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Post-Katrina Promises Unfulfilled
On the Gulf Coast, Federal Recovery Effort Makes Halting Progress

By Spencer S. Hsu
Washington Post Staff Writer
Saturday, January 28, 2006; Page A01

Nearly five months after Hurricane Katrina swamped New Orleans, President Bush's lofty promises to rebuild the Gulf Coast have been frustrated by bureaucratic failures and competing priorities, a review of events
since the hurricane shows.

While the administration can claim some clear progress, Bush's ringing call from New Orleans's Jackson Square on Sept. 15 to "do what it takes" to make the city rise from the waters has not been matched by action,
critics at multiple levels of government say, resulting in a record that is largely incomplete as Bush heads into next week's State of the Union address.

The problems include the slow federal cleanup of debris in Mississippi and Louisiana; a lack of authority for Bush's handpicked recovery coordinator, Donald E. enlarge photo &
Powell; the shortage and poor quality of housing for evacuees; and federal restrictions on reconstruction money and where coastal communities can rebuild.

With the onset of the hurricane season just four months away, there is no agreement on how to rebuild New Orleans, how to pay for that effort or even who is
leading the cross-governmental partnership, according to elected leaders. While there is money to restore the city's flood defenses to protect against another
Category 3 hurricane, it remains unclear whether merely reinforcing the levees will be enough to draw residents back.

New strains emerged this week when Bush aides rejected a plan by Rep. Richard H. Baker (R-La.) to set up a government corporation that would buy back the
mortgages of storm-damaged homes around New Orleans. Instead, the government limited the use of $6.2 billion in grants to the rebuilding of 20,000 homes
destroyed outside federally insured flood zones.

Dismayed state and local officials said the president's approach does not provide help for an additional 185,000 destroyed homes. They warned that the federal

. A . - O ) A ? : David Bachemin was surprised to see a dead cat
government's halting recovery effort is undermining, at a critical juncture, the confidence of homeowners, insurers and investors about returning.

and a fishing boat in his Chalmette, La.,
neighborhood, which was damaged by Katrina. (By
"They gave us a ladder to reach all of our housing needs, but the top rungs are missing," Louisiana Gov. Kathleen Babineaux Blanco (D) said in statement from Michael Williamson -- The Washington Post)

Baton Rouge. "You can't fix a $12 billion problem with $6 billion."

Photos

Without a government mechanism to compensate homeowners and then clean up and repackage entire, devastated neighborhoods for developers, much of the [ New Orleans Now

city will never be rebuilt, Baker said. Five months after Hurricane

Katrina and one month before

Mardi Gras, the city of New

Orleans is slowly coming

back. While Bourbon Street
"h., and the French Quarter are

- Housing. Bush promised to empty shelters quickly, meet the immediate needs of the displaced, register victims, and provide housing aid in the form of rental open for business and drawing crowds again,

assistance and trailers. outlying areas are still struggling to survive.

Below are some of the major promises Bush made in his Jackson Square speech, and how the government has fared:

e . . . . . . . In Focus
In Mississippi, 33,378 occupied trailers are meeting 89 percent of the estimated housing needs. But there have been 34,000 repair requests and maintenance

complaints, according to Rep. Gene Taylor (D-Miss.).
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Post-Katrina Promises Unfulfilled

In Louisiana, trailers have been provided for about 37 percent of the estimated 90,000 displaced families in need of housing. Officials acknowledge production
bottlenecks and in-state battles over sites. Trailer costs have swelled from $19,000 to $75,000 apiece.
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Parsing Bush's Gulf Coast Promises

On Sept. 15, President Bush promised to "do
what it takes" to lift the city from the waters.
Following are some of the statements his made
in the speech and the status of those goals.
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Bush's speech from Jackson Square, in the
French Quarter of New Orleans, on September
15, 2005.

Special Report

¢ ’

Gulf Cﬁast Hurril:anes'

Photos, videos, maps and stories from this
season's hurricanes.

» COMPLETE COVERAGE

In Focus -- Accountability

This collection showcases Washington Post
reporting on the debate over the government's
response to the Gulf Coast Hurricanes and pre-
storm planning.

.« Gulf Hurricanes -- Accountability

Who's Blogging?

Read what bloggers are saying about this article.
.« The World According to Pooh

.. Candide's Notebooks

.« AMERICAblog: Because a great nation
deserves the truth

© Full List of Blogs (22 links) »

Most Blogged About Articles
© on washingtonpost.com | On the web

- FOWERED B‘r’_
Technorati

CONTINUED 1 2 3 Next>


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/27/AR2006012701232.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/12/AR2006011201592.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/12/AR2006011201592.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/nation/special/10/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/nation/special/10/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/linkset/2005/09/09/LI2005090901637.html
http://sethyblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.pierretristam.com/
http://americablog.blogspot.com/
http://americablog.blogspot.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/27/AR2006012701818_Technorati.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/technorati/RoundUp.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/technorati/NewsTalk.html
http://www.technorati.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/27/AR2006012701818_2.html?referrer=email&referrer=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/27/AR2006012701818_3.html?referrer=email&referrer=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/27/AR2006012701818_2.html?referrer=email&referrer=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/27/AR2006012701818_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/emailafriend?contentId=AR2006012701818&sent=no
javascript:void(window.open(finalUrl,'Rightslink', 'location=no,toolbar=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=690,height=550'))

Post-Katrina Promises Unfulfilled

© 2006 The Washington Post Company

Advertising Links

Save on All Your Calls with Vonage

When looking for local regional and long distance calling, use Vonage to make calls to all 50 states and Canada. Get voicemalil, great international rates and more. Sign up
today.

www.vonage.com

Mortgage Rates Hit Record Lows
$160,000 loan as low as $633/month. Compare rates - refinance now.
www.lowermybills.com

Compare Refinance Quotes
$170,000 loan as low as $560/month. Rates near historic lows. No credit check or obligation. Save now. IntroA terms.
www.nextag.com

Advertisement

eureka

poweredbycisco.

Thanks to the innovative technologies from Cisco,
once impossible ideas are now anything but.

Visit our Web site now to learn more about how Cisco
can help your business succeed. >

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/27/AR2006012701818.html referrer=email & referrer=email (4 of 6)1/28/2006 9:19:42 AM


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/adproducts/advertisingLinks/whatthis.html
http://www24.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg1%5FJSkJXyl%5FruNLbXU7DemUBd0MnpttU9UMxmeaog7yUyTrc7JuuJ3ZomTelu7g7RyfCX%2DOFJcuyvwbnfQUqFFBeXUry5gciXx81iaO%2DVbdFHhrEtzuL1l7ZIIHc2UkO2NM2%2Dn%5FHadNv4OH1L6NwOzByb%2DvZrwsyxxPFLHbzR3iN4%2DVymJeh166co88rVfxI9epYmJ5qUkiWWeJhFytR0keiyZi0RWV2g5WYO2FOAI0YLp6u8atYEueXBqp6Zaer8nq0obTeS8%2DI55R%2DAknPpyI0WR3%2DAn%2D9Uk1cCQqPqPTeP119mvvDS07SOa5gm%5FGXjZPz%5FBzOoP1QkcURxTKT3NVfAJGE59FmKcJdQMcTpun3nb%5FWFYnNjKhcXrqaOe8bX00XItgpaQmuYUMTauQ55Ag%2E%2E&yargs=www.vonage.com
http://www24.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg1%5FJSkJXyl%5FruNLbXU7DemUBd0MnpttU9UMxmeaog7yUyTrc7JuuJ3ZomTelu7g7RyfCX%2DOFJcuyvwbnfQUqFFBeXUry5gciXx81iaO%2DVbdFHhrEtzuL1l7ZIIHc2UkO2NM2%2Dn%5FHadNv4OH1L6NwOzByb%2DvZrwsyxxPFLHbzR3iN4%2DVymJeh166co88rVfxI9epYmJ5qUkiWWeJhFytR0keiyZi0RWV2g5WYO2FOAI0YLp6u8atYEueXBqp6Zaer8nq0obTeS8%2DI55R%2DAknPpyI0WR3%2DAn%2D9Uk1cCQqPqPTeP119mvvDS07SOa5gm%5FGXjZPz%5FBzOoP1QkcURxTKT3NVfAJGE59FmKcJdQMcTpun3nb%5FWFYnNjKhcXrqaOe8bX00XItgpaQmuYUMTauQ55Ag%2E%2E&yargs=www.vonage.com
http://www24.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg15xSLZXyl%5FruNLbXU6TFhUBQy9rhsJYnXcglQ5ZAoy0wTrw9O7yYxZEtBfI9rU7fjq3RvvRDdafum4%5FJR1HZAQzVQbz%5F2Y3GzY9sMa23DdxDgbM6lefol4FHOn8AYWq5b4eznujKIdKKPn4%2D9v13uBib9ec4zM6xxucIY%2DKb1VN7%2DF7QI50G7qgql5TOKut%5FSLNcfauQkyHgBJpFusosne30DhADKSur5W143FzzJTdp%2D6PMatQEsMaCnfmRaPWhkdpXbU2b4qluukHCgGjDxNUlYzjGzPEMyHk0Ybu%2DP2TL1wYuqLDYkvvZN91juyboRM%5FbATH6JgIlJSo1Ucy6eB2aMyAx4AjEc0R2OcnWyhf3DbGQXC0mQ2Mx&yargs=www.lowermybills.com
http://www24.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg15xSLZXyl%5FruNLbXU6TFhUBQy9rhsJYnXcglQ5ZAoy0wTrw9O7yYxZEtBfI9rU7fjq3RvvRDdafum4%5FJR1HZAQzVQbz%5F2Y3GzY9sMa23DdxDgbM6lefol4FHOn8AYWq5b4eznujKIdKKPn4%2D9v13uBib9ec4zM6xxucIY%2DKb1VN7%2DF7QI50G7qgql5TOKut%5FSLNcfauQkyHgBJpFusosne30DhADKSur5W143FzzJTdp%2D6PMatQEsMaCnfmRaPWhkdpXbU2b4qluukHCgGjDxNUlYzjGzPEMyHk0Ybu%2DP2TL1wYuqLDYkvvZN91juyboRM%5FbATH6JgIlJSo1Ucy6eB2aMyAx4AjEc0R2OcnWyhf3DbGQXC0mQ2Mx&yargs=www.lowermybills.com
http://www24.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg18BS6pXyl%5FruNP%5FCU%5FzFhRkOisPhuo8%5FWI8qQIhBpy0pDv4lLePO29B7Oe9u5gbFz%5FTXqfZUf6vum4%5FVVFvMARbLTPb92Y6RntRgI62kXIcF2O05xOyp3NkaeSxCd23FeNIOrtrPJcP7OToWj71KvSyoqagtkjeH9d9YRfibzVEM%5FVXUN88J6aApl5%5FOKJkKQrpVeaWpozuAJZFFzK4AmeWjSCQVWyOg4Wp%5FvAyNIDV%5Ft92VP4IIuLX3koiZYeX6lc8GZkfigvZi4RzkwH6av%5F5lMwuU0L7tr24tSqv1YTip%5Fg1cqanJ1v%5FaP4dutjPaOMqvZmerbEFyekx5RP7kbgqKbHdi786tK7p2W9nspX2oX7yHDT4gfFoD8dK0PdBB7gTO2HpjTCbGH%5FqTu0Aadqorx1vuoHfF%2D5xJxulPycOWIdFV6oyCuHPy&yargs=www.nextag.com
http://www24.overture.com/d/sr/?xargs=15KPjg18BS6pXyl%5FruNP%5FCU%5FzFhRkOisPhuo8%5FWI8qQIhBpy0pDv4lLePO29B7Oe9u5gbFz%5FTXqfZUf6vum4%5FVVFvMARbLTPb92Y6RntRgI62kXIcF2O05xOyp3NkaeSxCd23FeNIOrtrPJcP7OToWj71KvSyoqagtkjeH9d9YRfibzVEM%5FVXUN88J6aApl5%5FOKJkKQrpVeaWpozuAJZFFzK4AmeWjSCQVWyOg4Wp%5FvAyNIDV%5Ft92VP4IIuLX3koiZYeX6lc8GZkfigvZi4RzkwH6av%5F5lMwuU0L7tr24tSqv1YTip%5Fg1cqanJ1v%5FaP4dutjPaOMqvZmerbEFyekx5RP7kbgqKbHdi786tK7p2W9nspX2oX7yHDT4gfFoD8dK0PdBB7gTO2HpjTCbGH%5FqTu0Aadqorx1vuoHfF%2D5xJxulPycOWIdFV6oyCuHPy&yargs=www.nextag.com
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v5|337b|3|0|%2a|k%3B26307413%3B0-0%3B1%3B11105129%3B255-0|0%3B14524082|14541978|1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2|1|1600a2%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp%3a%2f%2fclk.atdmt.com/OGI/go/wpnxxcsc0540000205ogi/direct/01/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v5|337b|3|0|%2a|k%3B26307413%3B0-0%3B1%3B11105129%3B255-0|0%3B14524082|14541978|1%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2|1|1600a2%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp%3a%2f%2fclk.atdmt.com/OGI/go/wpnxxcsc0540000205ogi/direct/01/

Post-Katrina Promises Unfulfilled

Cisco SYSTEMS

innovation. powered by

Featured Advertiser Links

= Saving for college? Use holidays to earn BabyMint BucksTM

= Jerry Seinfeld Tickets, Billy Joel Tickets, Queen Tickets

= Lawyers: Guidant Defibrillators, Ortho Evra, Paxil Birth Defects
= $160,000 Mortgage for Under $785/Month!

= For College Graduates, Reduce Your Student Loans

= Get a $200,000 loan for $833/Month

= Custom Sweatshirts, T-shirts, Custom Hats

= Get a better body in 2006 with eDiets.com!

= PowerPoint Free Online Lessons or CDs

= Cool Gadgets, Great Deals, Visit CircuitCity.com
« Refinance Rates As Low As 2.9% - FREE QUOTES

Advertisement

SMART LOANS
MADE SIMPLE! servee of Loafgiee

GET SMART. GET = HiE.

CLICE HERE

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/27/AR2006012701818.html referrer=email & referrer=email (5 of 6)1/28/2006 9:19:42 AM


http://www.babymint.com?refid=washpost/
http://www.greatseats.com/artist/jerry_seinfeld/
http://www.greatseats.com/artist/billy_joel/
http://www.greatseats.com/artist/queen/
http://www.weitzlux.com/guidantdefibrillatorlawsuit_1201.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/orthoevralawsuit_7851.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/paxillawsuit_14802.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;15041070;11095630;m?http://www.lowermybills.com/lre/index.jsp?pgid=%epid!&aid=%eaid!
http://tools.cfsloans.com/promo102/
http://www.getsmart.com/grd/refinanceyourhome.asp?adtype=1&esourceid=221035&siteid=washington_post&partner=washpost
http://www.customink.com/custom/custom-sweatshirts.htm
http://www.customink.com/
http://www.customink.com/custom/custom-hats.htm
http://www.ediets.com/start.cfm?ver=DSMT050603&code=76307
http://www.videoprofessor.com/products/presentationsandpublishing/learnmicrosoftpowerpoint/powerpoint2003.html?campaignid=200634&sourceid=16559070072401157D2006340440X
http://www.circuitcity.com/ccd/home.do?Key=131264
http://www.homeloantrust.com/refinances1.asp?SourceID=107000
http://www.getsmart.com/grd/refinanceyourhome.asp?esourceid=386850&siteid=234x60bluesimple&promo=00004

Post-Katrina Promises Unfulfilled
NEWS | OPINIONS | SPORTS | ARTS & LIVING Discussions | Photos & Video | City Guide CLASSIFIEDS | JOBS | CARS | REAL ESTATE

washingtonpost.com: Help | Contact Us | About Us | Advertise With Us | Site Index | Site Map | Make Us Your Homepage | mywashingtonpost.com | Work at washingtonpost.com
The Washington Post: Subscribe | Subscriber Services | Advertise | Electronic Edition | Online Photo Store | The Washington Post Store | About The Post
The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

© Copyright 1996- 2006 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Rights and Permissions

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/27/AR2006012701818.html referrer=email & referrer=email (6 of 6)1/28/2006 9:19:42 AM


http://www.washingtonpost.com?nav=globetop/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/opinions/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/sports/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/liveonline/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/photo/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/cityguide/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/classifieds/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/home?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/cars/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/realestate/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/help/popup/frame_page.html','help', 'width=730,height=600,scrollbars=true,toolbar=no,menubar=no,resizable=true'))
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediacenter/html/about_contact.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediacenter/html/about_welcome.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediakit/adinfo/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/
http://topics.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/topics/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/guide/setashome.htm
http://www.mywashingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/JobSearchServlet?featuredemployer=Washingtonpost.+Newsweek+Interactive
http://subscribe.washpost.com/contactus.nsf/frmsubscribezip?openform&code=wc
http://www.washingtonpost.com/subscriberservices
http://adsite.washpost.com/
http://ee.washpost.com/index.jsp
http://www.washingtonpost.com/buyphotos
http://washingtonpoststore.com/
http://www.washpost.com/
http://www.washpostco.com/index.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/copy.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/permissions.htm?nav=globebot

	washingtonpost.com
	Post-Katrina Promises Unfulfilled


	IANBPAOIKKNFOJENJGIPLLOOODLEFGAI: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: news
	f2: news
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: news
	f2: news
	f3: 

	f4: 




