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The Secretive Fight Against Bioterror

The government is building a highly classified facility to research biological
weapons, but its closed-door approach has raised concerns.
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The Secretive Fight Against Bioterror

international treaties. In either
case, much of what transpires at
the National Biodefense Analysis
and Countermeasures Center
(NBACC) may never be publicly
known, because the Bush
administration intends to operate
the facility largely in secret.

In an unusual arrangement, the
building itself will be classified as
highly restricted space, from the
reception desk to the lab benches
to the cages where animals are
kept. Few federal facilities,
including nuclear labs, operate
with such stealth. It isthis opacity
that some arms-control experts say
has become a defining
characteristic of U.S. biodefense
policy as carried out by the
Department of Homeland Security,
NBACC's cregtor.

Since the department's founding in
the aftermath of the Sept. 11
attacks, its officials have
dramatically expanded the
government's ability to conduct
realigtic tests of the pathogens and
tactics that might beused in a
bioterrorism attack. Some of the
research falls within what many
arms-control experts say isalega
gray zone, skirting the edges of an
international treaty outlawing the
production of even small amounts
of biological weapons.

The administration dismisses these
concerns, however, insisting that
the work of NBACC is purely
defensive and thus fully legal. It
has rejected calls for oversight by

nears, The Washington Post looks back at how the | NASCAR Tickets, Eric Clapton Tickets
terror strikes changed the nation's politics, society
and culture. NY Hospital, Personal Injury Lawyer, NY Accident

Series: Five Years Later

$145,000 Mortgage for Under $484/Month!

Promotional Pens, T-shirts, Custom Hats

Cool Gadgets, Great Deals, Visit CircuitCity.com

Advertisement

| DELL HOME DESKTOPS
& NOTEBOODKS

F CLICK FOR DETAILS

VIDEO | Preparing a Bioterror Defense

Graphic

Soaring Budgets
Spending (actual budget), for fiscal years, in billions

Post Archive: Sept. 2001

Read Washington Post news coverage of the Sept.
11, 2001, terror attacks.
Featured Archive: Photos, Videos, Stories

Homeland Security

.. The Presidential Pen:History Makes a
Statement

.« Homeland Security Contracts Abused

.. Defense and Homeland Security Execs Light
on Pay Scale

.. Lawyers:Homeland Security Official to Join
Hunton

. Light Up the Skies for the Fourth

More Stories

Who's Blogging?

Read what bloggers are saying about this article.
-« SWJ Daily News Links

.« Blog Curry: Blogs and Politics
. Opinio Juris -

© Full List of Blogs (4 links) »

Most Blogged About Articles
On washingtonpost.com | On the web

- FOWERED B‘r’_
Technorati

Save & Share

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/29/AR2006072900592.html Zreferrer=email (2 of 4)7/30/2006 5:29:38 AM


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/nation/special/6/index.html

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/graphic/2006/07/30/GR2006073000015.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/linkset/2006/03/30/LI2006033000769.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/28/AR2006072801476.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/28/AR2006072801476.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/26/AR2006072601683.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/18/AR2006071801471.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/18/AR2006071801471.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/16/AR2006071600738.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/16/AR2006071600738.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/30/AR2006063001498.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/linkset/2005/03/24/LI2005032400139.html
http://www.smallwarsjournal.com/news/060730.htm
http://blogcurry.com/
http://www.opiniojuris.org/posts/1154235193.shtml
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/29/AR2006072900592_Technorati.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/technorati/RoundUp.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/technorati/NewsTalk.html
http://www.technorati.com/
http://www.greatseats.com/sports/nascar/nascar_races.asp
http://www.greatseats.com/artist/eric_clapton/
http://www.weitzlux.com/hospitalmalpracticelawsuit/newyorkcomplaintsny_4675.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/default.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/autoaccidentattorney_616.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;29627246;12617431;g?http://www.lowermybills.com/lre/index.jsp?pgid=%epid!&aid=%eaid!
http://www.customink.com/promo/promotional-pens.htm
http://www.customink.com/
http://www.customink.com/custom/custom-hats.htm
http://www.circuitcity.com/ccd/home.do?Key=70830
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N296.wp/B1646878.8;sz=234x60;ord=116459?

The Secretive Fight Against Bioterror

independent observers outside the .. Tag This Article
department’s network of
government scientists and k Saving options

contractors. And it defends the |
Secrecy as necessary to protect
Americans.

"Where the research exposes vulnerability, I've got to protect that, for the
public'sinterest," said Bernard Courtney, NBACC's scientific director. "We
don't need to be showing perpetrators the holesin our defense.”

Tara O'Toole, founder of the Center for Biosecurity at the University of
Pittsburgh Medical Center and an adviser to the Defense Department on
bioterrorism, said the secrecy fits alarger pattern and could have
consequences. "The philosophy and practice behind NBACC looks like much
of the rest of the administration's philosophy and practice: 'Our intent is good,
so we can do whatever wewant,' " O'Toole said. " This approach will only lead
to trouble.”

Although they acknowledge the need to shield the results of some sensitive
projects from public view, critics of NBACC fear that excessive secrecy could
actually increase the risk of bioterrorism. That would happen, they say, if the
lab fostersill-designed experiments conducted without proper scrutiny or if its
work fuels suspicions that could lead other countries to pursue secret biological
research.

The few public documents that describe NBACC's research mission have done
little to quiet those fears. A computer slide show prepared by the center's
directorsin 2004 offers ato-do list that suggests the lab will be making and
testing small amounts of weaponized microbes and, perhaps, genetically
engineered viruses and bacteria. It also callsfor "red team" exercises that
simulate attacks by hostile groups.

NBACC's close tiesto the U.S. intelligence community have also caused
concern among the agency's critics. The CIA has assigned advisersto the lab,
including at least one member of the "Z-Division,” an elite group jointly
operated with Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory that specializesin
analyzing and duplicating weapons systems of potential adversaries, officials
familiar with the program confirm.

CONTINUED 1 2 3 4 5 Next>

Print This Article E-Mail This Article RSS Feed Permission to Republish

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/29/AR2006072900592.html Zreferrer=email (3 of 4)7/30/2006 5:29:38 AM


javascript:void(0);
http://del.icio.us/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/29/AR2006072900592_2.html?referrer=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/29/AR2006072900592_3.html?referrer=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/29/AR2006072900592_4.html?referrer=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/29/AR2006072900592_5.html?referrer=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/29/AR2006072900592_2.html?referrer=email
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/29/AR2006072900592_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/emailafriend?contentId=AR2006072900592&sent=no
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/rssheadlines.xml
javascript:void(window.open(finalUrl,'Rightslink', 'location=no,toolbar=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=690,height=550'))

The Secretive Fight Against Bioterror

© 2006 The Washington Post Company
Ads by Google

Kentucky is at Risk
Don't Be a Victim of the Next Natural Disaster - Get Info Now!
www.FloodSmart.gov

Emergency Bulk Fuel
Oil, Gasoline, Diesel, Kerosene Delivery, Disaster Recovery Plans
www.emergencyfuelservice.com

Earthguake hits Indonesia
Help us rush shelter and aid to earthquake survivors in Java
www.OperationBlessing.org

SEARCH:| |® @News (b resuts by GL}L'13|E"

NEWS | OPINIONS | SPORTS | ARTS & LIVING Discussions | Photos & Video | City Guide CLASSIFIEDS | JOBS | CARS | REAL ESTATE

washingtonpost.com: Help | Contact Us | About Us | Advertise With Us | Site Index | Site Map | Make Us Your Homepage | mywashingtonpost.com | Work at washingtonpost.com
The Washington Post: Subscribe | Subscriber Services | Advertise | Electronic Edition | Online Photo Store | The Washington Post Store | About The Post
The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

© Copyright 1996- 2006 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Rights and Permissions

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/29/AR2006072900592.html Zreferrer=email (4 of 4)7/30/2006 5:29:38 AM


http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BPHt-GYnMRJioFYby4AGFp5SHBOCu5RSStfPzAcCNtwHQhgMQARgBILSD-gUoA0iIOVD8jMrY_v____8BqgEObmF0aW9uX2FydGljbGWyARZ3d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tyAEB2gFjaHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA2LzA3LzI5L0FSMjAwNjA3MjkwMDU5Mi5odG1sP3JlZmVycmVyPWVtYWlslQJAjzgKyAL4iTs&num=1&adurl=http://www.floodsmart.gov/Google1&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BPHt-GYnMRJioFYby4AGFp5SHBOCu5RSStfPzAcCNtwHQhgMQARgBILSD-gUoA0iIOVD8jMrY_v____8BqgEObmF0aW9uX2FydGljbGWyARZ3d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tyAEB2gFjaHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA2LzA3LzI5L0FSMjAwNjA3MjkwMDU5Mi5odG1sP3JlZmVycmVyPWVtYWlslQJAjzgKyAL4iTs&num=1&adurl=http://www.floodsmart.gov/Google1&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BPHt-GYnMRJioFYby4AGFp5SHBOCu5RSStfPzAcCNtwHQhgMQARgBILSD-gUoA0iIOVD8jMrY_v____8BqgEObmF0aW9uX2FydGljbGWyARZ3d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tyAEB2gFjaHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA2LzA3LzI5L0FSMjAwNjA3MjkwMDU5Mi5odG1sP3JlZmVycmVyPWVtYWlslQJAjzgKyAL4iTs&num=1&adurl=http://www.floodsmart.gov/Google1&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BP5BMGYnMRJioFYby4AGFp5SHBKrm0hTCjNT0AcCNtwHQ2REQAhgCILSD-gUoA0iROVDSmIeyAqABvNyl_gOqAQ5uYXRpb25fYXJ0aWNsZbIBFnd3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb23IAQHaAWNodHRwOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS93cC1keW4vY29udGVudC9hcnRpY2xlLzIwMDYvMDcvMjkvQVIyMDA2MDcyOTAwNTkyLmh0bWw_cmVmZXJyZXI9ZW1haWyVAiBzOAo&num=2&adurl=http://www.emergencyfuelservice.com&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BP5BMGYnMRJioFYby4AGFp5SHBKrm0hTCjNT0AcCNtwHQ2REQAhgCILSD-gUoA0iROVDSmIeyAqABvNyl_gOqAQ5uYXRpb25fYXJ0aWNsZbIBFnd3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb23IAQHaAWNodHRwOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS93cC1keW4vY29udGVudC9hcnRpY2xlLzIwMDYvMDcvMjkvQVIyMDA2MDcyOTAwNTkyLmh0bWw_cmVmZXJyZXI9ZW1haWyVAiBzOAo&num=2&adurl=http://www.emergencyfuelservice.com&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BP5BMGYnMRJioFYby4AGFp5SHBKrm0hTCjNT0AcCNtwHQ2REQAhgCILSD-gUoA0iROVDSmIeyAqABvNyl_gOqAQ5uYXRpb25fYXJ0aWNsZbIBFnd3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb23IAQHaAWNodHRwOi8vd3d3Lndhc2hpbmd0b25wb3N0LmNvbS93cC1keW4vY29udGVudC9hcnRpY2xlLzIwMDYvMDcvMjkvQVIyMDA2MDcyOTAwNTkyLmh0bWw_cmVmZXJyZXI9ZW1haWyVAiBzOAo&num=2&adurl=http://www.emergencyfuelservice.com&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B0ql4GYnMRJioFYby4AGFp5SHBP6ClxOO2rWsA8CNtwHw1xwQAxgDILSD-gUoA0iTOVDYnaLE-f____8BqgEObmF0aW9uX2FydGljbGWyARZ3d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tyAEB2gFjaHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA2LzA3LzI5L0FSMjAwNjA3MjkwMDU5Mi5odG1sP3JlZmVycmVyPWVtYWlslQIpmjgK&num=3&adurl=http://ob.org/programs/disaster_relief/news/2006/dr_2006_0527_yogy_earthquake.asp&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B0ql4GYnMRJioFYby4AGFp5SHBP6ClxOO2rWsA8CNtwHw1xwQAxgDILSD-gUoA0iTOVDYnaLE-f____8BqgEObmF0aW9uX2FydGljbGWyARZ3d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tyAEB2gFjaHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA2LzA3LzI5L0FSMjAwNjA3MjkwMDU5Mi5odG1sP3JlZmVycmVyPWVtYWlslQIpmjgK&num=3&adurl=http://ob.org/programs/disaster_relief/news/2006/dr_2006_0527_yogy_earthquake.asp&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B0ql4GYnMRJioFYby4AGFp5SHBP6ClxOO2rWsA8CNtwHw1xwQAxgDILSD-gUoA0iTOVDYnaLE-f____8BqgEObmF0aW9uX2FydGljbGWyARZ3d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tyAEB2gFjaHR0cDovL3d3dy53YXNoaW5ndG9ucG9zdC5jb20vd3AtZHluL2NvbnRlbnQvYXJ0aWNsZS8yMDA2LzA3LzI5L0FSMjAwNjA3MjkwMDU5Mi5odG1sP3JlZmVycmVyPWVtYWlslQIpmjgK&num=3&adurl=http://ob.org/programs/disaster_relief/news/2006/dr_2006_0527_yogy_earthquake.asp&client=ca-washingtonpost-article-site_js
http://www.washingtonpost.com?nav=globetop/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/opinions/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/sports/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/liveonline/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/photo/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/cityguide/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/classifieds/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/home?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/cars/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/realestate/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/help/popup/frame_page.html','help', 'width=730,height=600,scrollbars=true,toolbar=no,menubar=no,resizable=true'))
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediacenter/html/about_contact.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediacenter/html/about_welcome.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediakit/adinfo/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/
http://topics.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/topics/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/guide/setashome.htm
http://www.mywashingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/JobSearchServlet?featuredemployer=53
http://subscribe.washpost.com/contactus.nsf/frmsubscribezip?openform&code=wc
http://www.washingtonpost.com/subscriberservices
http://adsite.washpost.com/
http://ee.washpost.com/index.jsp
http://www.washingtonpost.com/buyphotos
http://washingtonpoststore.com/
http://www.washpost.com/
http://www.washpostco.com/index.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/copy.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/permissions.htm?nav=globebot

	washingtonpost.com
	The Secretive Fight Against Bioterror


	IIDACBANBMHANNFAIDHBBBBOPIPHDNIN: 
	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: AR2006072900592


	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: news
	f2: news
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: news
	f2: news
	f3: 

	f4: 




