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Nearly five years after President Bush introduced the concept of an "axis of
evil" comprising Irag, Iran and North Korea, the administration has reached a
crisis point with each nation: North Korea has claimed it conducted its first
nuclear test, Iran refuses to halt its uranium-enrichment program, and Irag
appearsto betipping into acivil war 3 1/2 years after the U.S.-led invasion.

Advertisement

Each problem appears to feed on the others, making the stakes higher and
requiring Bush and his advisers to make difficult calculations, anaysts and U.
S. officials said. The deteriorating situation in Irag has undermined U.S.
diplomatic credibility and limited the administration's military options, making
rogue countries increasingly confident that they can act without serious
consequences. Iran, meanwhile, will be watching closely the diplomatic fallout | Refinance Rates As Low As 2.9% - FREE QUOTES!
from North Korea's apparent test as a clue to how far it might go withitsown  $200,000 loan for $917mo. Bad credit OK
nuclear program.
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"Iran will follow very carefully
what happensin the U.N. Security
Council after the North Korean Cool Gadgets, Great Deals, Visit CircuitCity.com
test," said Robert J. Ei nhom, senior Secret Weapon for Options Trading Success
adviser at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies (CSIS).
"If the United Nationsis not able to
act forcefully, then Iran will think
the path is clear to act with

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/09/A R2006100901130.html referrer=email (1 of 5)10/10/2006 5:16:22 AM

Promotional Pens, T-shirts, Custom Hats



http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/347a/0/0/%2a/v;53130267;0-0;1;8462441;255-0/0;18683041/18700936/1;;~aopt=2/1/2600a7/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.democracyinaction.org/dia/organizationsORG/darfur/campaign.jsp?campaign_KEY=5198&track=WaPo_ads
http://www.shoplocal.com/washingtonpost/new_user_entry.aspx?nav=topnav&CityStateZip=20037
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/politics/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/politics/administration/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/09/AR2006100901130_pf.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/emailafriend?contentId=AR2006100901130&sent=no
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/347a/0/0/%2a/e;48380949;0-0;1;3619820;6-120/60;18342819/18360714/1;;~aopt=2/1/2600a7/0;~sscs=%3fhttp://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;46675203;14110549;b?http://www.agedwards.com?cid=0906WPL002E00
http://projects.washingtonpost.com/staff/email/glenn+kessler+and+peter+baker/

http://www.homeloantrust.com/refinances1.asp?SourceID=107000
http://www.getsmart.com/grd/refinanceyourhome.asp?adtype=1&esourceid=221035&siteid=washington_post&partner=washpost&promo=00004
http://www.greatseats.com/football/washington_redskins/
http://www.greatseats.com/sports/basketball/washington_wizards/
http://www.greatseats.com/artist/toby_keith/
http://www.weitzlux.com/ritalin/lawsuit_403429.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/mesothelioma/lawyer_1055.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/seroquel/lawsuit_303879.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/medicalmalpractice_1078.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/pahlawsuit_4083.html
http://www.customink.com/promo/promotional-pens.htm
http://www.customink.com/
http://www.customink.com/custom/custom-hats.htm
http://www.circuitcity.com/ccd/home.do?Key=70830
http://iplacereports.com/?sid=6ZE118
http://www.washingtonpost.com/?nav=globaltop
http://subscribe.washpost.com/contactus.nsf/frmsubscribezip?openform&code=wc
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/print/?nav=globetop
http://subscribe.washpost.com/contactus.nsf/frmsubscribezip?openform&code=wc
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/opinions/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/sports/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/liveonline/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/photo/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/cityguide/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/classifieds/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/home?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/cars/?nav=globetop
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/realestate/?nav=globetop

Bush's'Axis of Evil' Comes Back to Haunt United States - washingtonpost.com

I Just Saved
A Fortune
On My
Life Insurance!

Did You?

10-Year Level
Term Life Insurance

£500,000 Policy
monthly premium (no nicotine)

female

$13.92
$17.40
§26.54
$37.85

age male

as §16.10
40 §19.58
45 §3263
50 § 46.55

Naccvavore®

Sawving You Maonay For Life

E-mail Newsletters

View a Sample and Sign Up
.. Daily Politics News & Analysis

.« Federal Insider

. Breaking News Alerts

Manage Your Newsletters

Advertisement

today in slate

impunity.”

Michael E. O'Hanlon, a Brookings
Institution scholar and co-author of
the new book "Hard Power: The
New Politics of National Security,"
said the U.S. response to North
Koreawill haveripple effects.
"Iran will certainly watch what
happens. North Korea watched
what happened with Pakistan and
decided that the world didn't punish
Pakistan too hard or too long," he
said. "lran will certainly notice if
North Korea gets treated with kid
gloves."

Political strategists debated the
domestic implications of the North
Korean test with midterm elections
four weeks away. Some
Republicans predicted it would
take the focus off the Mark Foley
congressional page scandal and
remind votersthat it is a dangerous
world best confronted by tough-
minded |eaders. Some Democrats
argued it would be seen as another
failure of Bush's foreign policy and
moved quickly to try to pin blame
on the Republicans. "Is this going
to help Republicans?' asked Jim
Manley, spokesman for Senate
Minority Leader Harry M. Reid (D-
Nev.). "The answer to that is
absolutely not. Thisis another
significant foreign policy failure
for the administration."

In Bush's 2002 State of the Union
address, a speech designed to shift
the political debate from a battle
against al-Qaedato apossible
confrontation with Irag, the

Photos
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North Korea declared Monday,

Oct. 9, that it had conducted its
Hfirst nuclear test, asserting a
claim to be the world's newest
nuclear power and drawing
strong international condemnation.

Tuesday, Oct. 10, at noon ET

U.N. Security Council Condemns North Korea's

Test Claims

Washington Post staff writer Column Lynch
discusses the U.N.'s response to North Korea's
claim that it has tested a nuclear weapon.
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All three issues came to ahead in 2003: The United Statesinvaded Irag and
discovered no weapons of mass destruction; North Korea began to obtain
weapons-grade plutonium from fuel rods that had been under international
observation; and Iran disclosed that it had made rapid progress with a
previously secret uranium-enrichment program.

In contrast to its handling of Irag, the administration has tried to resolve the
North Korean and Iranian nuclear breakouts with diplomacy. But progress has
been slow, in part because the United States has been reluctant to hold bilateral
talks with either country except within the context of broader talks with other
nations.

Former senator Sam Nunn (D-Ga.) faulted the administration for focusing on
Irag first, when greater threats loomed in North Korea and Iran. "We started
with Irag in the 'axis of evil' side, when we thought they did not yet have
nuclear weapons, and that sent the signal to others that they better get them
quick," he said. "'l think we started on the wrong end of that."

The administration launched a full-court press yesterday at the Security
Council, proposing €l ements of a tough resolution that would call for imposing
an arms embargo and a series of legally binding U.N. financia and trade
sanctions. The United States also called for international inspections of all
trade in and out of North Korea to enforce the sanctions.

U.S. officias yesterday were focusing especially closely on the reaction of
China, long North Korea's main benefactor. The Chinese government publicly
denounced the test in unusually strong language, and a senior U.S. official said
the private comments of Chinese officials were equally strong. While China
has been reluctant to pressure North Korea, fearing a collapse of the
government and mass refugees on its border, "the question is whether a chaotic
North Koreais worse than anuclear North Korea," the official said, speaking
on the condition of anonymity because of the diplomatic sensitivities.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/09/A R2006100901130.html referrer=email (3 of 5)10/10/2006 5:16:22 AM


http://www.slate.com/id/2151243?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2151243?nav=wp
http://www.slate.com/id/2151243?nav=wp
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/technorati/RoundUp.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/technorati/NewsTalk.html
http://www.technorati.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/community/saveandshare.html
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/09/AR2006100901130.html%3Freferrer=digg&title=Bush's 'Axis of Evil' Comes Back to Haunt United States&bodytext=Nearly five years after President Bush introduced the concept of an
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&title=Bush's 'Axis of Evil' Comes Back to Haunt United States&labels=&annotation=Nearly five years after President Bush introduced the concept of an
http://del.icio.us/post?v=4&partner=wpni&noui&jump=close&url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/09/AR2006100901130.html%3Freferrer=delicious&title=%22Bush's 'Axis of Evil' Comes Back to Haunt United States%22 By Glenn Kessler and Peter Baker&notes=Nearly five years after President Bush introduced the concept of an
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/09/AR2006100901130.html%3Freferrer=yahoo&title=Bush's 'Axis of Evil' Comes Back to Haunt United States&popup=true
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/09/AR2006100901130.html%3Freferrer=reddit&title=Bush's 'Axis of Evil' Comes Back to Haunt United States

Bush's'Axis of Evil' Comes Back to Haunt United States - washingtonpost.com

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice appears likely to make artrip to the region
soon to further build support for atough response by China, Japan and South
Korea. Several experts predicted that although China's leadership is angry
enough to support some sanctions, it aways will stop short of putting enough
pressure on Pyongyang to force its collapse. "Full-up sanctions | don't see
happening," said former White House Asia expert Michael J. Green, now at
CslIs.

James B. Steinberg, President Bill Clinton's deputy national security adviser
and now dean of the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at the
University of Texas at Austin, said the North Korea test will raise alarger
guestion that echoes Ronald Reagan's most famous 1980 campaign line --
"With respect to the axis of evil," Steinberg said, "are you better off today than
you were four years ago?. . . It'sclear that the answer is we're worse off with
respect to the nuclear proliferation problem in both North Korea and Iran than
four to six years ago, and | would argue we're worse off in our overall security
because of the situation in Irag.”

Saff writer Dafna Linzer contributed to this report.
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