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In a recent appearance before the Senate Armed Services Committee,
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General John Abizaid, our top commander for Iraq and the region, said
the following when asked about whether he thought more troops would
contribute to our chances for success in Iraq:

“I met with every divisional commander, General Casey,
the Corps commander, General Dempsey. We all talked
together. And | said, in your professional opinion, if we
were to bring in more American troops now, does it add
considerably to our ability to achieve success in Iraq? And
they all said no. And the reason is, because we want the
Iragis to do more. It's easy for the Iraqis to rely upon to us
do this work. | believe that more American forces prevent
the Iraqis from doing more, from taking more responsibility
for their own future.”

Rather than deploy additional forces to Iraq, we believe the way forward
is to begin the phased redeployment of our forces in the next four to six
months, while shifting the principal mission of our forces there from
combat to training, logistics, force protection and counter-terror. A
renewed diplomatic strategy, both within the region and beyond, is also

required to help the Iraqis agree to a sustainable political settlement. In
short, it is time to begin to move our forces out of Irag and make the Iraqi
political leadership aware that our commitment is not open ended, that
we cannot resolve their sectarian problems, and that only they can find
the political resolution required to stabilize Iraq.

Our troops and the American people have already sacrificed a great deal
for the future of Iraqg. After nearly four years of combat, tens of thousands
of U.S. casualties, and over $300 billion dollars, it is time to bring the war
to a close. We, therefore, strongly encourage you to reject any plans that
call for our getting our troops any deeper into Iraq. We want to do
everything we can to help Irag succeed in the future but, like many of our
senior military leaders, we do not believe that adding more U.S. combat
troops contributes to success.

We appreciate you taking these views into consideration.

Sincerely,
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi ®
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