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» Recent Posts

Bankrolling the holy
war -- from Los Angeles
Most Americans would
regard Hezbollah as a
distant terrorist group
-- not one with a
sizeable network of
criminal operatives
now supporting it from
inside the United
States.

Is Social Security the
next "compromise"?
Will the filibuster deal
pay dividends for
President Bush's
flagging Social Security
plan?

In the polls

New numbers today on
Americans' attitudes
about abortion, the
judicial filibuster, and
Bush -- and they don't
look great for the right
wing or the president.

O'Reilly's jihad against
the L.A. Times

Fox News' finest calls
for terrorists to behead
the paper's editorial
page editor.

Did Dems get enough
from the filibuster deal?
If all they've done is
postpone the debate
until a Supreme Court
nominee comes before
the Senate, that's still
pretty important.

OFIMIOH

TECZH & EUZIMNEES=S COMICGE

Is Social Security the next " compromise” ?

With the Senate out of the woods (at |east for now) on the
controversy over the judicia filibuster, Republicans have started to
express hope that the newfound spirit of partisan cooperation will
pay dividends for President Bush's flagging Social Security plan.
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., cited his desire to return to
negotiations on Social Security as a primary reason for his
agreeing to the filibuster compromise. "Social Security isfalling
apart," Graham said. "The reason | changed where | was at to
where | am now is| think the Senate could do better if we started
over... the best thing for the Senate, for this country, isto be able
to do business. Socia Security isnow possible.”

In fact, when asked by "Hardball" host Chris Matthews whether he
thought the filibuster compromise improved the chances of the
president's privitization plan passing in the Senate, Graham
sounded pretty optimistic: "It [now] has a shot versus no shot. And
watch this group of 14 to come out with some deal for Social
Security... just keep watching."

Meanwhile, BusinessWeek reported this week that that some kind
of deal -- possibly even one that would "include some form of
personal accounts' -- is already underway. Apparently, "insiders
see aquiet consensus developing around Reform Lite. Republicans
seem increasingly willing to abandon Bush-style accounts and
their opposition to any tax increases. And Democrats have
privately expressed awillingness to accept benefit cuts and hand
Bush half avictory rather than be seen as blocking needed
changes."

Maybe that's why, even as public approval for his handling of the
issue continues to wane, Bush still sounds so confident when
talking up his plan. At an event in upstate New Y ork on Tuesday,
Bush warned lawmakers standing in hisway: "l think more and
more people recognize there's a problem and people are going to
say 'Go do something about it." And those who obstruct reform no
matter what party they're in will pay apolitical price, in my
judgment.”

Though there may be another round of “compromise” in the
works, on Wednesday, after the Senate Finance Committee held
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death has found
access."”

-- Operation Rescue
director Flip Benham.

¥ Tips or comments?

E-mail us at
warroom@salon.com

*» Discuss in Table Talk

Can the Democrats get
tough?

How real is the obesity
epidemic?

* Blogs we read

The Daou Report Salon's
opinionated guide to the
political blogosphere

Altercation

AMERICADlog

Atrios



http://www.salon.com/premium/index.html?lid=services_prTab&lpos=prTab_services
http://www.salon.com/premium/subscriber/help/index.html?lid=help_prTab&lpos=prTab_help
http://www.salon.com/
http://www.salon.com/news/index.html
http://www.salon.com/opinion/index.html
http://www.salon.com/tech/index.html
http://www.salon.com/ent/index.html
http://www.salon.com/books/index.html
http://www.salon.com/mwt/index.html
http://www.salon.com/comics/index.html
http://www.salon.com/audio/index.html
http://www.salon.com/dialogue/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/
http://search.salon.com/
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/26/hezbollah/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/26/hezbollah/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/25/soc_sec/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/25/soc_sec/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/25/poll/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/25/oreilly/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/25/oreilly/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/25/filibuster_deal/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/25/filibuster_deal/index.html
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/7964644/
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/05_22/b3935097_mz057.htm
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_r oom/2005/05/24/bush_polls/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/index.html?blog=/politics/war_r oom/2005/05/24/bush_polls/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/print.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/25/soc_sec/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/print.html?blog=/politics/war_room/2005/05/25/soc_sec/index.html
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/war_room.rss
http://www.salon.com/politics/war_room/war_room.rss
mailto:warroom@salon.com
http://tabletalk.salon.com/webx?13@@.596c5539
http://tabletalk.salon.com/webx?13@@.596c5539
http://tabletalk.salon.com/webx?13@@.773a0bf8
http://tabletalk.salon.com/webx?13@@.773a0bf8
http://www.daoureport.com/
http://msnbc.msn.com/Default.aspx?id=3449870&p1=0
http://www.americablog.org/
http://www.atrios.blogspot.com/

Salon.com Politics

Suddenly GOP
intrigued by voter fraud

GORP tries to sue its
way into Washington
state governor's
mansion

Bolton vote gets green
light

Bush's pick for U.N.
ambassador is likely to
be confirmed by the
Senate this week.

Battling Irag's
insurgency -- in Syria
Will the U.S. take
military action against
the Baath-friendly
nation across the
border?

Shunning the science-
based community
Contrary to popular
wisdom, the Bush
White House continues
to dispute the promise
of embryonic stem-cell
research.

Democrats' Pyrrhic

victory?

The filibuster deal has
been praised as a
victory for all -- but it's
kind of tough to have a
big happy bunch of
winners without any
losers, especially when
it comes to the
business of
Washington.

How Newsweek's
sneak peek failed

In what looks like a
case of CBS syndrome,
the magazine allowed
a Pentagon official to
read its Quran-abuse
story -- all of it -- prior
to publication.

Feingold also disses
Senate deal

Afraid that will allow
for further right-wing
nominees, Sen. Russ
Feingold gives the
filibuster deal the
thumbs down

Bush's poll woes cont'd

thelatest in a series of hearings to draft a new Social Security plan,
committee chair Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-lowa, expressed
frustration that thereis still partisan gridiock on theissue. "We've
not had much progressin the meetings we've had so far," Grassey
said. The committee's ranking Democrat, Montana Sen. Max
Baucus, seemed ready to block negotiations until private accounts
are out of the picture: "The linchpin here is the president's private
accounts," Baucus said. "Once they're off the table then | think
there will then be a huge, or significant, groundswell.”

-- Page Rockwell

[18:21 EDT, May 25, 2005]
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His numbers for
handling economy,
Irag and Social
Security are all at new
lows

Right wing bloggers
howl over Senate deal
Furious over the
filibuster compromise,
bloggers take aim at
GOP

Let's make a deal

A bipartisan group of
moderate senators
forges a deal to head
off the nuclear option.

The Supreme Court re-
enters the abortion
debate

In a surprise move,
the Supreme Court
agrees to consider a
parental notification
case with implications
for the constitutionality
of abortion laws.

The Senate pulls an all-

nighter

As lawmakers gear up
for an all-night Senate
session, Sen. Harry
Reid says a deal to
prevent the nuclear
option seems
increasingly unlikely.

End of the rainbow?
The U.S. military's
color-coded rating
system reveals that
the majority of Iraqi
security forces aren't
yet fit for duty.

Dean's "MTP" reviews
are in

Howard Dean talked
tough on Sunday's
"Meet the Press"

Clock ticks for Senate
Moderates will give
one last shot to
averting the nuclear
option.

Pat Tillman's parents:
Army, Bush used our
son

The family of the
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former NFL player who
volunteered to hunt
bin Ladin, says
government
purposefully lied about
their son's death.

L.A. Times hearts
Priscilla Owen

Profiling Bush's judicial
nominee, the paper
does not allow a single
critic to be heard in the
article.

The crowd they can't
control?

Calvin College may not
have such a warm
welcome for President
Bush at its
commencement
festivities.

A deficit of historic

proportions

Is the U.S. headed for
a major economic
crisis on the scale of
Argentina's in 2001?

» From the wires

Feds shut Web site in
piracy crackdown

Gov. Bush OKs Fla.
abortion disclosure

GOP says Bolton
should be given U.N.

post

House drops women in
combat limit bill

Bush plans to give
more to Palestinians

Man hooks world
record 124-pound
catfish

Reid wants swift vote
on stem cell bill

U.S. launches another
major lraq offensive

Michael Jackson
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