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A generation ago, military contractors $800 toilet seats were a national scandal. ltls
Today, the governr_nent is spendi ng r_n|II|onS on no-_bld contracts for politically ez B reale ey
connected companies who are profiting from the misery of people the Bush

Administration has let down. Halliburton and Bechtel may be doing a heck of ajob Campolo

for stockholders like the Cheneys, but they are robbing the rest of us. The pattern

should, by now, be amply clear.
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Last updated, February 28, 2006

Act Now menu:

Gulf Coast Commission on Reconstruction Equity
calls for Fair Contracting, Enforcement of Worker
Health and Safety Protections, Career Ladders and
First Source Jobs and Contracting

Interfaith Worker Justice, in partnership with Good Jobs First,
convened the Gulf Coast Commission on Reconstruction
Equity, whose mission is to shine a light on our government’s
contracting and rebuilding efforts and call for desperately
needed reforms. The Commission is:

. Evaluating the Gulf Coast clean-up and rebuilding
contracts and promoting ethical contracting standards
and incentive packages including hiring local and
minority contractors.

. Promoting strong labor standards, including enforcing
prevailing wage, overtime, and health and safety laws.

. Supporting public policy options for fast-track job
training and apprenticeships, first source hiring and
housing for people displaced and disenfranchised by
hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma.

On Tuesday, February 28, 2006—six months after Hurricane
Katrina and with Mardi Gras being celebrated in the battered
city of New Orleans—Interfaith Worker Justice and the Gulf
Coast Commission on Reconstruction Equity released a
Report Card grading the government’s effort to rebuild the

region. The Report Card and accompanying report analyzes

two main government functions: awarding federal cleanup and
rebuilding contracts, and enforcing existing laws, particularly
wage and hour rules and worker health and safety regulations.

Companies with histories of contract fraud and violations of
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labor and environmental laws were awarded contracts worth
hundreds of millions of dollars, while many employers
currently operating in the Gulf are even guilty of failing to pay
workers.

NEW- Gulf Coast Commission on Reconstruction Equity
Report Card (02/28/06) [PDF]

NEW-Good Work and Fair Contracts: Making Gulf Coast
Reconstruction Work for Local Residents and Businesses
full report (02/28/06) [PDF]

How Does Our FEneraL GOVERNMENT MAKE THE GRADE?
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Religious Leaders and Worker Advocates Investigate
Contracting Abuses in the Gulf Coast press release
(02/14/06)

Gulf Coast Commission on Reconstruction Equity
Members list (released 2/13, updated 02/20/06)

Criteria for Assessing Efficacy of Contracts and
Economic Development Subsidies In Gulf Coast Relief,
Recovery, and Reconstruction (released 2/13, updated
02/19/06)

$29 Billion Appropriation for Gulf Coast Relief Provides
No New Dollars (02/13/06)
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. Line Iltem Budget [PDF]

« Chart of Hurricane Relief Spending [PDF]

« Chart of Hurricane Relief Spending by Department
[PDF]

Contractors in New Orleans Allowed to Violate Worker
Safety Standards (02/13/06)

Labor Standards and Oversight Lacking in Gulf Coast
Rebuilding (01/11/06; excerpted from the January 2006 Faith

Works)

Billions of dollars continue to be spent in a piece-meal
approach to Gulf Coast clean up and reconstruction without
any plan for comprehensive rebuilding and oversight. Nearly
250 hurricane-related bills were introduced in Congress while
a patchwork of committees and subcommittees of the U.S.
House and Senate continue to convene public hearings on
various aspects of recovery. [Click here to read more]

3 Options for Rebuilding the Gulf Coast

Background on Recommendations for an Ethical
Reconstruction Commission

IWJ Renews Call for an Ethical Reconstruction
Commission (10/28/05)
Thank you to all who urged your members of Congress to

restore Davis-Bacon requirements following the Gulf Coast
storms.

Bowing to pressure, President Bush reversed his earlier
decision and restored "prevailing wage" protections for
construction workers in hurricane-affected areas. [Click here

to read more]

Inter-Faith Groups and Survivors of Hurricane Katrina
Want Fair Distribution of Jobs for Misplaced and
Underemployed Workers from the Region (9/23/05)

The rebuilding of the Gulf Region is an opportunity for those
devastated by Hurricane Katrina to rebuild their lives.
Unfortunately, those who were left behind in the evacuation of
the Gulf Coast Region are being left behind again in the
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rebuilding effort. [Click here to read more]

Press Release (9/23/05)

Nelson Johnson Statement (9/23/05)

Kim Bobo Statement (9/23/05)—Click here for an audio file of
Kim's statement. (MP3, 2.4 MB)
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