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Here in Arizona, the House has passed a proposal to set fines and other
penalties for companies that hire undocumented workers. The hill, which had
regularly failed in previous years, is expected to win Senate approval within
" days and is only one of many plans under consideration.
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Hill Impasse Spurs States to Tackle Illegal Immigration

For the most part, the new state
measures are designed to get tough
onillegal immigrants, on
employers who give them jobs and
on state officials who give them
benefits. In some states, illegal
immigrants can buy lottery tickets
but cannot collect if they wina
significant prize.

Graphic

43 States Considering Legislation

This year, 463 bills dealing with illegal immigrants
were introduced in 43 states, according to the
National Conference of State Legislatures.
Following are the states that are considering
legislation on three of the main issues.

The Immigration Debate

Immigration reform proposals
before Congress have sparked
a nationwide political debate.

At the same time, though, some
states are moving in the other
direction -- making life easier for
immigrants, legal or otherwise. In
April, Nebraska's legislature
overrode agubernatorial veto to
offer in-state college tuition rates
to the children of illegal
immigrants. Nine other states have
formally authorized tuition breaks
for undocumented immigrants, and
many public universities employ a
"don't ask, don't tell" policy for
graduates of high schoolsin the
states.

Maryland and Virginialawmakers
considered proposals to crack
down onillegal immigrantsin their
recently concluded legidative
sessions, but none passed.

The multistate approach, with
some states at variance with others,
threatens to create amaze of laws
and regulations at atime when the
nation as awholeis struggling with
how to contend with an
unprecedented wave of illegal
immigration.

"We're not going to solve this
problem with a patchwork
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approach at the state level. It's a national problem, and the need is to repair the
national system," said Josh Bernstein of the National Immigration Law Center,
which works to promote the rights of low-income immigrants. "We're not
going to erect barriers between states."
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Hill Impasse Spurs States to Tackle Illegal Immigration

Advocates on both sides said that Monday's economic boycott and rallies will
work to their advantage. Opponents of illegal immigration said the protests
hardened their resolve, while immigrants rights activists predicted that the
large turnout will sway lawmakers to their side. 3 - Dell™ Home. Offer ends 5/3.
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Morse cited three reasons for the unprecedented interest in immigration at the
state level. "Firgt, there's the reaction to 9/11 and the concern that our borders
are not safe," she said. "Another factor is the number of immigrants and a
general sense that the influx is growing rapidly. And finaly, we seem to have a
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