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Associated Press

Senator John W. Warner, left, and Donald H. Rumsfeld, the secretary of defense, at a recent news conference.

By LESLIE WAYNE

chairman of the House Armed Services Committee. A
conservative and a hawk on defense, Mr. Hunter has long been
someone the military could count on to push its dream projects
through Congress.

T hereis no better friend of the Pentagon than Duncan Hunter,

So thereis considerable dismay, and some outright consternation,
over sweeping "buy America' provisionsthat Mr. Hunter inserted
into the House version of legidation authorizing the coming year's
Pentagon budget. Countries that failed to help the United Statesin
the Iraq war, he argues, should not enjoy the spoils of American
military contracts or put the Pentagon in a position of depending on
them for critical components.

That view has set Mr. Hunter on a collision course with his many
friends at the Pentagon and among American military contractors
that buy everything from microprocessorsto jet engines and
airplane wings overseas. Mr. Hunter's proposal would cut back
sharply on the foreign content allowed in American military goods
aswell as provide alaundry list of items — from fuses to machine
toolsto airplane tires— that only American companies could

supply.

Opposition to Mr. Hunter's proposal is so fierce that the defense
secretary, Donald H. Rumsfeld, has said he will recommend that
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Butting Heads With the Pentagon

President Bush veto the entire $400 billion 2004 Pentagon budget if
Mr. Hunter does not back down. According to a White House
statement, Mr. Hunter's proposals are "burdensome,
counterproductive and have the potential to degrade U.S. military
capabilities."

Such harsh words hardly faze Mr. Hunter, a 12-term California
Republican and former Army Ranger, who isjoined by other
conservative House members and a number of small companies and
unions that might benefit. At the moment, for all the power — and
fury — of his opponents, Washington analysts say Mr. Hunter will
most likely get some of what he wants.

"If the American worker is going to pay for the defense of the free
world," Mr. Hunter said in an interview, "he should participate fully
in the manufacture of military goods. Thisisawarning shot, ared
flag. We need to have domestic sources for critical military
components. No one argues with that. We just differ in the details.”

This Washington taleisrich in ironies. An administration that has
been criticized for a go-it-alone attitude toward foreign affairsis
now promoting more globa military trade and claiming, in the
White House statement, that Mr. Hunter's efforts would "undermine
our efforts to promote cooperation with our allies.”

Meanwhile, the military contractors who have lavishly contributed
to Mr. Hunter's political campaigns over the years are now finding
that they have helped elect someone who is working against their
interests — and their ability to buy from cheaper foreign suppliers.
Moreover, the White House risks alienating an important
constituency by opposing a prominent conservative, especialy over
an issue freighted with patriotism.

Foreign governments have weighed in as well, especially the
British, whose contractors would be lumped in with the rest of the
world, despite Britain's stalwart participation in the Irag war. Ina
letter to Mr. Rumsfeld, the British defense secretary, Geoff Hoon,
called the proposal "potentially very damaging" and said it "would
seriously undermine our ability to work together." The Dutch
government called it a"great leap backward,” while the NATO
secretary general, Lord Robertson, said it would threaten "political
unity."

Y et for all the concern from Britain specifically, Michagl Harrison,
a spokesman for Mr. Hunter, said "buy America"' would help, not
hurt, because a stronger United States military meant America
would be a better ally to Britain.

As apractical matter, such cross-border programs as the Joint Strike
Fighter, a$200 billion joint venture by the United States and

Britain to build a new fighter jet and sell it globally, would be
jeopardized. Other programs would be equally hard to unscramble
— for instance, the Army's new light armored vehicle, the Stryker,
designed in Switzerland and being assembled in Canadafor an
American company. The F-16 fighter jet, made by Lockheed Martin
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Duncan Hunter, chairman of the
House Armed Services
Committee, has roiled the Defense
Department.
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Overseas partners stand to
get a large portion of the
$200 billion Joint Strike
Fighter program.
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almost exclusively for export, draws parts from dozens of countries.
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