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A series of polls taken over the last few weeks of August show that support for the war in Iraq

among Americans is at an all-time low. Almost two-thirds of Americans in each of three major polls
say that they oppose the war, the highest totals since pollsters starting asking Americans the THE
guestion three years ago. Many of the polls were conducted in advance of the fifth anniversary of click here C RI ST{AN

the September 11, 2001 attacks on Washington and New York. _ | ==
to subscribe 7~ (DCIENCE

ONITOR

A new Associated Press/Ipsos poll that surveyed the country, and more specifically residents of

Washington and New York, shows that many feel the cost in blood and money in Irag may already
be too high and that Osama bin Laden will never be found. The poll also showed that 60 percent of
Americans believe that the war in Irag has increased the chances of a terrorist attack in the US.

"l think there's a fatigue about the price of doing these activities," said Robert
Blendon, a specialist in public opinion at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government.
"There's also a concern about the competency of how well we're doing them."
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of the way the president is dealing with Irag. Among those who identified themselves as
independents, 67 percent disapprove.

Finally, a survey by Quinnipiac University Polling Institute found that 60 percent of Americans
believe screening of people who look "Middle Eastern" at airports and train stations is OK.

Quinnipiac's director of polling, Maurice Carroll, said he was surprised by the
apparent public support for racial profiling. "What's the motivation there -- is it bigotry,
or is it fear or is it practicality?" he said.

The Quinnipiac poll also found that Americans considered the 9/11 attacks of more significance
than the attack on Pearl Harbor. But the findings varied considerably among age groups, with 9/11
being the most important event among those 35 and under, but with Pearl Harbor being more
important those 65 and older.

"People have fresh memories of 9-11 and many don't have any memories at all of
Pearl Harbor, and those who do don't have fresh memories of it," said Bruce
Schulman, a Boston University professor of history and American studies. "We also
feel pretty confident that we know how the results of Pearl Harbor turned out, and we
certainly don't know what the consequences of 9-11 are going to turn out to be.

Also...

. Court backs right for teenager to wear anti-Bush shirt to school (Guardian)

. Bush whacked: Fury grows over British TV movie that depicts assassination of Bush (Daily

Mirror, UK)

. ltes the enemy, stupid (Newsweek)

. There is fascism, indeed (MSNBC)
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