Rightwing group offers students $100 to spy on professors

Common Dreams

NEWSGSCENTE

Home | Newswire | About Us | Donate | Sign-Up | Archives Thursday, January 19, 2006

& Printer Friendly Version E-Mail This Article
Published on Thursday, January 19, 2006 by the Guardian / UK

Rightwing Group Offers Students $100 to Spy on

Professors

- Republican graduate's site prompts witch-hunt fears
- 31 academics listed as ‘'worthy of scrutiny’
by Dan Glaister

| HIIHEH SAY NO TO WAR!

It is the sort of invitation any poverty-stricken student would find hard to resist. "Do you
have a professor who just can't stop talking about President Bush, about the war in Iraq,
about the Republican party, or any other ideological issue that has nothing to do with the
class subject matter? If you help ... expose the professor, we'll pay you for your work."

For full notes, a tape recording and a copy of all teaching materials, students at the
University of California Los Angeles are being offered $100 (£57) - the tape recorder is
provided free of charge - by an alumni group.

Lecture notes without a tape recording net $50, and even non-attendance at the class
while providing copies of the teaching materials is worth $10.

But the initiative has prompted concerns that the group, the brainchild of a former leader
of the college's Republicans, is a witch-hunt. Several targeted professors have
complained, figures associated with the group have distanced themselves from the
project and the college is studying whether the sale of notes infringes copyright and
contravenes regulations.

The Bruin Alumni Association's single registered member is Andrew Jones, a 24-year-old
former student who gained some notoriety while at the university for staging an
"affirmative action bake sale" at which ethnic minority students were offered discounts on
pastries.

His latest project has academics worrying about moves by rightwing groups to counter
what they perceive to be a leftist bias at many colleges.

The group's website, uclaprofs.com, lists 31 professors whose classes it considers worthy
of scrutiny. The professors teach classes in history, African-American studies, politics,
and Chicano studies. Their supposed radicalism is indicated on the site by a rating
system of black fists. The organisation denies on the website that it is conducting a
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vendetta against those with differing political views. "We are concerned solely with
indoctrination, one-sided presentation of ideological controversies and unprofessional
classroom behavior, no matter where it falls on the ideological spectrum."

But in another posting, it is clear just where on the spectrum the group thinks the bias
might fall. "One aspect of this radicalisation, outlined here, is an unholy alliance between
anti-war professors, radical Muslim students and a pliant administration. Working
together, they have made UCLA a major organizing center for opposition to the war on
terror."

Guardian Unlimited © Guardian Newspapers Limited 2006

it

£, Printer Friendly Version E-Mail This Article

FAIR USE NOTICE

This site contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner.
We are making such material available in our efforts to advance understanding of environmental, political, human rights,
economic, democracy, scientific, and social justice issues, etc. We believe this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such copyrighted
material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law. In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material
on this site is distributed without profit to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included information for
research and educational purposes. For more information go to: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml. If you wish to

use copyrighted material from this site for purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you must obtain permission from the
copyright owner.

Common Dreams NewsCenter

A non-profit news service providing breaking news & views for the progressive community.
Home | Newswire | Contacting Us | About Us | Donate | Sign-Up | Archives

© Copyrighted 1997-2006
www.commondreams.org

http://www.commondreams.org/headlines06/0119-08.htm (2 of 2)1/19/2006 4:37:18 PM


http://www.commondreams.org/cgi-bin/print.cgi?file=/headlines06/0119-08.htm
http://www.commondreams.org/cgi-bin/print.cgi?file=/headlines06/0119-08.htm
http://www.referralblast.com/cs/com/co1.asp
http://www.referralblast.com/cs/com/co1.asp
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml
http://www.commondreams.org/
http://www.commondreams.org/
http://www.commondreams.org/newswire.htm
http://www.commondreams.org/contactingus.htm
http://www.commondreams.org/about.htm
http://www.commondreams.org/donate.htm
http://www.commondreams.org/email.htm
http://www.commondreams.org/archives.htm
http://www.commondreams.org/

	commondreams.org
	Rightwing group offers students $100 to spy on professors




