to be careful that people don’t think this
(non-binding resolution) is the vote,” Murtha said.

“We want them (House members) to vote for this 17-18
resolution... but having said that, the real vote will i
come on the legislation we’re putting together,"” he
said.
18-19
In politics, as in chess, successful players think three
moves ahead. 19
Here’s how the moves seem likely to play out over the
next several weeks:
. Led by Murtha, the Democratic-controlled House
will vote to approve the $100 billion in funds
next month, but will attach conditions to the 20
funding such as limiting the length of
deployment of soldiers and Marines, requiring
the Army chief of staff and Marine Corps
commandant to certify that units are sufficiently
trained and equipped before being dispatched to
Iraq, and perhaps requiring that Bush close the
20-21

detainee center at Guantanamo Naval Base in
Cuba. 21

. Next, the $100 billion bill, with the Murtha limits
attached, would go to the Senate. But
comments of senators in both parties Thursday
indicated it is unlikely that a bill with Murtha'’s
conditions would get the 60 votes needed to
ensure passage.

. If the Senate OKs the $100 billion without
Murtha’s conditions, House Democrats, most of
whom oppose Bush’s policy, would have to
choose whether to go along and approve the
funds. 26

22

23

MORE ON THIS STORY
. House, Senate to vote on troop surge
. Bush insists Iran is arming Iraq
. Hear audio bites of the debate

Murtha versus McCain

"This non-binding legislation is an opinion," Murtha
explained Thursday. "But the legislation I'm putting
together, first of all, puts restrictions on the president,
on the administration saying, ‘You can’t send people
back into battle until they’ve had a year at home.’”

27
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“If they can’t extend people, if they can’t send people
back, that don’t have equipment and so forth, they
can’t continue the surge,” he said.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said Thursday he opposes
Murtha's idea of forcing generals to certify that specific
units were ready to go to Iraq. McCain said he trusted
Bush and military officers to ensure readiness.

“I have great respect and admiration for Jack Murtha,
but he wants us out (of Iraq), so is his object to get us
out of Iraq, or is his object to ensure the readiness of
the troops that are going? | think that’s a legitimate
question,” McCain said.

e Murtha's plan

Feb. 15: Rep. John Murtha,
D-Pa., proposes his own
Irag plan that includes
certifying all new troops as
"combat ready" before
they are deployed.

MSNBC

One key centrist-conservative Democrat, Sen. Mary
Landrieu of Louisiana, sounded doubtful when asked
about Murtha’s limits on funding.

“I think Congress has to be very careful micro-
managing battlefield tactics,” she said. “I have never
seen any time in history where Congress tried to
micromanage battlefield operations, and | just would
be hesitant” to do so.

Landrieu stands for re-election next year and many
observers see her as the most vulnerable Democratic
senator up in 2008.

Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, also sounded cautious
about the Murtha approach: “I'd have to see the
language and see just exactly how it would work
operationally, because | don’t obviously want to deny
any of our troops the ability to have funding.”

Odds for limits on funding

If key centrist senators such as Snowe and Landrieu do
not support the Murtha-type conditions, they would
almost certainly be stripped from the $100 billion
spending bill.

So, faced with a straight up-or-down vote on a $100
billion with no conditions attached, will the Democratic-
led Congress continue to pay for a war which the
majority of Democrats oppose?

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/17167344 (3 of 6)2/17/2007 3:12:11 PM

Press Club

MARCH 2007

1 GOP straw poll in Spartanburg County,
South Carolina

1-3 34th Annual Conservative Political Action
Conference in D.C.

2 Russ Feingold‘s birthday
Bill Clinton speaks at Kansas State
University

5 McCain, Romney & Giuliani campaign
advisers speak at Harvard University

6 Hillary Clinton, Claire McCaskill & Amy
Klobuchar headline an EMILY's List lunch
honoring Nancy Pelosi

8 George Allen’s birthday

8-14 President & Mrs. Bush travel to Brazil,
Uruguay, Colombia, Guatemala & Mexico

10 Hillary Clinton headlines a New Hampshire
Democrats' fundraiser

12 Mitt Romney holds a fundraiser in Las
Vegas

14 Newt Gingrich speaks at Goucher College in
Baltimore, Md.

16 Rudy Giuliani headlines Macomb County
GOP fundraiser in Michigan

17 Chris Dodd headlines a fundraiser in
Concord, N.H.

18 Bill Clinton headlines a fundraiser for
Hillary Clinton in New York City

19 Clinton, Obama & Edwards campaign
advisers speak at Harvard University

21 Al Gore testifies about global warming on
Capitol Hill

24 2008 presidential health care forum in
Nevada
Hillary Clinton holds a fundraiser in Los
Angeles

31 Al Gore’s birthday

APRIL 2007

7 World Health Day

13 Newt Gingrich speaks to the American
Medical Association in Tampa, Fla.

14 lowa GOP's Lincoln Day fundraiser

17 Chicago mayoral election (pdf)

Kansas City mayoral election

Janet Napolitano speaks at the National

Mitt Romney headlines a Virginia GOP
fundraiser in McLean


http://www.press.org/calendar/calendarday.cfm?whatday=27&&whatyear=2007&&whatmonth=2
http://www.press.org/calendar/calendarday.cfm?whatday=27&&whatyear=2007&&whatmonth=2
http://www.goupstate.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2007702130330
http://www.cpac.org/
http://www.cpac.org/
http://feingold.senate.gov/news/biography.html
http://ome.ksu.edu/lectures/landon/new.html
http://ome.ksu.edu/lectures/landon/new.html
http://www.iop.harvard.edu/newsroom_release_campaign_2008_0207.html
http://www.iop.harvard.edu/newsroom_release_campaign_2008_0207.html
http://www.emilyslist.org/
http://www.emilyslist.org/
http://allen.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=AboutGeorgeAllen.SenatorAllensBio
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/02/20070208-1.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/02/20070208-1.html
http://www.nhdp.org/newscenter/calendar/#1002
http://www.nhdp.org/newscenter/calendar/#1002
http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2007/Feb-15-Thu-2007/news/12607081.html
http://www.goucher.edu/x16097.xml
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/www.migop.org
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/www.migop.org
http://www.nhdp.org/newscenter/calendar/
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/story/497615p-419468c.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/story/497615p-419468c.html
http://www.iop.harvard.edu/newsroom_release_campaign_2008_0207.html
http://www.iop.harvard.edu/newsroom_release_campaign_2008_0207.html
http://www.nvdems.com/news.php?newsid=741
http://www.nvdems.com/news.php?newsid=741
http://www.wilshireandwashington.com/
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=G000321
http://www.un.org/events/calendar/Edetail.asp?EventID=1065&BeginDate=4/7/2007
http://www.newt.org/appearances/event.asp?evi=231
http://www.newt.org/appearances/event.asp?evi=231
http://www.iowagop.org/Calendar/Detail.aspx?EventID=5425
http://www.elections.state.il.us/Downloads/ElectionInformation/PDF/LocElecOff.pdf
http://www.vagop.com/contents/events/springfling2007.shtml
http://www.vagop.com/contents/events/springfling2007.shtml
javascript:msnvDwd('00','d5cc1058-c032-4516-a3f7-9ba8ed6bafef','us','hotvideo_m_edpicks','','msnbc','','17170152','Murtha\u2018s plan')
javascript:msnvDwd('00','d5cc1058-c032-4516-a3f7-9ba8ed6bafef','us','hotvideo_m_edpicks','','msnbc','','17170152','Murtha\u2018s plan')

Congress faces the $100 billion question - Tom Curry - MSNBC.com

A vote by Congress to OK [ ]

the $100 billion would likely
add momentum to a
Democratic presidential
contender who unabashedly
says “Cut off the funds; end
the war.”

In an e-mail to his
supporters Wednesday,
Democratic presidential
hopeful John Edwards
demanded that Congress
“force an immediate
withdrawal by using funding
caps to restrict the total
number of troops in Iraq to
100,000, which would
require an immediate
drawdown of 40,000-50,000 MSNEC

combat troops without stranding or under-funding a
single soldier still in Iraq.”

= Bush urges Congress
to pass war funds

Feb. 14: Shrugging off
congressional debate on a
nonbinding resolution
opposing his Iraq policy,
President Bush says U.S.
troops are counting on
lawmakers to provide them
the funds they need to win.

Building the pressure for the $100 billion, Bush said at
his press conference Tuesday, “Soon Congress is going
to be able to vote on a piece of legislation that is
binding, a bill providing emergency funding for our
troops. Our troops are counting on their elected leaders
in Washington, D.C. to provide them with the support
they need to do their mission.”

Democrats: Focus on non-binding measure
Democrats Thursday expressed irritation that both the
president and some reporters were looking beyond
Friday’s House vote on the non-binding resolution of
disapproval of Bush's policy.

The resolution, certain to be approved by the House,
will have no legally binding effect on Bush or on the
funds for the war.

Nonetheless one senior Democrat insisted the non-
binding resolution is significant.

Referring to the use of the word “non-binding,” Rep.
Tom Lantos, D-Calif., said, “I’'m so tired of hearing this
adjective ad naseaum.”

He called the resolution “terribly binding” because it
would reflect the will of the House.

When asked about Bush’s focus on the $100 billion in

funding and not on the non-binding resolution, Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid said Bush “is jumping way
ahead.”
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