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EU says U.S. delays medical supplies for Iraq
By David Lawsky and Tom Miles

BRUSSELS (Reuters) - The European Commission and Belgium 
blamed the United States on Friday for causing the last-minute 
cancellation of an airlift of critical hospital supplies for Baghdad. 

The plane -- loaded with 19 tons of surgical equipment, vaccines, 
anaesthetics, oxygen, syringes, operating tables and pre-natal care 
supplies -- had been set to leave on Friday from Belgium, which 
opposed the U.S.-led war on Iraq. 

Shortly before take-off, the Belgian C-130 transport was held at 
Melsbroek military airport, with no likelihood of departure before 
Tuesday, a week after the date originally set. 

European Commission humanitarian affairs spokesman Michael 
Curtis said the delay had been caused by U.S. military authorities 
asking for a change in the flight plan. 

The Commission said there was no problem landing at Baghdad, but 
a Belgian military spokesman said U.S. landing permission at the 
city's airport had not been given. 

Asked why it would take until next week to get a new flight plan for 
medical supplies, Curtis said: 

"I think that's a question you'll have to ask the American 
authorities." 

A diplomatic source said the plane was to have flown via Turkey, 
but the United States was concerned it might be shot at when it 
entered Iraqi airspace. They were talking about possibly routing it 
over Saudi Arabia. 

A number of dignitaries, including Belgian Prime Minister Guy 
Verhofstadt, had been set to send off the plane at the airport. 

The Commission said that Commissioner Poul Nielsen, who is in 
charge of humanitarian aid, would visit Baghdad on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, but the supplies were unlikely to be there by then. 

The EU has provided other emergency supplies for Iraq, such as 

  TOPICS More > 

HEALTH 

IRAQ 

MIDDLE EAST 

  COUNTRIES More > 

Iraq 

  FROM THE FIELD More > 

UMCOR Hotline, May 2, 
2003 

HUMANITARIAN 
CONVOY TO ENTER 
BAGHDAD 

Oxfam International Iraq 
crisis Update 

Oxfam International Iraq 
crisis Update 

CAFOD convoy leaves for 
Baghdad 

  NEWSDESK More > 

Powell demands Syria 
cooperate with US in Mideast 

Bush vows to strike US 
enemies first in terror war 

Iraqi footballer tells of torture 
under Saddam 

EU to draft first common 
security strategy 

Iraq force hopes to be on 
ground by end May-Poland 

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L02395880.htm (1 of 2) [5/3/2003 10:36:33 AM]

http://www.alertnet.org/aboutus/
http://www.alertnet.org/aboutus/#contact
http://www.alertnet.org/public/feedback
http://www.alertnet.org/index.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/index.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/forgot_pwd.htm?via=lnav
javascript:document.forms['login'].submit(); 0;
http://www.alertnet.org/register.htm?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/application?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/howtopost.htm?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/public/feedback?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/photoalbum/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/photogallery/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/reliefresources/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/countryprofiles/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/satelliteimages/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/members/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/suppliers/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/thepeople/jobs/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/theevents/diary/?via=lnav
http://www.alertnet.org/theevents/training/?via=lnav
http://www.foundation.reuters.com/aid/aidfund/AFmain.html
http://www.foundation.reuters.com/aid/aidfund/AFmain.html
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105119831550.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105119831550.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/reliefresources/
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/reliefresources/sections/152538.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/reliefresources/sections/571273.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/reliefresources/sections/367201.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/countryprofiles/
http://www.alertnet.org/thefacts/countryprofiles/216595.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105190993061.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105190993061.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105190309259.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105190309259.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105190309259.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105189174011.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105189174011.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105189174286.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105189174286.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105187390261.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/fromthefield/105187390261.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N03338851.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N03338851.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N03330764.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N03330764.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/4325005.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/4325005.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L03497215.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L03497215.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L03468995.htm
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L03468995.htm


Reuters AlertNet - EU says U.S. delays medical supplies for Iraq

food and water, by truck. 

One diplomatic source said hat if the Commission had known there 
would be such trouble with the plane, it may have considered flying 
the supplies into Jordan and sending them overland. 
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