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The groundswell for President Bush's impeachment is growing,

and last week the establishment mediafinally took notice. F/X Playsthe Race Card
_ Sheerly Avni
The Wall Street Journal ran a story analyzing how a planned
impeachment of President Bush will play out as an "election K night-Ridder Buyout Fears
issue," including a helpful pie chart showing 51 percent of Michael Stoll

Americans support Congressin considering Bush's impeachment

if he"didn't tell the truth about the reasons for the Irag war. Weighing Reality

Jacob Anderson-Minshall

The Washington Post published a commentary acknowledging
that support for impeachment is now "reaching beyond the usual
suspects,” and the Associated Press covered the spike in pro-
impeachment resolutions from local officials across the country.

Questioning CNN
Rory O\'Connor
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Resolutions recently passed in Vermont and California, andthis  thisombud's for You

weekend Democratic Party officialsin Michigan voted to urge Rory O\'Connor
local officials to pass another. Meanwhile, 14 Democratic
candidates for Congress have announced their support for

impeachment. More stories by William Goodman

These local efforts are beginning to advance impeachment at the

national level. The resolution by Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich., to investigate impeachment is slowly
but steadily gaining co-sponsors, including three this month. It now has 29 co-sponsors -- roughly one
out of every seven Democratsin the U.S. House -- a promising start that ensures that the legislation
attracts more votes when it reaches the floor.

These activist and legidative efforts helped finally push the "i-word" on to the notoriously
conservative cable news last week. On Wednesday, Joe Scarborough aired an impeachment debate on
MSNBC -- one of the first times the subject has been debated this year on cable. Scarborough's
producers invited me to make the case for impeachment after learning of the new book | co-authored,
"Articles of Impeachment Against George W. Bush."

Since impeachment rarely receives any consideration on television, | took the opportunity to explain
our case, even if it meant going on Joe Scarborough's turf. Scarborough, a former Republican
congressman who opposes impeaching President Bush, said during the show that he was "fascinated"
by some arguments for impeachment. He accurately described the groundswell:

There's amovement out there right now calling for George W. Bush to be impeached.
Just take alook at how many cities and towns across America have either drafted
resolutions calling for the president's impeachment or are considering doing so. Not
only that, but 11 candidates for the House of Representatives and three for the U.S.
Senate are al running on the impeachment platform. Why do they want the president
gone? Well, here are the common reasons cited. The war in Irag, which they say Bush
lied to get usinto; warrantless eavesdropping, authorized by the president; the torturing
of prisoners; and the president’s response to Hurricane Katrina.

It is significant that impeachment activists have received Scarborough's attention. When we debated
the topic, Scarborough even conceded that the arguments for impeachment in our book were
“intellectually honest." That's because it's easy to make an intellectually honest case for impeachment:
President Bush has publicly admitted to breaking the law. Here is how | explained the clearest
example of the president's multifaceted illegal conduct -- spying on Americans.

the fact is that the law provides a clear-cut way that the president has to do these things.
He hasto go to the FISA court. He knowingly violated that law. And the law says --
there aretwo laws, in fact, that say that when you do that, you are guilty of acrime.
Thereitis. That isone of the high crimes and misdemeanors.
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Pat Buchanan was quick to argue that even Senate Democrats weren't supporting impeachment. While
many Washington Democrats appear to be spineless these days, a growing number of House
Democrats are supporting a resolution to investigate impeachment. This debate is the start of many to
come. Impeachment is finally out of the bottle, and it is not going away. C-SPAN plansto televisea
discussion of our impeachment book, moderated by Amy Goodman in New Y ork on March 28, and
our attorneys are receiving more requests to explain the legal case for impeachment from grassroots
groups and reporters.

This week the Senate will al'so consider censuring President Bush for illegal wiretapping, arare move
that shows even the conservative upper house may be realizing that President Bush is out of control.
But we must remember that a censure resolution won't remove a single wiretap from Americans
phones. Congress and the American people must take real action to address President Bush'sillegal
policiesin wiretapping, Irag, torture and undermining the constitutional principle of separation of
powers.

President Bush has repeatedly broken the law and brazenly promised to continue to betray his oath of
office and our Constitution -- clear impeachable offenses. We must grow the impeachment movement
across the country and in the halls of Congress to catalyze a substantive debate over illegal conduct,
not politics.

William Goodman is the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights where he supervises an
active docket of over 80 cases, including representing the Guantanamo detainees before the Supreme
Court, challenging the NSA domestic spying program, filing the first case to challenge the Bush
Administration's" extraordinary rendition," and representing Muslim and Arab men caught up in the
post-9/11 immigration dragnet.
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It's Aboout Time!
Posted by: Tom Degan on Mar 14, 2006 1:.22 AM  [Report this comment]

Two and a half years ago when | first put a handful of bumperstickers on the back of my 1995
Nissan pick up truck that suggested (demanded, really) the impeachment of the half-witted frat boy
in the oval office, the reaction was mostly negative. And yet as the months and years went by,
attitudes started to change. Back in November, when | purcased a new van, | decided that puny little
bumper stickers weren't going to cut the mustard any longer. | had two huge magnetic signs custom
made for both sides of the van. They say, "IMPEACH BUSH" in big black |etters on awhite
background. Best hundred bucks | ever spent. How has the reaction been? Well, I've been getting the
finger alot but fortunately that finger has been the thumb.

What doesit all mean? It means that all thistalk of impeachment is no longer the domain of starry
eyed radicals like yourstruly (Here's an interesting point for you to ponder: The political climate of
this country has been so depressingly dumbed-down in the last twenty-five years that someone as
basically conservativeas| amisviewed asa"radical”. Incredible). The corruption and stupidity of
George W. Bush was so obvious as far back, even, as 2000 that | made a prediction on theradio in
December of that year, one month before the hideous little bugger took the oath of office, that his
administration would end in impeachment. | have atape of that interview and on the last day of his
administration, asthey're carrying the dirty bastard out of the White House in leg irons, I'll be
playing that tape for everyone. Oh yeah, you can count on that.

Want another prediction? Here it is: George W. Bush will be remembered in history, primarily, as
thefirst (pray last) former chief executive of the United States to go to federal prison. Are those the
fantastic ramblings of an embittered "radical"? Welll see.

Pray for peace

Tom Degan
Goshen, NY
tomdegan@frontiernet.net
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