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sulbselilas The Pentagon is looking into the possibility of Israel

E-mail Edition launching a strike against Iran's nuclear facilities. In the

T, past months there were several working-level
: discussions trying to map out the possible scenarios for A7 F-151's stand ready.
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such an attack, according to administration sources who
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were briefed on these meetings. Advertisement
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Home The discussions, which were describes as intelligence-
Headlines oriented and not policy-oriented, examined the likelihood

of an Israeli pre-emptive attack against Iran and the
method in which such an attack could be carried out.
One of the main questions presented in these

Middle East discussions was whether Israel would inform the US in
advance in case such an attack is to take place and
when would such an advance notice be given.
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The sources pointed out that it is clear that Israel would
have to coordinate with the US forces air control any
attempt to fly over Iraq on the way to Iran, if Israel
chooses to attack using the shortest route.

Last week, former Israeli Chief of Staff Moshe Ya'alon
said in Washington that the West does have a military
option against Iran and that a joint US-NATO-Israeli air
strike against dozens of nuclear facilities in Iran could
set back Teheran's nuclear programs for several years.

The sources stresses that Ya'alon's remarks were not
the trigger for the Pentagon consultations about a
possible Israeli attack but added that there is a sense in
the administration that the Iranian issue is gaining
urgency.

The Washington Post reported Monday that the Bush
administration has made Iran a top priority issue and that
the president and his team had several meetings on the
issue to discuss Iran's nuclear plans.

The Pentagon discussions, according to the sources, did
not lead to any conclusion regarding the plausibility of an
Israeli attack against Iran, nor did it recommend any
action by the US.

Israeli and US sources have said in the past weeks that
the US did not convey any message to Israel in which it
asked to refrain from an attack and has not raised the
issue in bilateral discussions with the Israelis. Both
countries share intelligence on the situation in Iran and
the advance of the nuclear program, but do not discuss -
according to sources who took part in bilateral talks - the
possibility of using military force to stop Iran from
acquiring nuclear weapons.

The American assumption, according to the
administration sources, is that an Israeli decision on
attacking Iran is not imminent and that in any case it
would not be taken before the Israeli elections,
scheduled for March 28.
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the US and its forces in the region and whether it would

force the US to follow with further strikes in order to
complete the mission. The US is also discussing what
could be the possible avenues of retaliation Iran would
take against US's forces and interests in the region.

US Vice President Dick Cheney said last week that all
options are "on the table" regarding Iran and on Sunday
leading senators pointed out in TV interviews that the US
can stop Iran's nuclear program. Senator George Allen
(R-VA) said, relating to the question of using military
force against Iran, that it is not the preferable route, but
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109. Not a smart idea. #1
Noah Blair - USA (03/14/2006 10:54)

108. Idiots Posting
Jerimiah - Germany (03/14/2006 10:53)

107. Consequences
Johnny - usa (03/14/2006 10:51)

106. #99 Israel is doomed either way
Magbool - Israel (03/14/2006 10:10)

105. USA's & Israeli bombing of Iran
Mike - USA (03/14/2006 09:34)

104. Why is it OK for Israel
Tim - USA (03/14/2006 09:17)

103. carroll
steven - USA (03/14/2006 09:11)

102. Isreal more than capable
John D. - USA (03/14/2006 09:08)

101. They don't need a reason Peterson...
Barry Caro - USA (03/14/2006 08:46)

100. Re: Bombing Iran
Roger Delaney - USA (03/14/2006 08:37)
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.= Iran asks Russia for new round of talks
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US monitoring Israel's Iran options
= Bush officials subpoenaed in AIPAC trial
Milosevic may have worsened his health through self-

medication
Americans enter Holocaust cartoon contest
= Iran asks Russia for new round of talks
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