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Computerized voting was supposed to be the cure for ballot fiascos such as the 2000 presidential election, but activist groups say it has only worsened the problem 
and they've gone to court across the country to ban the new machines.

Lawsuits have been filed in at least nine states, alleging that the machines are wide open to computer hackers and prone to temperamental fits of technology that 
have assigned votes to the wrong candidate.

Manufacturers say their machines are more reliable than punch cards and other traditional voting technologies.

But they face a determined opponent in Voter Action, which has filed lawsuits in Colorado, California, Arizona and New Mexico. Similar bans have been sought by 
voters in Texas, Ohio, Florida and Pennsylvania. On Thursday, a coalition of groups filed a lawsuit in Georgia.

''The designers of video games have built far more sophisticated security into their systems than have the manufacturers of voting machines,'' said Lowell Finley, 
co-director of Voter Action, a nonprofit and nonpartisan group based in Berkeley, Calif. ''The biggest problem is security against tampering.''

About 80 percent of American voters will use some form of electronic voting in the November election, where every seat in the House of Representatives is up for 
re-election, as are 33 Senate offices and 36 governorships.

New York University's Brennan Center for Justice released a one-year study last month that determined that the three most popular types of U.S. voting machines 
''pose a real danger'' to election integrity.

The survey examined optical scanners, which electronically read ballots, and touch-screen machines, which operate like ATMs. Some produced paper receipts, 
others didn't.

More than 120 security threats were identified, including wireless machines that could be hacked ''by virtually any member of the public with some (computer) 
knowledge'' and a PC card; the failure of most states to install software that could detect outside attacks; and the failure of many states to audit their electronic 
systems.

Voter Action's lawsuits target the most popular machine manufacturers: California-based Sequoia Voting Systems, Nebraska-based Electronic Systems & Software, 
and the biggest of them all, Diebold Election Systems of Ohio, a subsidiary of giant ATM maker Diebold Inc.

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-Electronic-Voting.html?_r=1&oref=slogin (2 of 6)7/14/2006 9:53:30 AM

javascript:document.emailThis.submit();
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-Electronic-Voting.html?_r=1&oref=slogin&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline&pos=Frame4A&camp=foxsearch2006-emailtools13-nyt5&ad=LMS_emailarticlelogo_88x31.html&goto=http://clk.atdmt.com/ORG/go/nwyrkfxs0040000007org/direct;at.orgfxs00000913/01/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline&pos=Frame4A&camp=foxsearch2006-emailtools13-nyt5&ad=LMS_emailarticlelogo_88x31.html&goto=http://clk.atdmt.com/ORG/go/nwyrkfxs0040000007org/direct;at.orgfxs00000913/01/
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/n/new_york_university/index.html?inline=nyt-org


Activists Sue to Block Electronic Voting - New York Times

Diebold spokesman David Bear said his company's technology ''has proven to be more accurate'' than punch cards, and most Americans prefer to vote 
electronically. He also dismissed recent studies that showed computerized systems were vulnerable to hackers, saying ''those are what-if scenarios.''

The company's former CEO, Wally O'Dell, authored a 2003 Republican fundraising letter that promised, ''I am committed to helping Ohio deliver its electoral 
votes to the president next year.''

As it turned out, Ohio did push George Bush over the top, but only after problems at voting precincts -- including malfunctioning Diebold machines -- prompted 
lines as long as 11 hours. Diebold denied any wrongdoing, as did the other machine makers, who say e-voting problems are coincidental, reflecting expected 
glitches in new technology.

The jump to electronic voting was spurred by the 2002 Help America Vote Act, which reworked election standards and encouraged states to get rid of punch-card 
systems by making $3.9 billion available to states for upgrading election equipment.

Manufacturers of touch-screen machines and optical scanners touted their young technology to election officials as the best way to get those funds, and to avoid the 
chaos caused by punch cards in the 2000 election.

But according to voters' rights groups, much the money was disbursed well before a mandated HAVA committee published its stringent new election standards.

Bear said there has been no evidence in any election of hackers breaching electronic security measures and manipulating votes. However, Finley said Voter Action 
has documented other problems with e-voting.

''We had dozens of affidavits from voters in New Mexico who said they touched one candidate's name, but the machine picked the opponent,'' he said. In the state's 
biggest county, home to Albuquerque, touch-screens machines purchased from Sequoia lost 13,000 votes, Finley said.

In the end, Voter Action agreed to drop its New Mexico lawsuit when the state stopped purchases of the machines and reverted to paper ballots that would be 
electronically scanned for results.

Other states had similar problems during the current primary season. In Arkansas, for example, one county's results were delayed for four days because of faulty 
software, machines that wouldn't boot up and a shortage of technicians to fix the $15.9 million system recently purchased from ES&S.

The company's machines also drew complaints from officials in Indiana, Oregon and West Virginia, where Secretary of State Betty Ireland blamed ES&S for ''vast 
delays'' and ''broken promises'' and reported the firm to the Federal Election Assistance Commission.

Finley says there is an easy solution to the problems.

''The best and simplest way is to have voters vote on paper,'' he said. ''You can use modern technology -- like scanners -- to verify the vote,'' he said. ''But you always 
have the assurance that you can go back and hand count those ballots.''

------

On the Net:

Voter Action: http://www.voteraction.org

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-Electronic-Voting.html?_r=1&oref=slogin (3 of 6)7/14/2006 9:53:30 AM

http://www.voteraction.org/


Activists Sue to Block Electronic Voting - New York Times

More Articles in National »
Start your 14-day free trial of TimesSelect now.
More Articles in National »

MOST POPULAR

●     E-Mailed 
●     Blogged 
●     Searched 
1.  Modern Love: What Shamu Taught Me About a Happy Marriage 
2.  Out of College, but Now Living in Urban Dorms 
3.  The Taming of the Slur 
4.  Paralyzed Man Uses Thoughts to Move a Cursor 
5.  Top Grades and No Class Time for Auburn Players 
6.  Cuttings: Redefining American Beauty, by the Yard 
7.  Beers of The Times: It’s Hot. Drink Your Wheat. 
8.  Gay Getaways: The New Wave 
9.  Op-Ed Contributor: Too Good for Marriage 
10.  Come One, Come All, Join the Terror Target List 
Go to Complete List » 
1.  U.S. Terror Targets: Petting Zoo and Flea Market? 
2.  In Big Shift, U.S. to Follow Geneva Treaty for Detainees 
3.  Administration Prods Congress to Curb the Rights of Detainees 
4.  Sign That Crisis Is Regional, Not Just Israel vs. Palestinians 
5.  Terror and Presidential Power: Bush Takes a Step Back 
6.  Clashes Spread to Lebanon as Hezbollah Raids Israel 
7.  Two Israeli Soldiers Seized at Lebanon Border 
8.  Once an Enemy, Health Industry Warms to Clinton 
9.  Inquiry Continues in India as Militants Deny Tie 
10.  Wave of Violence in Baghdad Puts 3-Day Death Toll Past 100 
Go to Complete List » 
1.  zidane 
2.  india 
3.  immigration 
4.  china 
5.  college 
6.  gay 
7.  north korea 
8.  iraq 

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-Electronic-Voting.html?_r=1&oref=slogin (4 of 6)7/14/2006 9:53:30 AM

http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/aponline&pos=Bottom1&camp=nytcirc_footerb&ad=TS-14day-new.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fproducts%2Ftimesselect%2Foverview%2Ehtml%3Fincamp%3Dts%3Amkt%5Farticlefoot1
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/25/fashion/25love.html?ex=1153022400&en=5b7d6dbd049fb826&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/13/nyregion/13dorms.html?ex=1153022400&en=adc7d85b2e2539c0&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/13/fashion/thursdaystyles/13women.html?ex=1153022400&en=2f246867eb8bca2d&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/13/science/13brain.html?ex=1153022400&en=96e022f3d15fcc46&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/sports/ncaafootball/14auburn.html?ex=1153022400&en=66449d169bf13c58&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/13/garden/13lawn.html?ex=1153022400&en=013ed63f27566e02&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/12/dining/12wine.html?ex=1153022400&en=dc7a459db4d8b23b&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/travel/escapes/14gay.html?ex=1153022400&en=3c73bfa30a4ab792&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/opinion/14yoshino.html?ex=1153022400&en=0dc1e3a6f36a3abd&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/12/washington/12assets.html?ex=1153022400&en=6a78b305aee094b4&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostemailed.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/12/washington/12assets.html?ex=1153022400&en=2ed1b4a20c1376cb&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/11/world/11cnd-detain.html?ex=1153022400&en=2ed1b4a20c1376cb&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/13/washington/13gitmo.html?ex=1153022400&en=2ed1b4a20c1376cb&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/13/world/middleeast/13assess.html?ex=1153022400&en=2ed1b4a20c1376cb&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/12/washington/12detain.html?ex=1153022400&en=2ed1b4a20c1376cb&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/13/world/middleeast/13mideast.html?ex=1153022400&en=2ed1b4a20c1376cb&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/12/world/middleeast/12cnd-mideast.html?ex=1153022400&en=2ed1b4a20c1376cb&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/12/nyregion/12donate.html?ex=1153022400&en=2ed1b4a20c1376cb&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/12/world/asia/12cnd-india.html?ex=1153022400&en=2ed1b4a20c1376cb&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/12/world/middleeast/12iraq.html?ex=1153022400&en=2ed1b4a20c1376cb&ei=5087%0A
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostblogged.html
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?query=zidane
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?query=india
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?query=immigration
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?query=china
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?query=college
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?query=gay
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?query=north%20korea
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?query=iraq


Activists Sue to Block Electronic Voting - New York Times

9.  world cup 
10.  mexico 
Go to Complete List » 

sponsored by 

 

 

Inside NYTimes.com

U.S. » Movies » Travel » Arts »

 

Chayes: One Battle's 
Aftermath

 

Emergency Declared in 
California Wildfires

 

Movie Minutes: 'Time to 
Leave'

 

 

Bull's-Eyes of Texas: 
Getting a Gun License

 

In Imaginary Jungles a 
Terrible Beauty Lurks

Home 
●     World 
●     U.S. 
●     N.Y. / Region 
●     Business 
●     Technology 
●     Science 
●     Health 
●     Sports 
●     Opinion 
●     Arts 
●     Style 
●     Travel 
●     Jobs 
●     Real Estate 
●     Automobiles 
●     Back to Top 

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-Electronic-Voting.html?_r=1&oref=slogin (5 of 6)7/14/2006 9:53:30 AM

http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?query=world%20cup
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?query=mexico
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostsearched.html
http://www.nissanusa.com?site=n06maxbfm/
javascript:browser.update(1)
http://select.nytimes.com/pages/timesselect/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/
http://select.nytimes.com/pages/timesselect/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://chayes.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://chayes.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://chayes.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/us/14fires.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/us/14fires.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/us/14fires.html
http://nytimes.feedroom.com/?fr_story=4e35b3399a3b042ac9b7becbbb9e463047cc623a
http://nytimes.feedroom.com/?fr_story=4e35b3399a3b042ac9b7becbbb9e463047cc623a
http://nytimes.feedroom.com/?fr_story=4e35b3399a3b042ac9b7becbbb9e463047cc623a
http://select.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/sports/baseball/14araton.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/travel/escapes/14shoot.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/travel/escapes/14shoot.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/travel/escapes/14shoot.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/arts/design/14rous.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/arts/design/14rous.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/14/arts/design/14rous.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html


Activists Sue to Block Electronic Voting - New York Times

Copyright 2006 The Associated Press 
●     Privacy Policy 
●     Search 
●     Corrections 
●     XML 
●     Help 
●     Contact Us 
●     Work for Us 
●     Site Map 
     

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-Electronic-Voting.html?_r=1&oref=slogin (6 of 6)7/14/2006 9:53:30 AM

http://www.ap.org/
http://nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/privacy.html
http://query.nytimes.com/search/advanced/
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
http://www.nytdigital.com/careers
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/

	nytimes.com
	Activists Sue to Block Electronic Voting - New York Times


	MOLFJEKHIMPLENABPKLFDOINDIPKKNGB: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: us
	f4: full

	f3: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 1
	f2: http%3a%2f%2fwww%2enytimes%2ecom%2faponline%2fus%2fAP%2dElectronic%2dVoting%2ehtml
	f3: Activists%20Sue%20to%20Block%20Electronic%20Voting
	f4: Computerized%20voting%20was%20supposed%20to%20be%20the%20cure%20for%20ballot%20fiascos%20such%20as%20the%202000%20presidential%20election%2c%20but%20activist%20groups%20say%20it%20has%20only%20worsened%20the%20problem%20and%20they%26%2339%3bve%20gone%20to%20court%20across%20the%20country%20to%20ban%20the%20new%20machines%2e
	f5: 1125015267500
	f6: 20060713
	f7: By%20THE%20ASSOCIATED%20PRESS
	f8: 
	f9: AP
	f10: National
	f11: us
	f12: 
	f13: www%2enytimes%2ecom%2faponline%2fus%2fAP%2dElectronic%2dVoting%2ehtml
	f14: elections%3bsuits%2band%2blitigation%3bunited%2bstates%2bpolitics%2band%2bgovernment%3bvirtual%2breality%2b%2528computers%2529%3bpresidential%2belection%2bof%2b2000%3bpolitics%2band%2bgovernment%3bcomputers%2band%2bthe%2binternet%3bpresidents%2band%2bpresidency%2b%2528us%2529%3b
	f15: VkT0BF84ULq/Bcr4l9TkHg





