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The announcement came after Bush met in the Oval Office with Powell, New Orleans
Mayor Ray Nagin, Lt. Gen. Carl Strock, the head of the Army Corps of Engineers, and
Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. ForbesAutos.com
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displaced by the storm to come back.

"We understand that the people of New Orleans need to be assured that they will safe
when they get back home - that their city has an infrastructure that is capable of
sustaining a possible storm next season or in the seasons afterwards," Chertoff said.

Bush's public schedule in recent weeks has been almost completely bare of references
to Katrina or appearances related to the disaster. But Chertoff said the attention at the
federal level has not faded.
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have been afflicted all over the Gulf Coast," Chertoff said. "We continue to do com
everything we can to help communities get back on their feet."

Nagin thanked Americans for the money to rebuild New Orleans and told former
residents of the city to come home.
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Nagin said the levee system will be stronger than ever. Officials said the levee system
would be rebuilt to its previous level of protection before the hurricane season next
year, and that the process of strengthening them further would take two years.
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"These levees will be as high as 17 feet in some areas. We've never had that," he said.
"We will have the holy trinity of recovery - levees, housing and incentives."

Nagin acknowledged that the most heavily devastated areas of the city - Lakeview and
the Lower Ninth Ward - were not ready for returning residents, but he promised they
would be eventually. He suggested that officials may need to find housing elsewhere in
the city in the meantime.

“At the end of the day, our entire city will be rebuilt,” he said. Search Books

. . . . . Advanced Search
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The Senate could act as soon as Thursday on a package of tax breaks and other
assistance that fulfills Bush's call for a special business zone in the Gulf Coast.
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had denied including the casino and other businesses in the tax relief.
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